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Quotes from The Queen's Christmas  and Easter Messages 

 
God sent into the world a unique person - neither a philosopher nor a general, 
important though they are, but a Saviour, with th e power to forgive. Forgiveness 
lies at the heart of the Christian faith. (2011)  
 
This is the time of year when we remember that God sent his only son 'to serve, not 
to be served'. He restored love and service to the centre of our lives in the person of 
Jesus Christ. (2012)  
 
For Christians, as for all people of faith, reflection, meditation and prayer help us 
to renew ourselves in God's love, as we strive daily to become better people. The 
Christmas message shows us that this love is for everyone. There is no one beyond 
its reach. (2013)  
 
For me, the life of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose birth we celebrate today, 
is an inspiration and an anchor in my life. (2014)  
 
$ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÌÉÆÅȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 
unchangin g message was not one of revenge or violence but simply that we should 
love one another.  (2015)  
 
Jesus Christ lived obscurely for most of his life, and never travelled far. He was 
maligned and rejected by many, though he had done no wrong. And yet, billio ns of 
people now follow his teaching and find in him the guiding light for their lives. I am 
ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÍÅ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
with great love, whoever does them and whatever they themselves believe.  (2016)  
 
We remember the birth of Jesus Christ, whose only sanctuary was a stable in 
Bethlehem. He knew rejection, hardship and persecution. And, yet, it is Jesus 
Christ's generous love and example which has inspired me through good times and 
bad. (2017)  
 

The Christmas story retains its appeal since it doesn't provide theoretical 
explanations for the puzzles of life. Instead, it's about the birth of a child, and the 
hope that birth 2,000 years ago brought to the world.  Only a few people 
acknowledged Jesus when he was born; now billions follow him. I believe his 
message of peace on earth and goodwill to all is never out of date. It can be heeded 
by everyone. It's needed as much as ever.  (2018)  
 

Of course, at the heart of the Christmas story lies the birth of a chil d, a seemingly 
small and insignificant step overlooked by many in Bethlehem. But in time, through 
his teaching and by his example, Jesus Christ would show the world how small 
steps, taken in faith and in hope, can overcome long-held differences and deep-
seated divisions to bring harmony and understanding. (2019)  
 

The discovery of the risen Christ on the first Easter Day gave his followers new 
hope and fresh purpose, and we can all take heart from this. ȣ May the living 
flame of the Easter hope be a steady guide as we face the future. (2020)  
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Introduction  

The Christmas and Easter Messages, first told and written 2000 years ago, are now 

celebrated around the world. Christmas and Easter are public holidays in many countries.  

Millions of people have attended churches at Christmas and Easter to hear and sing the 

Christmas and Easter Messages. Popular readings at Christmas from the ancient stories 

about the ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÂÁÂÙȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈ were first written on parchment in the Gospels of Luke and 

Matthew. Luke tells the story this way, as read for over 400 years in the classical 

Authorized Version, known as the King James Version of 1611: 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.                 
(Luke 2:1-14 KJV) 
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Matthew continues the story this way: 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. 

3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, 
he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 

5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of 
Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young 
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 
worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 
departed into their own country another way. 

13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a 

dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and 

be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 

14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into 

Egypt: 

15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 

the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

(Matthew 2:1-15 KJV) 
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The translators of the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, first published in 1989, 

acknowledged the majesty of the King James Version this way in their introductory word 

ȰtÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÅÒȱȡ 

In the course of time the King James Version came to be reÇÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ 

6ÅÒÓÉÏÎȢȱ 7ÉÔÈ ÇÏÏÄ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÅÒÍÅÄ ȰÔÈÅ ÎÏÂÌÅÓÔ ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ 

ÐÒÏÓÅȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÅÄȟ ÁÓ ÎÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÏÏË ÈÁÓȟ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 

character of the public institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an 

incalculable debt. 

Many people now prefer the New King James Version (NKJV). Those who prefer more 

current or modern language may like to meditate on the translation of these timeless 

stories in the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), now read in many churches and 

used for personal study and enjoyment. The NRSV uses inclusive language (as does the 

original Hebrew and Greek) and includes useful section headings. Where the passage 

under a section heading is repeated, or has a similar passage elsewhere in the Bible, the 

NRSV heading gives the other references. Headings for unique passages, not repeated 

elsewhere, have no references, as in these unique Christmas stories in Luke and Matthew. 

The Birth of Jesus 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȭ$Ï 

not be afraid; for seeɂI am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

ÂÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÃÌÏÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÌÙÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÍÁÎÇÅÒȢȭ 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multi tude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 Ȭ'ÌÏÒÙ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȟ 

    ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏÍ ÈÅ ÆÁÖÏÕÒÓȦȭ 

 

(Luke 2:1-14 NRSV) 
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The Visit of the Wise Men  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 ÁÓËÉÎÇȟ Ȭ7ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 

ÈÉÍ ÈÏÍÁÇÅȢȭ 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 4ÈÅÙ ÔÏÌÄ ÈÉÍȟ Ȭ)Î "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ 

of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 Ȱ!ÎÄ ÙÏÕȟ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd ÍÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌȢȱȭ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. 8 Then he ÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ'Ï ÁÎÄ 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 

) ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÙ ÈÉÍ ÈÏÍÁÇÅȢȭ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road.  

The Escape to Egypt 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ'ÅÔ ÕÐȟ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÌÅÅ ÔÏ %ÇÙÐÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ 

) ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕȠ ÆÏÒ (ÅÒÏÄ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ ÈÉÍȢȭ 14 Then Joseph 

got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained 

there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 

ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÔȟ Ȭ/ÕÔ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÙ ÓÏÎȢȭ 

(Matthew 2:1-15 NRSV)   

These Christmas stories are Gospel readings used in church lectionaries in the Advent 

and Christmas seasons in December each year. Christmas Day is a time when millions of 

people enjoy celebrating Christmas in church services where these and similar readings 

are used. It is also a time when millions enjoy singing Christmas Carols, such as those 

included in the Appendix of this book, in Carols by Candlelight and at other concerts. 

Many Carols tell these Christmas stories in beautiful, poetic lyrics. 

Another valued Christmas tradition for millions of us has been listening to the Royal 

Christmas Message which is broadcast around the world on Christmas Day.  



13 
 

The QueenȭÓ first Christmas Message (1952), broadcast to millions of listeners, reminded 

us that "Peace on earth, Goodwill toward men" is the eternal message of Christmas, and 

the desire of us all.  The Queen's Christmas Broadcasts give us her compassionate review 

of the year and describe the significance of Christmas, the celebration of the baby born 

king, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  

The formal name of her Christmas Broadcast ÉÓ Ȭ(ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȭÓ -ÏÓÔ 'ÒÁÃÉÏÕÓ 3ÐÅÅÃÈȢȭ   

King George V, The QueenȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 2ÏÙÁÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ in 1932.  
King George VI commenced the custom of an annual Royal Christmas Message in 1939 at 
the outbreak of the Second World War (1939-1945), just 21 years after the end of the 
First World War (1914-1918). King George VI ended his first Christmas broadcast with 
encouragement from the poem by Minnie Louise Haskins titled God Knows:  

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, "Give me a light that I may 

tread safely into the unknown." And he replied, "Go out into the darkness, and 

put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than ligh t, and 

safer than a known w ay." 

The poem continues: 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

So heart be still: 
What need our little life 
Our human life to know, 
If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife 
Of things both high and low, 
God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 
Which wind ahead, so dim 
To our imperfect vision, 
Are clear to God. Our fears 
Are premature; In Him, 
All time hath full provision. 

Then rest: until 
God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 
When, as the sweeter features 
/Æ ,ÉÆÅȭÓ ÓÔÅÒÎ ÆÁÃÅ ×Å ÈÁÉÌȟ 
Fair beyond all surmise 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ (ÉÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ 
Our mind shall fill.1 

                                                           
1 God Knows, privately published by the author in the collection, The Desert, 1912. 
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4ÈÅ +ÉÎÇȭÓ ÑÕÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒȱ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ÔÏ public attention and it became 
an inspiration to millions throughout the world. Widely reproduced and quoted, 
including on ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σρȟ 1939, the poem has 
continued to comfort and inspire many generations.   

The book The Servant Queen and the King She Serves, published for Queen Elizabeth II's 
90th birthday, with a Foreword by the Queen, tells how the young Princess Elizabeth, 
aged 13, handed the poem to her father. Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother had its words 
engraved on plaques on the gates of the King George VI Memorial Chapel at Windsor 
Castle, where the King was interred in 1952, as she was in 2002, having lived to 101. 

4ÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ Broadcasts continue to inspire a worldwide audience. For 

millions, as for our family, it has been an eagerly anticipated part of Christmas Day, often 

following celebrations including the joyful carols of the morning church service, sharing 

family gifts, and enjoying the Christmas family lunch or dinner together. Our family, in 

!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÐÒÁ×Ì ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÕÎÇÅ ÃÈÁÉÒÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÌÁØ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ 

to the broadcast of the Royal Christmas Message on radio and, later on, on television. This 

×ÁÓ Á ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÂÒÅÁË ÁÍÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ festive games such as trying out new toys or 

sports gear. The next day, on the Boxing Day holiday, we were back watching English and 

Australian cricketers compete in The Ashes series. 

As technology developed, The QueenȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ Broadcast came to us with increasing 

and impressive sophistication. The early years of the crackling wireless from 1952 gave 

way to the magic of sight with black and white television from 1957, then to the 

splendours of colour TV from 1967. From 1959 the pre-recorded broadcasts gave 

increasing opportunity for relevant film footage to be interspersed with The Queen 

speaking. Millions appreciate her compassionate observations about events of the past 

year and about the significance of Christmas. 

Jon Kuhrt wrote a blog about The QueeÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓȢ He was impressed by 

comments in the 2014 broadcast while he worked with people affected by homelessness, 

ÏÆÆÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔ ,ÏÎÄÏÎ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ *ÏÎ ×ÒÏÔÅȡ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ Á 

committed viewer (apart from when I am at my -ÕÍȭÓ ×ÈÅÎ it is compulsory viewing). 

So I went back and read her previous Christmas messages over the last 5 years.ȱ 

(ÅÒÅȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÄÁÐÔÅÄ *ÏÎȭÓ 2ÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÎÅ×ÁÌ ÂÌÏÇ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÈÏ× 4ÈÅ 

1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÔÁÌk about faith in the public sphere. 

(https://resustanceandrenewal.net/2014/12/28/the -queens-christmas-message-a-

model-of-how-to-talk-about-faith-in-the-public-sphere). 

 

1)  The Queen speaks personally  

ȰIt  is my prayer this Christmas Day that *ÅÓÕÓȭ example and teaching will  continue to bring 

people together to give the best of themselves in the service of others.ȱ (2012) 

ȰFor me, the life of Jesus Christ, the prince of peace, whose birth  we celebrate today, is an 

inspiration and an anchor in my life.ȱ (2014) 

Personal testimony is significant and convincing, causing respect in those listening. The 

Queen is personal in the way she speaks, using words ÌÉËÅ ȬÆÏÒ ÍÅȭȠ ȬÍÙ ÌÉÆÅȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÍÙ 

ÐÒÁÙÅÒȭȢ  
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2) The Queens speaks compassionately  

ȰDespite being displaced and persecuted throughout his short life, Christ's unchanging 
message was not one of revenge or violence but simply that we should love one another.ȱ 
(2015) 
Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÍÅ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÏÖÅȟ ×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ 

them and whatever they themselves believe.ȱ (2016) 

Consistently, The Queen and the Royal Family show deep concern for the bereaved and 

suffering, both in personal contact and in correspondence. The heart of Christmas is 

ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ everyone, especially the hurting and fallen. 

 

3)  The Queen speaks inclusively  

ȰThe Christmas message shows us that this love is for everyone. There is no one beyond its 

reach.ȱ (2013) 

Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ example has taught me to seek to respect and value all people, of whatever faith or 

none.ȱ (2014) 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ all people and believing in this love leads us to respect and value 

everyone. *ÏÎ ÁÄÄÓȟ ȰIt resonated with my own experience of meeting The Queen in 1997, 

when she came to open a new hostel for young homeless people that I was managing. I 

showed her round and introduced her to all the residents. I had expected it to be quite 

formal and awkward but I remember how adept she was at talking to such a 

diverse range of people.ȱ 

 

4) The Queen speaks about  Jesus 

ȰThis is the time of year when we remember that God sent his only son ȬÔÏ serve, not to be 

ÓÅÒÖÅÄȭȢ He restored love and service to the centre of our lives in the person of Jesus Christ.ȱ 

(2012) 

ȰGod sent into the world a unique person ɀ neither a philosopher nor a general ȣ but a 

Saviour, with the power to forgive.ȱ (2011) 

The Queen talks directly about the person at the heart of Christmas, the reason for 

celebrating. That includes both the example and achievement of Jesus and makes 

orthodox theology accessible to the widest possible audience. 

 

5) The Queen speaks about  faith  in  action  

ȰForgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It  can heal broken families, it  can restore 

friendships and it  can reconcile divided communities. It  is in forgiveness that we feel the 

power of 'ÏÄȭÓ love.ȱ (2011) 

ȰFor Christians, as for all people of faith, reflection, meditation and prayer help us to renew 

ourselves in 'ÏÄȭÓ love, as we strive daily to become better people.ȱ (2013) 

Reconciliation, service and love flow from Christian commitment. The Queen talks about 

what faith does. It  makes a difference to how we live and helps us to ÂÅ ȬÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭȢ 

 

The following pages give brief quotations about the significance and meaning of 

Christmas drawn from The QueenȭÓ annual Christmas Broadcasts ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȭÓ 

historic 2020 Easter message, commemorating the baby born King, and his death and 

resurrection ɀ the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
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ᶪ 

 

4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ Messages 

 

Queen Elizabeth II  

Describes Her Faith  

ÉÎ (ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȭÓ Ï×Î ×ÏÒÄÓ 

with excerpts drawn from her annual 

Christmas broadcasts.  

 

People of all races, nations, and 

denominations welcome the  

ÁÎÇÅÌÓȭ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈȡ 

Ȱ'ÌÏÒÙ to God in the highest,  

And on earth  peace, goodwill  toward all .ȱ 
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ᶪ 
 

 

 

 

The 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ Christmas & Easter Messages 

 

Queen Elizabeth II describes   

the Significance of Christmas  & Easter 
 

 

"Peace on earth, Goodwill toward all " ~ 

the eternal message of Christmas, and the desire of us all 

 

The Queen has spoken about the significance of Christmas 

 to more people than anyone else in history  

(ÅÒ -ÁÊÅÓÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ %ÁÓÔÅÒ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÉÎ φτφτ 

was broadcast when churches were closed 

through the coronavirus pandemic  

These Messages point to 

light in the darkness  

life amidst death  

faith dispelling fear  

hope for the hopeless 

love overcoming all  
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1952 
 

Queen Elizabeth II has been Queen of the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, 
and New Zealand since 6 February 1952. She is Queen of 12 countries that 
became independent since 1952, and is Head of the Commonwealth of 
Nations, a free association of independent member nations (commonly 
known as the Commonwealth), comprising over 50 sovereign states. The 
Queen carries the blessings and responsibilities of her reign with grace and 
dignity. She understands the value of influence, symbols, tradition and 
innovation. 

Elizabeth II (born 21 April 1926) began her reign at the age of 25 when her 
father King George VI died. The Queen heard of her Accession while visiting 
Kenya. 

Her first Christmas message, broadcast from the same desk and chair used 
by her father and grandfather, continued the tradition of Christmas 
Broadcasts passed on to her by George V and George VI. The Queen thanked 
her people for their loyalty and affection in the first months of her reign. She 
referred to the British Commonwealth and Empire as an Ȱimmense union of 
nations" that was like a family and which Ȱcan be a great power for good ɀ a 
force which I believe can be of immeasurable benefit to all humanity.ȱ  

The Queen spoke about her forthcoming Coronation where she would 
dedicate herself anew to serve her people, concluding: 

I want to ask you all, whatever your religion may be, to pray for me on 
that day - to pray t hat God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out 
the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve 
Him and you, all the days of my life. May God bless and guide you all 
through the coming year.  

This message, and the broadcasts unti l 1956, were simulcast on television in 
sound without visuals. From 1957, millions of people have seen and heard 
The Queen on television and on radio on Christmas Day. 

Unlike her other speeches prepared for her by officials, Her Majesty writes 
her own Christmas messages, assisted by her husband and her aides. 

Quotations about the significance of Christmas from The QueenȭÓ Christmas 
Broadcasts are reproduced in this book in bold italics , as on the following 
right -hand pages, often reminding us, as in this first Christmas Broadcast, 
that "Peace on earth, Goodwill toward men" is the eternal message of 
Christmas, and the desire of us all. 



19 
 

 
The QueenȭÓ Æirst Christmas Broadcast 

 

Each Christmas, at this time, my beloved father broadcast a message to 

his people in all parts of the world. Today I am doing this to you, who are 

now my people.  

As he used to do, I am speaking to you from my own home, where I am 

spending Christmas with my family; and let me say at once how I hope 

that your children are enjoying themsel ves as much as mine are on a day 

which is especially the children's festival, kept in honour of the Child born 

ÁÔ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ Ô×Ï ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȢ  ȣ 

Above all, we must keep alive that courageous spirit of adventure that is 

the finest quality of yo uth; and by youth I do not just mean those who are 

young in years; I mean too all those who are young in heart, no matter 

how old they may be. That spirit still flourishes in this old country and in 

all the younger countries of our Commonwealth.  

On this broad foundation let us set out to build a truer knowledge of 

ourselves and our fellowmen, to work for tolerance and understanding 

among the nations and to use the tremendous forces of science and 

learning for the betterment of man's lot upon this earth. If  we can do 

these three things with courage, with generosity and with humility, then 

surely we shall achieve that "Peace on earth, Goodwill toward men" 

which is the eternal message of Christmas, and the desire of us all. 
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1953 
 

Queen Elizabeth II was crowned monarch of the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan and Ceylon on 2 June 1953 at 
Westminster Abbey, the first coronation to be televised. Among her many 
titles she is, by the grace of God, Queen, Head of State, Head of the 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith and Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England. Her Christmas Broadcasts express that Faith. 

In 1953 her Royal Christmas Message was broadcast live from Auckland 
in New Zealand, during The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh's six month 
tour of the Commonwealth.  

That Commonwealth tour included flying to Bermuda and Jamacia in 
November, then sailing in SS Gothic through Panama on a state visit, and to 
Fiji  and Tonga in December and to New Zealand in December and January. 

The young Queen talked about her trip and what she hoped to learn and 
accomplish from the tour. Referring to the Crown as a "personal and loving 
bond" between herself and her people, she described the Commonwealth as 
a "world -wide fellowship of nations." She spoke of feeling at home in New 
Zealand and expressed sympathy to those affected by the Tangiwai train 
disaster the previous night. 

This Christmas Broadcast reminded us that we are celebrating the birth of 
the Prince of Peace. 

 

 

Australian commemorative stamps, 2 June, 1953 
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Australian commemorative stamps, 2 June 2003 

 

 

The Queen observed that  the Commonwealth bears no resemblance to 

the Empires of the past. It is an entirely new conception, built on the 

highest qualities of the spirit of man: friends hip, loyalty and the desire 

for freedom and peace.  

To that new conception of an equal partnership of nations and races I 

shall give myself heart and soul every day of my life.  

I wished to speak of it from New Zealand this Christmas Day because we 

are celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace, who preached the 

brotherhood of man.  

May that brotherhood be furthered by all our thoughts and deeds from 

year to year. In pursuit of that supreme ideal the Commonwealth is 

moving steadily towards greater harmony  between its many creeds, 

colours and races despite the imperfections by which, like every human 

institution, it is beset.  

Already, indeed, in the last half -century it has proved itself the most 

effective and progressive association of peoples which history has yet 

seen; and its ideal of brotherhood embraces the whole world. To all my 

peoples throughout the Commonwealth I commend that Christmas hope 

and prayer.  
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1954 
 

The Queen broadcast this message from Sandringham House at the end of a 
year in which she, with her husband The Duke of Edinburgh, had travelled 
around the world, the first British monarch to circumnavigate the globe. The 
Royal Tour was the biggest single event ever organised in Australia with an 
estimated 75% of the population coming out to see their monarch. 

The royal tour continued from New Zealand to Australia in February and 
March, Cocus Islands, Ceylon, Aden, and Uganda in April, and Malta and 
Gibraltar , with a state visit to Libya in May, returning to London on 15 May. 
Their two children, Charles and Anne, joined The Queen and her husband in 
Malta from where they all sailed on the newly commissioned HMY Britannia, 
the royal yacht which became their welcome home away from home until its 
tearful decommissioning in December 1997. 

With the eyÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÕÐÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÃÅÁÓÅÌÅÓÓ ÇÌÁÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ 
Queen learned to smile till her cheeks hurt, shake hands till her arms ached, 
talk engagingly with strangers, maintain warm eye contact, and only fully 
relax when in private with her husband. The media sometimes mistook her 
relaxed or thoughtful expression when she is not smiling as being cross. 

The British Empire and Commonwealth Games, formerly the British Empire 
Games from 1930, were held in Vancouver, Canada from 30 July to 7 August. 
The Ȭ-ÉÒÁÃÌÅ -ÉÌÅȭ ÓÁ× ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÄ ÍÅÄÁÌÌÉÓÔȟ 2ÏÇÅÒ "ÁÎÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ, 
and silver medallist, John Landy of Australia, run sub-four minute races, an 
event televised live across the world for the first time. The Duke of 
Edinburgh officially closed those 5th British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games where 24 nations participated.  

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 2ÏÙÁÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÔÉÍÅ 
spent among the Commonwealth people around the globe, including the 
previous Christmas in the hot sunshine of Auckland in New Zealand. 

Acknowledging that we rightly praise the heroes whose courage shines 
brightly in crisis moments, The Queen also praised the ranks of unknown, 
unnamed men and women whose work and loyalty contribute so 
significantly to human progress. 

This speech concluded with reference to the humble origins of the Family 
from whom Light illuminated the world. 
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Australian Royal Visit commemorative stamps 1954 

 

 

I have referred to Christmas as the Children's Festival. But this lovely day 

is not only a time for family reunions, for paper decorations, for roast 

turkey and plum pudding.  

It has, before all, its origin in the homage we pay to a very special Family, 

who lived long ago in a very ordinary home, in a very unimportant village 

in the uplands of a small Roman province.  

Life in such a place might have been uneventful. But the Light, kindled in 

Bethlehem and then streaming from the cottage window in Nazareth, 

has illumined the world for two thousand years. It is in the glow of that 

bright beam that I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a happy New 

Year. 
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1955 
 

Broadcast live from her study at Sandringham House, The Queen spoke 
about opportunities arising from membership of the Commonwealth of 
Nations.  

With the launch of Independent TV in the United Kingdom, the sound-only 
television broadcast was simulcast on both ITV and the BBC Television 
Service from this year. 

Four Castle series postage stamps were issued depicting a castle from each 
of the countries in the United Kingdom: "Carrickfergus Castle" of Ireland in 
brown, "Caernarfon Castle" of Wales in red, "Edinburgh Castle" of Scotland 
in blue, and "Windsor Castle" of England in black. 

There was a state visit to Norway in June. The Queen appreciated her visits 
to the people of many places in England which she had not seen previously 
and anticipated visiting Nigeria early in the new year, a Commonwealth 
Nation of thirty million people.  

Quoting John Masefield, Poet Laureate from his appointment by George V in 
1930 to his death in 1967, Elizabeth II included these stirring lines from The 
Wanderer in her speech: 

Though you have conquered Earth and charted Sea  
And planned the courses of all Stars that be,  
Adventure on, more wonders are in Thee.  

Adventure on, for from the littlest clue  
Has come whatever worth man ever knew;  
The next to lighten all men may be you. 

This Christmas Speech emphasised the indivisible message that there can 
be no "Peace on earth" without "Goodwill toward men".   
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Royal Mail Castle Stamps, 1955 

 

 

The Christmas message to each of us is indivisible; there can be no "Peace 

on earth" without "Goodwill toward men". Scientists talk of 'chain 

reaction' - of power releasing yet more power. This principle must be 

most true when it is applied to the greatest power of all: the power of  

love.  

My beloved grandfather, King George V, in one of his broadcasts when I 

was a little girl, called upon all his peoples in these words: "Let each of 

you be ready and proud to give to his country the service of his work, his 

mind and his heart." That is surely the first step to set in motion the 

'chain reaction' of the Powers of Light, to illuminate the new age ahead 

of us.  

And the second step is this: to understand with sympathy the point of 

view of others, within our own countries and in the Commonw ealth, as 

well as those outside it.  

In this way we can bring our unlimited spiritual resources to bear upon 

the world. As this Christmas passes by, and time resumes its march, let 

us resolve that the spirit of Christmas shall stay with us as we journey 

into the unknown year that lies ahead.  
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1956 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh spoke from HMY Britannia during a voyage around 
the Commonwealth just before The Queen made her speech live from 
Sandringham House. She referred to The Duke's message which gave her and 
her children the greatest joy and wished him a good journey before 
expressing her sadness at being separated from him. 

The year had begun with a Royal tour of Nigeria by The Queen and The Duke 
of Edinburgh, in January-February. They had a state visit to Sweden in June. 
The year closed with The Duke of Edinburgh touring Commonwealth 
countries. He opened the Melbourne Olympics in Australia in November 
1956 as the royal representative. 

The Queen expressed sympathy to those who do not enjoy a united family or 
cannot be at home for Christmas, or are alone, or have been driven from 
home as refugees. 

Again she compared the Commonwealth to a family in which, despite its 
differences, "for the sake of ultimate harmony, the healing power of tolerance, 
comradeship and love muÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ÉÔÓ ÐÁÒÔȢȱ  

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÏÙÁÌ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ Ȱwords and thoughts, 
taking their inspiration from the birth of the child in Bethlehem long ago, have 
been carried between us.ȱ 
 

 

Literary Stamp, A A Milne (1882-1956) 
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Royal Visit to Nigeria 

 

Once again messages of Christmas greeting have been exchanged 

around the world.  

From all parts of the Commonwealth, and from the remote and lonely 

spaces of Antarctica, words and thoughts, taking their inspiration from 

the birth  of the child in Bethlehem long ago, have been carried between 

us upon the invisible wings of twentieth -century science.  

Neither the long and troubled centuries that have passed since that child 

was born, nor the complex scientific developments of our age, have done 

anything to dim the simple joy and bright hope we all feel when we 

ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÈÉÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȢ  ȣ 

Particularly on this day of the family festival let us remember those who 

- like the Holy Family before them - have been driven from their homes by 

war or violence. We call them 'refugees': let us give them a true refuge: 

ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÒÏÏÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ )ÎÎȢ  ȣ 

The Queen said that  the healing power of tolerance, comradeship and 

love must be allowed to play its part.  ȣ 

That each one of us should give this power a chance to do its work is my 

heartfelt message to you all upon this Christmas Day. I can think of no 

better resolve to make, nor any better day on which to make it. Let us 

remember this during our festivities, for  it is part of the Christmas 

message - "Goodwill toward men".  

I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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1957 
 

This year's Christmas message, read from the Long Library at Sandringham 
House, was the first one televised. During her speech The Queen read lines 
ÆÒÏÍ Á ÓÈÅÅÔ ÏÆ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÉÎÓÅÒÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ *ÏÈÎ "ÕÎÙÁÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËȟ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍȭÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢ 
While preparing for the broadcast, she noticed that the wrong book was used 
so immediately had the right book brought from the library. The bowl of 
holly on the desk hid the microphone, and her dress by her favourite 
couturier had to fit well with the furnishings, even in black and white. Always 
supportive, her husband Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, made a joke 
to help her relax before she began.  

The Queen noted how technology allowed her to be viewed in homes. She 
hoped that the new medium of television would make her broadcast more 
personal and direct. Millions gathered around their TV sets in homes, pubs, 
clubs and shop windows to watch. It was the most watched television since 
her coronation. 

She recalled with appreciation her opening of the new Canadian Parliament 
in Canada in October, the first Sovereign to do so.  The warm welcome of 
people in her visits with her husband on state visits to Portugal, France, 
Denmark and the United States of America and Canada touched her deeply.   

Sunspots caused freak radio conditions resulting in American police radio 
transmissions interfering with British radio broadcasts. During The Queen's 
speech some listeners heard an American police officer say "Joe, I'm gonna 
grab a quick coffee." Many people may have repeated those words straight 
after this broadcast, adapted to a cup of tea! 

This Speech emphasised ageless ideals and values including the importance 
of religion, morality, honesty, self-restraint and the courage to Ȱstand up for 
everything that we know is right, everything that is true and honest.ȱ 

 
First annual Australian Christmas stamp 
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The 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ First Royal Christmas Message televised 

 

Twenty-five years ago my grandfather broadcast the first of these 

Christmas messages. Today is another landmark because television has 

made it possible for many of you to see me in your homes on Christmas 

Day. ȣ   

I very much hope that this new medium will make my Christmas mess age 

more personal and direct.  

I believe in our qualities and in our strength, I believe that together we 

can set an example to the world which will encourage upright people 

everywhere. 

I would like to read you a few lines from 'Pilgrim's Progress', because  I 

am sure we can say with Mr Valiant for Truth, these words:  

"Though with great difficulty I am got hither, yet now I do not repent me 

of all the trouble I have been at to arrive where I am. My sword I give to 

him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage an d my courage and skill to 

him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness 

for me that I have fought his battles who now will be my rewarder."  

I hope that 1958 may bring you God's blessing and all the things you long 

for.  

And so I wish you all, young and old, wherever you may be, all the fun and 

enjoyment, and the peace of a very happy Christmas. 
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1958 
 

This final Christmas Message delivered live was broadcast from the Long 
Library at Sandringham House. It focused on the importance of spiritual and 
family values. The Speech described some of the journeys soon to be made 
around the Commonwealth by The Queen and members of the Royal Family.  

The Queen responded to requests that her children be shown in the 
broadcast by saying that she and her husband decided against it as they want 
their children to grow up as naturally as possible.  

There was a state visit to the Netherlands in March 

The British Empire and Commonwealth Games, held in Cardiff, Wales, in July 
with 35 commonwealth nations participating, introduced The Queen's Baton 
Relay, carried from her at Buckingham Palace in relays to the opening 
ceremony, a prelude to every Commonwealth Games ever since. The Duke of 
Edinburgh opened the Games and The Queen declared the Games closed.  

This live Broadcast reminded viewers that ȰChristmas is just the time to be 
grateful to those who add fullness to our lives.ȱ 

 
Royal Mail commemorative stamps 

6th British Empire and Commonwealth Games 
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Christmas stamps 1958 

 

To Christians all over the wo rld, Christmas is an occasion for family 

gatherings and celebrations, for presents and parties, for friendship and 

good will.  

To many of my people Christmas doesn't have the same religious 

significance, but friendship and good will are common to us all. So  it's a 

good time to remember those around us who are far from home, feeling 

ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÅÌÙȢ  ȣ   

I am sure that many of you have thought about these things before, but 

it seems to me that Christmas is just the time to be grateful to those who 

add fullness to our lives. 

Even so we need something more. We all need the kind of security that 

one gets from a happy and united family. Before I return to mine let me 

once again wish every one of you a very happy Christmas from all of us 

here at Sandring ham, and may God's blessing be with you in the coming 

year. 
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1959 
 

The Queen pre-recorded her Christmas Broadcast for the first time, being 
pregnant with Prince Andrew, who was born the following February, the 
first child born to a reigning monarch in over a century. The Speech was 
filmed in Buckingham Palace a week prior to the broadcast.  

It conveyed The Queen's best wishes and her gratitude for the warm wishes 
she had received. The pre-recorded message could to be shipped abroad in 
advance and broadcast in Australia and New Zealand and other countries on 
Christmas Day for the first time. The success of the recording ensured that 
all subsequent Christmas messages have also been pre-recorded. This 
allowed creative use of other footage and the Sovereign could now enjoy 
Christmas with her family without the added strain of a live broadcast. 

The royal couple visited Canada again in June and July to open St. Lawrence 
Seaway and to visit other parts of the country as well. 

In this Christmas Speech the Queen encouraged listeners to Ȱcelebrate 
Christmas with thanksgiving and carry its message of peace and good will into 
the year ahead.ȱ 

 

 
St Lawrence Seaway commemorative stamp 

 

. 
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Christmas stamp 1959 

 

 

I do not want Christmas to pass by without sending my best wishes for a 

happy day to all of you who may be listening, and especially to my own 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈȢ  ȣ 

As the old year passes, let us celebrate Christmas with thanksgiving and 

carry its message of peace and good will into the year ahead. 

All of us at Sandringham wish you a very happy Christmas. 

May God bless you all. 
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1960 
 

The Queen spoke from Buckingham Palace and described an eventful year 
which included the birth on 19 February of Prince Andrew, The Duke of York, 
the title given to the soÖÅÒÅÉÇÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÏÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ρυth century. Princess 
Margaret, The QueenȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ married Anthony Armstrong-Jones at 
Westminster Abbey on 6 May.  

Nigeria gained independence while remaining part of the Commonwealth.  

Disasters to which The Queen referred included that year's earthquake in 
Morocco where 12,000 died, the deaths of 69 protesters in Sharpeville, 
South Africa, and an explosion killing 45 miners in Six Bells Colliery near 
Aberbeeg in Wales. 

The House of Windsor continued as the family name with  The QueenȭÓ 
accession in 1952Ȣ 0ÈÉÌÉÐ ÒÅÔÏÒÔÅÄȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÎÏÔ 
ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢȱ In 1960 The Queen announced that 
her direct descendants without  the title prince or princess would be called 
Mountbatten-Windsor. 

The Christmas Speech this year emphasised that each person is important 
and although our contribution or influence may be small, it is real and 
important. 

 
Royal Mail commemorative stamp 2012 

Portrait taken from a £1 banknote first issued 1960 
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Christmas stamp 1960 

Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy  

 

 

Although the contribution which any one person can make is small, it is 

real and important.  

Whether you live in one of the rapidly developing countries of the 

Commonwealth or whether you find  yourself in one of the older 

countries, the work of mutual help and the increase of mutual 

understanding cannot fail to be personally satisfying and of real service 

to the future.  

May the months ahead bring you joy and the peace and happiness which 

we so much desire. 

Happy Christmas. God bless you all. 
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1961 
 

The Queen reflected on her travels and appreciated seeing Ȱthe great volume 
of good will and friendship that exists between all the varied peoples who 
profess different faiths and who make up our Commonwealth family.ȱ 

Royal visits included a six-week tour of India, Pakistan, Nepal and Iran, from 
January to early March, visiting the Taj Mahal and laying a wreath on 
Mahatma Gandhi's monument. There was a state visit to Italy and the Vatican 
City, calling on Pope John XXIII in May, a state visit to Liberia in November, 
and visiting Ghana, Sierra Leone and Gambia early in December.  

The Queen consults regularly with  church leaders, especially the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. She is deeply involved in planning services for 
commemorative events and royal weddings, christenings and funerals. Like 
her coronation, many official commemorations are held in the stately 
Westminster Abbey. Elizabeth II regularly attends Sunday services and 
sometimes drives herself to Sandringham Church, entering quietly through 
a side door to join the congregation. She invites clergy to lunch every Sunday 
in her winter break at Balmoral in Scotland during January. 

This Christmas Speech referred to the carol, It Came upon the Midnight Clear: 
"Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing." 

 

 
Royal visit to the Vatican City 
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Christmas stamp 1961 

Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 

 

Every year at this time the whole Christian world celebrates the birth of 

the founder of our faith. It is traditionally the time for family reunions, 

present-giving and children's parties.  

A welcome escape, in fact, from the harsh realities of this troubled world 

and it is just in times like these, times of tension and anxieties, th at the 

simple story and message of Christmas is most relevant. 

The story is of a poor man and his wife who took refuge at night in a 

stable, where a child was born and laid in the manger. Nothing very 

spectacular, and yet the event was greeted with that tr iumphant song: 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards men." 

For that child was to show that there is nothing in heaven and earth that 

cannot be achieved by faith and by love and service to one's neighbour. 

Christmas may be a Christian festival, but its message goes out to all men 

and it is echoed by all men of understanding and goodwill everywhere.  ȣ 

"Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing." The words 

of this old carol mean even more today than when they were first written.  
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1962 
 

The speech from Buckingham Palace referred to recent successes in space, 
including the launch of Telstar, making it possible to broadcast television, 
images, and news around the world almost instantly. This message marked 
the 10th Anniversary of The QueenȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅȢ 

Prince Philip opened the 7th British Empire and Commonwealth Games in 
Perth, Australia, held from 22 November to 1 December, with 35 nations 
participating . 

This year was the 30th Anniversary of the first Christmas Broadcast given by 
King George V, The QueenȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ, on the newly created BBC 
international service. Rudyard Kipling wrote the speech for the king: 

Through one of the marvels of modern Science, I am enabled, this 
Christmas Day, to speak to all my peoples throughout the Empire. I take 
it as a good omen that Wireless should have reached its present 
perfection at a time when the Empire has been linked in closer union. For 
ÉÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ÕÓ ÉÍÍÅÎÓÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÓÔÉÌÌȢ ȣ 

I speak now from my home and from my heart to you all. To men and 
women so cut off by the snows, the desert or the sea, that only voices out 
of the air can reach them; to those cut off from fuller life by blindness, 
sickness, or infirmity; and to those who are celebrating this day with 
their children and grand -children. To all ɂto eachɂI wish a Happy 
Christmas. God Bless You! 

King George VI, The QueenȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÂÒÏÁÄÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÔ 
Christmas from the outbreak of war in 1939. He concluded his 1942 wartime 
broadcast, saying: 

A former President of the United States of America used to tell the story 
of a boy who was carrying an even smaller child up a hill. Asked whether 
ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÙ ÂÕÒÄÅÎ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÙ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȟ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ Á 
burden, ÉÔȭÓ ÍÙ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȦȱ So let us welcome the future in a spirit of 
brotherhood, and thus make a world in which, please God, all may dwell 
together in justice and peace. 

This year The Queen reflected on how Ȱthese old familiar warm-hearted 
words of the traditional Christmas message never seem to grow stale.ȱ 
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Christmas stamp 1962 

Early 16th century Spanish carving 

 

 

A merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

There is something wonderful in the way these old familiar warm -

hearted words of the traditional Christ mas message never seem to grow 

stale. Surely it is because the family festival is like a firm landmark in the 

stormy seas of modern life.  ȣ 

Following a star has many meanings; it can mean the religious man's 

approach to God or the hopes of parents for their children, or the 

ambition of young men and women, or the devotion of old countries like 

ours to well -tried ideals of toleration and justice, with no distinction of 

race or creed. 

The wise men of old followed a star: modern man has built one. But 

unless the message of this new star is the same as theirs our wisdom will 

count for nought. Now we can all say the world is my neighbour and it is 

only in serving one another that we can reach for the stars.  

God bless you all. 
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1963 
 

The Queen spoke by radio, being pregnant with her fourth child,  Prince 
Edward, born in March the following year. She spoke about the campaign to 
free the world from hunger and the generous response of Commonwealth 
nations, and she looked forward to the hope and promise of the future and 
the need for humanity to be ambitious for all that is good and honourable. 

The Royal couple flew via Canada to Fiji, New Zealand and Australia in 

February. When Queen Elizabeth )) ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔ (ÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ 

1963, Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies showed his admiration for her by 

ÑÕÏÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ &ÏÒÄȭÓ ÐÏÅÍȟ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ,ÁÄÙ 3×ÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ +ÉÎÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á 

sentiment echoed by millions: 

I did but see her passing by, 

And yet I love her till I die. 

On 22 November, C S Lewis, the famous Christian author and scholar, died in 
Oxford and President John F Kennedy was assassinated in America. 

)Î ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 3ÐÅÅÃÈ 4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÅÎ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÈÏ× the message of Christmas 
remains the same but needs determination and concerted effort to see it 
fulfilled.  

 

 

 
Royal Visit, Australian commemorative stamps 
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Christmas stamp 1963 

 

 

The message of Christmas remains the same; but humanity can only 

progress if we are all truly ambitious for what is good and honourable. 

We know the reward is peace on earth, goodwill toward men, but we 

cannot win it without determination and concerted effort.   ȣ 

Much has been achieved but there is still much to do and on this day of 

reunions and festivities in the glow of Christmas, let us remember the 

many undernourished people, young and old, scattered throughout the 

world.  

All my family joins me in sending every one of you best wishes for 

Christmas and may God's blessing be with you in the coming year. 
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1964 
 

Queen Elizabeth addressed the important role of the Commonwealth in a 
year in which anti -apartheid leader Nelson Mandela was jailed in South 
Africa and Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru died. 

Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, The Queen ÁÎÄ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 0ÈÉÌÉÐȭs third son was 
born on 10 March, 1964. 

The Queen and her husband, The Duke of Edinburgh, visited Canada in 
October. 

In her speech, The Queen expressed appreciation for opportunities to hear 
about challenges facing her prime ministers in the Commonwealth and 
spoke about change, alluding to family life with her sailor husband, saying:  

All of us who have been blessed with young families know from long 
experience that when one's house is at its noisiest, there is often less 
cause for anxiety. The creaking of a ship in a heavy sea is music in the 
ears of the captain on the bridge. In fact litt le is static, and without 
movement there can be no progress. 

 

 

 
Royal Mail commemorative stamp 1964 
400th Anniversary of 3ÈÁËÅÓÐÅÁÒÅȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈ 
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Christmas stamp 1964 

 

 

To you all, my family and I send our affectionate greetings and hope that 

your ChristmÁÓ ÉÓ Á ÈÁÐÐÙ ÏÎÅȢ  ȣ 

Some speak today as though the age of adventure and initiative is past. 

On the contrary, never have the challenges been greater or more urgent. 

The fight against poverty, malnutrition and ignorance is harder than 

ever, and we must do all in our power to see that science is directed 

towards solving these problems.   ȣ 

God bless you and a very, very happy Christmas to you all. 

   



44 
 

1965 
 

The address from Buckingham Palace had the theme of family, from the 
individual unit to the family of mankind. The Queen praised the growing 
practice of voluntary service: 

A new army is on the march which holds out the brightest hopes for all 
mankind. It serves in international work camps, in areas hit by natural 
disasters or emergencies and in helping the p oor, the backward or the 
hungry.  

State visits included Ethiopia and Sudan in February and West Germany and 
West Berlin in May. 

This year marked the Golden Jubilee of ANZAC, the Australia and New 
Zealand Army Corp. Commemorative postage stamps depicted John Simpson 
Kirkpatrick , a stretcher bearer with the 1st Australian Division in Gallipoli in 
World War I. After landing at Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915, Simpson used 
donkeys to carry wounded soldiers to the beach, for evacuation. He did this, 
often under fire, for three and a half weeks, until he was killed.  

This Speech reminded us that Christmas proclaims peace on earth and 
goodwill towards men. 

 
 Australia and New Zealand Army Corp 

Golden Jubilee stamp, 1965 
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Christmas stamp 1965 

 

Every year the familiar p attern of Christmas unfolds. The sights and the 

customs and festivities may seem very much the same from one year to 

another, and yet to families and individuals each Christmas is slightly 

different.  

Children grow and presents for them change. It may be th e first 

Christmas for many as husband and wife, or the first Christmas with 

grandchildren. Some may be far from home, and others lonely or sick, yet 

Christmas always remains as the great family festival.  

A festival which we owe to that family long ago whic h spent this time in 

ÅØÔÒÅÍÅ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÍÆÏÒÔȢ  ȣ 

At Christmas we are also reminded that it is the time of peace on earth 

and goodwill towards men. Yet we are all only too well aware of the 

tragic fighting, hatred and ill -will in so many parts of t he world.   ȣ 

"Peace on Earth" - we may not have it at the moment, we may never have 

it completely, but we will certainly achieve nothing unless we go on 

trying to remove the causes of conflict between peoples and nations. 

"Goodwill towards men" is not a ho llow phrase. Goodwill exists, and 

when there is an opportunity to show it in practical form we know what 

wonderful things it can achieve.  
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1966 
 

The Queen spoke about the increasingly prominent and important role 
played by women in society:  

The devotion of nuns and nurses, the care of mothers and wives, the 
service of teachers, and the conviction of reformers are the real and 
enduring presents which women have always given.  

The Royal Visit to the West Indies in February included Barbados, British 
Guiana, Trinidad, Tobago, Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Domini, Montserrat, 
Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis, British Virgin Islands, and the Bahamas in February, 
and Jamaica in March. Belgium had the state visit in May. The 8th British and 
Commonwealth Games were held in Kingston, Jamaica, 4-13 August, with 34 
nations participating. 

The only time England won the FIFA World Cup soccer was in July 1966 at 
Wembley Stadium, London.  

Australia adopted decimal currency ÏÎ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȟ 14 February, 
introducing colourful notes and coins. 

This Christmas Speech focused on concern for others, as in giving presents. 

 

 

Australian pound and dollar currency, 1966 
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Christmas stamp 1966 

Emmanuel ɀ God with us 

 

Ever since the first Christmas when the wise men brought their presents , 

Christians all over the world have kept up this kindly custom.  

Even if the presents we give each other at Christmas-time may only be 

intended to give momentary pleasure, they do also reflect one all 

important lesson. Society cannot hope for a just and peaceful civilisation 

unless each individual feels the need to be concerned about his fellows.  

ȣ  I am sure the custom of giving presents at Christmas will never die out, 

but I hope it will never overshadow the far more important presents we 

can give for the benefit of the future of the world.  

People of goodwill everywhere are working to build a world that will be 

a happier and more peaceful place in which to live. Let our prayers be for 

a personal strength and conviction to play our own small part to bring 

that day nearer.  

God be with you, and a very happy Christmas to you all. 
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1967 
 

Queen Elizabeth spoke about Canada's centenary of its confederation and 
mentioned the knighting of Sir Francis Chichester, the first man to sail solo 
around the world. This message, filmed at Buckingham Palace, the first  in 
colour, noted modern communications and the timeless Christmas message. 

The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh toured Canada in June and July for the 
Centennial celebrations and the EXPO at Montreal. They returned to Malta 
in November, celebrating the 20th Anniversary of their wedding. Their 
honeymoon took them to Malta where Prince Philip had been stationed on 
the island as a naval officer 

This year was also the 20th Anniversary of the radio broadcast the then 
Princess Elizabeth made from South Africa on her 21st birthday while touring 
with her parents King George VI and Queen Elizabeth and her sister Princess 
Margaret. She concluded that broadcast with these words: 

I declare before you all that my whole life wheth er it be long or short shall 
be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to 
which we all belong.  

But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you 
join in it with me, as I now invite you to do: I know t hat your support will 
be unfailingly given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all 
of you who are willing to share in it.  

 

 
Christmas stamps 1967 
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The first Royal Christmas Message televised in colour 

 

Modern communications make it possible f or me to talk to you in your 

homes and to wish you a merry Christmas and a very happy New Year. 

These techniques of radio and television are modern, but the Christmas 

message is timeless. 

You may have heard it very often but in the end, no matter what scie ntific 

progress we make, the message will count for nothing unless we can 

achieve real peace and encourage genuine goodwill between individual 

people and the nations of the world.  

Every Christmas I am sustained and encouraged by the happiness and 

sense of unity which comes from seeing all the members of my family 

together.  

I hope and pray that, with God's help, this Christmas spirit of family unity 

will spread and grow among our Commonwealth family of nations.  
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1968 
 

This year's Christmas message came from Buckingham Palace and had the 
theme of brotherhood in this year of the Baptist minister and civil  rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination in April . 

State visits were made to Brazil and Chile in November. 

The Queen observed: 

Every individual a nd every nation have problems, so there is all the more 
reason for us to do our utmost to show our concern for others.  

 

 

 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Christmas stamp 1968 

O come all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

 

Christmas is a Christian festival wh ich celebrates the birth of the Prince 

of Peace. At times it is almost hidden by the merry making and tinsel, but 

the essential message of Christmas is still that we all belong to the great 

brotherhood of man.  

This idea is not limited to the Christian fait h. Philosophers and prophets 

have concluded that peace is better than war, love is better than hate and 

that mankind can only find progress in friendship and co -operation.  

Many ideas are being questioned today, but these great truths will 

continue to shine out as the light of hope in the darkness of intolerance 

ÁÎÄ ÉÎÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȢ  ȣ 

Christmas is the festival of peace. It is God's will that it should be our 

constant endeavour to establish 'Peace on earth, goodwill towards men'.  

I hope you all have a very happy Christmas and every good fortune in the 

New Year. 
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1969 
 

There was no Christmas Broadcast in 1969 because a special documentary 
film , 'Royal Family', had been made in connection with the Investiture of The 
Prince of Wales on 1 July. The Queen issued a written message instead, and 
said: 

I have received a great number of kind letters and messages of regard 
and concern about this year's break with the usual broadcast at 
Christmas and I want you all to know that my good wishes are no less 
warm and personal becau se they come to you in a different form. 

She was pleased that her older children were entering the service of the 
country and the Commonwealth and stated that she looked forward to her 
visit the next year to Australia and New Zealand for the Cook Bi-centenary 
and to Fiji, Tonga and northern Canada. There was a state visit to Austria in 
May this year. 

The Queen's message mentioned the end of the 1960s and the decade's 
significance including it being the time when men first walked on the moon. 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, landed the lunar module Eagle on 20 July 
20, 1969. Armstrong stepped onto the moon on 21 July, six hours after 
landing, ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÓÔÅÐ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎȢ /ÎÅ ÇÉÁÎÔ ÌÅÁÐ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎËÉÎÄȢȱ 
Aldrin joined him 20 minutes later. Michael Collins piloted the command 
module Columbia in lunar orbit while they were on the Moon's surface. 

 

 
 Moon walk, 21 July, 1969, NASA  
























































































































































































































