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Foreword 
 

I will pour out my Spirit 

Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:17-18 

 

 

Revivals bring thousands into God’s kingdom as his Spirit moves 

powerfully in the earth.  All revivals carry some or most of the 

characteristics of Pentecost, the prototype and forerunner of revivals.  

Peter, preaching then, explained what was happening from Joel’s 

famous prophecy (Acts 2:17-21): 
 

         And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

      That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

      Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

      Your young men shall see visions, 

      Your old men shall dream dreams. 

      And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

      I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

       And they shall prophesy. 

      I will show wonders in heaven above 

      And signs in the earth beneath: 

      Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

      The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

      And the moon into blood, 

      Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 

      And it shall come to pass 

      That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

      Shall be saved. 

 

This book provides a summary overview of many revivals since the 



first Great Awakening in the eighteenth century including some 

current revivals now transforming communities.  I give more details 

in my book Flashpoints of Revival, and still further details including 

footnotes in Revival Fires (see Appendix).  

 

This book gives a brief glimpse of revival in summaries.  These are 

compiled from my articles in the Renewal Journal (available on the 

web at www.renewaljournal.com, especially the Blog: 

Revival Fire (from Issue 1: Revival) 

Spirit Impacts in Revival (from Issue 13: Ministry) 

Revivals into 2000 (from Issue 14: Anointing)  

Revival in the 21st Century (from Issue 21: Discipleship) 

 

The companion book to this one, Renewal, also contains chapters 

drawn from my Renewal Journal articles, namely: 

Renewal Ministry (Issue 7: Blessing) 

Revival Worship (Issue 6: Worship) 

New Wineskins to Develop Ministry (Issue 15: Wineskins) 

Vision for Ministry (Issue 16: Vision) 

Community Transformation (Issue 20: Life) 

Astounding Church Growth (Issue 2: Church Growth) 

 

Our Lord and God still pours out his Spirit, affecting untold millions 

of people, churches, communities and even nations.  I hope these 

books both inform and inspire you. 

Reproduction is allowed and encouraged with the copyright intact 

with the text.  These articles are also available on the internet. 

Renewaljournal.com – 1st editions 

http://renewaljournal.wordpress.com – 2nd editions and eStore 

https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2011/05/23/renewal-ministry-bygeoff-waugh/
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2011/05/20/revival-worship-by-geoff-waugh/
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=2957&action=edit&message=6&postpost=v2
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2012/05/11/vision-for-church-growth-bygeoffwaugh/
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2012/05/20/community-transformation-bygeoff-waugh/
https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2016/02/28/astounding-church-growth-bygeoff-waugh/


Revivals to 1900 

Amazon – see ‘Geoff Waugh’ for journals and books 

 

 

Back to Contents 

  



Chapter 1 
    

Revivals to 1900 
 

 

 

God moves in awesome power at times.  Signs everywhere point to 

that again now.  Many people report a burden for and expectation 

of revival.  We can believe for it, pray for it, and prepare for it. 

 

What is revival? 

 

Revival is God pouring out his Spirit, as he promised.  Local 

revivals impact churches and local communities.  Regional or 

national revivals impact whole regions or even whole nations. 

 

As individuals and churches are renewed they prepare the way for 

revival in the land.  A spiritual awakening touches the community 

when God’s Spirit moves in power.  Often this awakening begins 

in people earnestly praying for and expecting revival. 

 

Bible Revivals 

 

Scripture gives a constant call for individual and communal 

repentance issuing in righteousness and justice.  Wilbur Smith 

notes seven revivals in the Old Testament in addition to the one 

with Jonah: 

1. Jacob’s household (Genesis 35:1-15), 

2. Asa (2 Chronicles 15:1-15), 

3. Joash (2 Kings 11-12; 2 Chronicles 23-24), 

4. Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:1-8; 2 Chronicles 29-31), 
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5. Josiah (2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35), 

6. Haggai and Zechariah with Zerubbabel (Ezra 5-6) 

7. Ezra with Nehemiah (Nehemiah 9:1-6; 12:44-47). 

He noted nine characteristics of these revivals: 

1. They occurred in times of moral darkness and national 

depression; 

2. Each began in the heart of a consecrated servant of God who 

became the energizing power behind it; 

3. Each revival rested on the Word of God, and most were the result 

of proclaiming God’s Word with power; 

4. All resulted in a return to the worship of God; 

5. Each witnessed the destruction of idols where they existed; 

6. In each revival, there was a recorded separation from sin; 

7. In every revival the people returned to obeying God’s laws; 

8. There was a restoration of great joy and gladness; 

9. Each revival was followed by a period of national prosperity. 

 

The early church lived in continuous revival.  It saw rapid growth 

in the power of the Holy Spirit from the initial outburst at 

Pentecost.  Multitudes joined the church.  At Pentecost 3,000 were 

won in one day (2:41).  Soon after that there were 5,000 involved 

(4:4).  Then great multitudes (5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 11:21, 24; 12:24 and 

16:5). 

 

Those Christians were dynamic.  Not faultless, as the epistles 

indicate, but on fire.  They were accused before the civil authorities 

as ‘these people who have been turning the world upside down’ 

(Acts 17:6). 

 

Revival makes that kind of an impact in the community. 

 

The Great Awakening 



 

The great Awakening or evangelical revivals of the eighteenth 

century brought hundreds of thousands into God’s kingdom. 

 

The Moravians 

 

The Moravians, a refugee colony from Amenia on the estates of 

Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf at the village of Herrnhut in 

Germany, experienced a visitation of God in 1727 which launched 

revival with 100 years of continuous prayer and 100 missionaries 

sent out within 25 years. 

 

On Wednesday August 13th the church came together for a               

specially called communion service.  They were all dissatisfied 

with themselves.  ‘They had quit judging each other because they  

had  become convinced, each one, of his lack of worth in the sight 

of God and each felt himself at this communion to be in view of 

the Saviour.’ 

 

They left that communion at noon, hardly knowing whether 

they belonged to earth or had already gone to heaven.  It was 

a day of outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  ‘We saw the hand of 

God and were all baptized with his Holy Spirit ... The Holy 

Ghost came upon us and in those days great signs and 

wonders took place in our midst. Scarcely a day passed from 

then on when they did not witness          God’s almighty 

workings among them.  A great hunger for God’s word took 

hold of them.  They started meeting three times daily – at 5 

am, 7.30 am, and 9 pm.  Self-love and self-will and all 

disobedience disappeared, as everyone sought to let the Holy  

Spirit have full control. 
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Two weeks later, they entered into the twenty-four-hour 

prayer covenant which was to become such a feature of their 

life for over 100 years... ‘The spirit of prayer and supplication 

at that time poured out upon the children was so powerful and 

efficacious that it is impossible to give an adequate 

description of it.’ 

 

Supernatural knowledge and power was given to them.  

Previously timid people became flaming evangelists (Mills 

1990:204-5). 

 

Jonathan Edwards 

 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1764), the preacher and scholar who later 

became a President of Princeton University, was a prominent 

leader in a revival movement which came to be called the Great 

Awakening as it spread through the communities of New England 

and the pioneering settlements in America.  Converts to 

Christianity reached 50,000 out of a total of 250,000 colonists.  The 

years of 1734-35 saw an unusually powerful move of God’s Spirit 

in thousands of people.  Edwards described the characteristics of 

the revival as, first, an extraordinary sense of the awful majesty, 

greatness and holiness of God, and second, a great longing for 

humility before God and adoration of God.  

Edwards published the journal of David Brainerd, a missionary to 

the North American Indians from 1743 to his death at 29 in 1747.  

Brainerd tells of revival breaking out among Indians in October 

1745 when the power of God seemed to come like a rushing mighty 

wind.  The Indians were overwhelmed by God.  The revival had 

greatest impact when Brainerd emphasised the compassion of the 

Saviour, the provisions of the gospel, and the free offer of divine 

grace.   Idolatry was abandoned, marriages repaired, drunkenness 



practically disappeared, honesty and repayments of debts 

prevailed.  Money once wasted on excessive drinking was used for 

family and communal needs.  Their communities were filled with 

love. 

 

    The power of God seemed to descend on the assembly ‘like a            

rushing mighty wind’ and with an astonishing energy bore all down 

before it.  I stood amazed at the influence that seized the audience 

almost universally and could compare it to nothing more aptly than 

the irresistible force of a mighty torrent... Almost all persons of all 

ages were bowed down with concern together and scarce was able 

to withstand the shock of astonishing operation’ (Pratney 1984: 

15). 

 

George Whitefield & John Wesley 

 

In 1735, when the New England revival was strongest, George 

Whitefield in England and Howell Harris in Wales were converted.  

Both were 21 and both ignited revival fires, seeing thousands 

converted and communities changed.  By 1736 Harris began 

forming his converts into societies and by 1739 there were nearly 

thirty such societies.  Whitefield travelled extensively, visiting 

John Wesley in Georgia in 1738, then ministering powerfully with 

Howell Harris in Wales 1739 and with Jonathan Edwards in New 

England in 1740, all in his early twenties. 

 

Also in 1735, John Wesley went to Georgia.  Whitefield sailed to 

Georgia at Wesley’s invitation early in 1738, but they returned to 

England because Wesley was frustrated in his work.  Then in May 

that year both John and Charles Wesley were converted, Charles 

first, and three days later on 24th May John found his heart 

strangely warmed in the meeting in Aldersgate Street when he 
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listened to a reading of the preface to Luther’s commentary on 

Romans. 

 

1739 saw astonishing expansion of revival in England.  On 1st 

January the Wesleys and Whitefield and four others from their 

former Holy Club at Oxford in their students days, along with 60 

others of whom many were Moravians, met at Fetter Lane in 

London for prayer and a love feast.  The Spirit of God moved 

powerfully on them all.  Many fell to the ground, resting in the 

Spirit.  The meeting went all night and they realised they had been 

empowered in a fresh visitation from God. 

 

Revival fire spread rapidly.  In February 1739 Whitefield started 

preaching to the Kingswood coal miners in the open fields with 

about 200 attending in the south west of England near the Welsh 

border.  By March 20,000 attended.  Whitefield invited Wesley to 

take over then and so in April Wesley began his famous open air 

preaching (which continued for 50 years) with those crowds at 

Kingswood.  He returned to London in June reporting on the 

amazing move of God’s Spirit with many conversions and many 

people falling prostrate under God’s power - a phenomenon which 

he never encouraged!  Features of this revival were enthusiastic 

singing, powerful preaching, and the gathering of converts into 

small societies called weekly Class Meetings. 

 

Revival caught fire in Scotland also.  After returning from America 

in 1741, Whitefield visited Glasgow.  Two ministers in villages 

nearby invited him to return in 1742 because revival had already 

begun in their area.  Conversions and prayer groups multiplied.  

Whitefield preached there at Cambuslang about four miles from 

Glasgow.  The opening meetings on a Sunday saw the great crowds 

on the hill side gripped with conviction, repentance and weeping 



more than he had seen elsewhere.  The next weekend 20,000 

gathered on the Saturday and up to 50,000 on the Sunday for the 

quarterly communion.  The visit was charged with Pentecostal 

power which even amazed Whitefield. 

 

That Great Awakening in Great Britain and America, established 

the Methodists with 140,000 members by the end of the century, 

and other churches and Christians were renewed and empowered.  

It impacted the nation with social change and created the climate 

for political reform. 

 

Second Great Awakening 

 

Toward the end of the century revival fires burst again in England 

through prayer groups spreading everywhere.  On Christmas day 

1781 in Cornwall intercessors met to sing and pray from 3 a.m. and 

God’s Spirit moved on them.  They prayed until 9 a.m. and re-

gathered that Christmas evening.  Throughout January and 

February, the movement continued.  By March 1782 they were 

praying until midnight.  The movement spread.  Churches filled 

and denominations doubled, tripled and quadrupled.  By 1792, the 

year after John Wesley died, this second great awakening swept 

Great Britain and was stirring America and other countries. 

 

In New England, Isaac Backus, a Baptist pastor, addressed an 

urgent plea for prayer for revival to pastors of every Christian 

denomination in the United States in 1794.  The churches adopted 

the plan until America, like Britain, was interlaced with a network 

of prayer meetings.  They met on the first Monday of each month 

to pray.  It was not long before revival came. 
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James McGready, a Presbyterian minister in Kentucky, promoted 

the concert of prayer every first Monday of the month, and urged 

his people to pray for him at sunset on Saturday evening and sunrise 

Sunday morning.  Revival swept Kentucky in the summer of 1800.  

Eleven thousand people came to a communion service. 

 

Presbyterian minister Barton Stone, organised similar 

meetings in 1801 in his area at Cane Ridge, Kentucky.  A huge 

crowd of around 12,500 attended in over 125 wagons. At that 

time Lexington, the largest town in Kentucky, had less than 

1,800 citizens.  Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist preachers 

and circuit riders formed preaching teams, speaking 

simultaneously in different parts of the camp grounds, all 

aiming for conversions.   

 

The Rev. Moses Hoge described it: ‘The careless fall down, cry 

out, tremble, and not infrequently are affected with convulsive 

twitchings ...  Nothing that imagination can paint, can make a 

stronger impression upon the mind, than one of those scenes.  

Sinners dropping down on every hand, shrieking, groaning, 

crying for mercy, convulsed; professors praying, agonizing, 

fainting, falling down in distress for sinners or in raptures of 

joy! ...  As to the work in general there can be no question but it 

is of God.  The subject of it, for the most part are deeply 

wounded for their sins, and can give a clear and rational 

account of their conversion’ (Christian History, No. 23, p. 26). 

  

These frontier revivals became a new emphasis in American 

revivalism.  They included the ‘saw dust trail’ laid down to 

settle the dust or soak up wet ground over which penitents 

moved to the ‘altar’ at the front.  Revival early in the nineteenth 

century not only impacted the American frontier, but also 



towns and especially colleges.  One widespread result in 

America, as in England, was the formation of missionary 

societies to train and direct the large numbers of converts filled 

with missionary zeal. 

 

That second great awakening produced the modern missionary 

movement and it’s societies, engendered support for Bible 

societies, saw the abolition of slavery, and resulted in many social 

reforms. 

 

Third Great Awakening 

 

Various revival movements influenced society in the 1800s, but 

1858 in America and 1859 in Britain were outstanding. 

 

Typically, it followed a low ebb of spiritual life. Concerned 

Christians began praying earnestly and anticipating a new move of 

God’s Spirit. 

 

Revival broke out at evangelistic meetings in Hamilton, Ontario in 

Canada during October 1857 with attendances at meetings reaching 

6,000, and three or four hundred converted including many civic 

leaders.  It was widely reported. 

 

Jeremiah Lanphier, a city missioner, began a weekly noon prayer 

meeting in New York in September that year.  By October it grew 

into a daily prayer meeting attended by many businessmen.  

Anticipation of revival grew, especially with the financial collapse 

that October after a year of depression. 

 

At the beginning of 1858 that Fulton Street prayer meeting had 

grown so much they were holding three simultaneous prayer 
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meetings in the building and other prayer groups were starting in 

the city.  By March, newspapers carried front page reports of over 

6,000 attending daily prayer meetings in New York, 6,000 

attending them in Pittsburgh, and daily prayer meetings were held 

in Washington at five different times to accommodate the crowds. 

 

Other cities followed the pattern.  Soon a common mid-day sign on 

businesses read, ‘Will re-open at the close of the prayer meeting.’ 

 

By May, 50,000 of New York’s 800,000 people were new converts.  

A newspaper reported that New England was profoundly changed 

by the revival and in several towns no unconverted adults could be 

found! 

In 1858 a leading Methodist paper reported these features of the 

revival: few sermons were needed, lay people witnessed, seekers 

flocked to the altar, nearly all seekers were blessed, experiences 

remained clear, converts had holy boldness, religion became a 

social topic, family altars were strengthened, testimony given 

nightly was abundant, and conversations were marked with 

seriousness. 

 

Edwin Orr’s research revealed that in 1858-59 a million Americans 

were converted in a population of thirty million and at least a 

million Christians were renewed, with lasting results in church 

attendances and moral reform in society. 

 

Charley Finney 

 

Charles Finney (1792-1875) became one of the most famous 

preachers of that era.  A keen sportsman and young lawyer, he had 

a mighty empowering by God’s Spirit on the night of his 

conversion including a vision of Jesus.  During the height of the 



revival he often saw the awesome holiness of God come upon 

people, not only in meetings but also in the community, bringing 

multitudes to repentance and conversion.  Wherever he travelled, 

instead of bringing a song leader he brought a someone to pray, 

especially Father Nash.  Finney taught theology at Oberlin College 

which pioneered co-education and enrolled both blacks and whites.  

His ‘Lectures on Revival’ were widely read and helped to fan 

revival fire in America and England. 

 

Revival swept Great Britain also.  During September 1857, the 

same month the Fulton Street meetings began, four young Irishmen 

commenced a weekly prayer meeting in a village school near Kells.  

That is generally seen as the start of the Ulster revival of 1859 

which brought 100,000 converts into the churches of Ireland.  

Through 1858 innumerable prayer meetings started, and revival 

was a common theme of preachers.  God’s Spirit moved powerfully 

in small and large gatherings bringing great conviction of sin, deep 

repentance, and lasting moral change.  Prostrations were common 

- people lying prostrate in conviction and repentance, unable to rise 

for some time.  By 1860 crime was reduced, judges in Ulster 

several times had no cases to try.  At one time in County Antrim 

no crime was reported to the police and no prisoners were held in 

police custody. 

 

Edwin Orr noted that this revival made a greater impact on Ireland 

than anything known since Patrick brought Christianity there.  By 

the end of 1860 the effects of the Ulster revival were listed as 

thronged services, unprecedented numbers of communicants, 

abundant prayer meetings, increased family prayers, unmatched 

scripture reading, prosperous Sunday Schools, converts remaining 

steadfast, increased giving, vice abated, and crime reduced. 
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Revival fire ignites fire.  Throughout 1859 the same deep 

conviction and lasting conversions revived thousands of people in 

Wales, Scotland and England. 

 

Revival in Wales found expression in glorious praise including 

harmonies unique to the Welsh which involved preacher and 

people in turn.  There too, 100,000 converts (one tenth of the total 

population) were added to the church and crime was greatly 

reduced.  Scotland and England were similarly visited with revival.  

Again, prayer increased enormously and preaching caught fire with 

many anointed evangelists seeing thousands converted.   

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the ‘prince of preachers’, saw 1859 

as the high water mark although he had already been preaching in 

London for five years with great blessing and huge crowds. 

 

D L Moody, converted at 17 in 1855, soon became a well known 

evangelist and revivalist.  Following the devastating Chicago fire 

of 1871 he was filled with the Spirit in a new anointing and 

travelled widely with his song leader Ira D Sankey (compiler of 

Sankey’s Hymn Book). 

 

Revival began among the Zulu and Bantu tribes in South Africa 

before it spilled over into the Dutch Reformed Church from 1859.  

Tribal people gathered in large numbers on the frontier mission 

stations and then took revival, African style, into their villages.  On 

Sunday night, 22 May, the Spirit of God fell on a service of the 

Zulus in Natal so powerfully that they prayed all night.  News 

spread rapidly.  This revival among the Zulus of Natal on the east 

coast ignited missions and tribal churches.  It produced deep 

conviction of sin, immediate repentance and conversions, 

extraordinary praying and vigorous evangelism. 



 

In April 1860 at a combined missions conference of over 370 

leaders of Dutch Reformed, Methodist and Presbyterian leaders 

meeting at Worcester, South Africa, they discussed revival.  

Andrew Murray Sr., moved to tears, had to stop speaking.  His son, 

Andrew Murray Jr., now well known through his books, led in 

prayer so powerfully that many saw that as the beginning of revival 

in those churches. 
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Chapter 2 
    

20th Century Revivals 
 
 
 

The early twentieth century revival was worldwide.  It did not begin 

with the phenomenal Welsh revival of 1904-05 but began with 

prayer meetings which seemed to arise spontaneously all over the 

world. 

 

Wales 

 

The Welsh Revival was the farthest-reaching of the 

movements of the general Awakening, for it affected the 

whole of the Evangelical cause in India, Korea and China, 

renewed revival in Japan and South Africa, and sent a wave 

of awakening over Africa, Latin America, and the South 

Seas. 

 

The story of the Welsh Revival is astounding.  Begun with 

prayer meetings of less than a score of intercessors, when it 

burst its bounds the churches of Wales were crowded for 

more than two years.  A hundred thousand outsiders were 

converted and added to the       churches, the vast majority 

remaining true to the end.                        Drunkenness was 

immediately cut in half, and many taverns went    bankrupt.  

 

Crime was so diminished that judges were presented with 

white gloves signifying that there were no cases of murder, 

assault, rape or robbery or the like to consider.  The police 

became ‘unemployed’ in many districts. Stoppages occurred 



in coal mines, not due to unpleasantness between 

management and workers, but because so many foul-

mouthed miners became converted and stopped  using foul 

language that the horses which hauled the coal trucks in the 

mines could no longer understand what was being  said  to  

them, and transportation ground to a halt (Orr 1975:193). 

 

Touches of revival stirred New Quay, Cardiganshire, where Joseph 

Jenkins was minister of a church in which he led teams of revived 

young people in conducting testimony meetings throughout the 

area.  The Presbyterian evangelist, Seth Joshua, arrived there in 

September 1904 to find remarkable moves of the Spirit in his 

meetings.   

 

Seth Joshua then held meetings at Newcastle Emlyn at which 

students from the Methodist Academy attended, among them was 

Sidney Evans a room mate of Evan Roberts.  The students, 

including Evan Roberts, attended the next meetings in 

Blaenannerch.  There Seth Joshua closed his ministry on the 

Thursday morning crying out in Welsh, ‘Lord ... bend us’  Evan 

Roberts went to the front, kneeling and fervently praying ‘Lord, 

bend me.’ 

 

Evan Roberts 

 

Evan Roberts in his twenties was one of God’s agents in that 

national and worldwide revival. 

 

‘For ten or eleven years I have prayed for revival,’ he wrote to a 

friend.  ‘I could sit up all night to read or talk about revivals...  It 

was the Spirit that moved me to think about a revival’ (Orr 1975:4). 
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This young miner who then became a blacksmith had attended 

church as a teenager on Sunday, prayer meeting Monday, youth 

meeting Tuesday, congregational meeting Wednesday, temperance 

meeting Thursday, and class meeting Friday.  Saturday night was 

free, probably as bath night in preparation for Sunday! 

He offered for the ministry in 1903.  Before entering the Academy 

he had a deep encounter with God and had a vision of all Wales 

being lifted up to heaven.  After this he regularly slept lightly till 1 

a.m., woke for hours of communion with God, and then returned to 

sleep.  He was convinced revival would touch all Wales and 

eventually led a small band all over the country praying and 

preaching. 

In October 1904 in his first year at the Academy, after the impact 

of the Spirit on him at Seth Joshua’s meetings, he took leave to 

return home to challenge his friends, especially the young people. 

 

The Spirit of God convicted people as Evan Roberts insisted: 

1. You must put away any unconfessed sin. 

2. You must put away any doubtful habit. 

3. You must obey the Spirit promptly. 

4. You must confess Christ publicly. 

 

He believed that a baptism in the Spirit was the essence of revival 

and that the primary condition of revival is that individuals should 

experience such a baptism in the Spirit. 

 

Evan Roberts travelled the Welsh valleys, often never preaching 

but sitting head-in-hands earnestly praying.  In Neath he spent a 

week in prayer without leaving his rooms.  The revival packed the 

churches out, but no one saw him all that week.  He paid a price in 

prayer and tears. 

 



Churches filled.  The revival spread.  Meetings continued all day 

as well as each night, often late into the night or through to 

morning.  Crowds were getting right with God and with one 

another in confession, repentance and restitution of wrongs done.  

People prayed fervently and worshipped God with great joy.  Police 

had so little to do they joined the crowds in the churches, 

sometimes forming singing groups.  Cursing and profanity 

diminished so much it caused slowdowns in the mines because the 

pit ponies could no longer understand their instructions and stood 

still, confused. 

 

Half a century later a similar move of God, but on a smaller scale, 

was stirring the Hebrides islands in Scotland. 

 

India, 1905 

 

Pandita Ramabai established a compound for widows and 

orphan girls during severe famine in her area near Pune 

(Poona) just south of Bombay, and called it Mukti (Salvation).  

By 1901 she had 2,000 girls and women and from January 1905 

she began teaching about the need for revival.  Soon over 500 

people met twice daily to pray for revival, mostly women and 

girls.  Thirty of her ladies ministered in teams in the villages.  

They met daily to pray for the endowment of the Holy Spirit.  

On Thursday 29 June, 1905,  the Spirit moved strongly on many 

of the girls.  On Friday, 30 June, while Ramabai taught from 

John 8, the Holy Spirit fell on them all suddenly with great 

power.  Everyone there began to weep and pray aloud, crying 

out to be baptised with the Holy Spirit and fire.  Revival spread 

through their mission, and into many surrounding areas.  

Regular school activities gave way to confession, repentance, 

and great joy with much praise and dancing.  Many spoke in 



20th Century Revivals 

tongues (including English!), and were filled with zeal for 

evangelism and social care.  

 

Azusa Street, Los Angeles 1906 

 

William J. Seymour, a negro, studied in Charles Parham’s Bible 

School in Topeka, Kansas where on 1 January 1901 Agnes Ozman 

had spoken in tongues as did half of the 34 students.  Those events 

have been seen as the beginning of Pentecostalism in America. 

 

Elder William Seymour began The Apostolic Faith Mission located 

at 312 Azusa Street in Los Angeles on Easter Saturday, 14 April 

1906 with about 100 attending including blacks and whites.  It grew 

out of a cottage prayer meeting. 

 

At Azusa, services were long, and on the whole they were 

spontaneous.  In its early days music was a cappella, although 

one or two instruments were included at times.  There were 

songs, testimonies given by visitors or read from those who 

wrote in, prayer, altar calls for salvation or sanctification or for 

baptism in the Holy Spirit.  And there was preaching.  Sermons 

were generally not prepared in advance but were typically 

spontaneous J. Seymour was clearly in charge, but much 

freedom was given to visiting preachers.  There was also prayer 

for the sick.  Many shouted.  Others were ‘slain in the Spirit’ or 

fell under the power.  There were periods of extended silence 

and of singing in tongues.  No offerings were collected, but there 

was a receptacle near the door for gifts... 

 

Growth was quick and substantial.  Most sources indicate the 

presence of about 300-350 worshippers inside the forty-by-



sixty-foot white-washed wood-frame structure, with others 

mingling outside...  At times it may have been double that. 

 

The significance of Azusa was centrifugal as those who were 

touched by it took their experiences elsewhere and touched the 

lives of others.  Coupled with the theological threads of personal 

salvation, holiness, divine healing, baptism in the Spirit with 

power for ministry, and an anticipation of the imminent return 

of Jesus Christ, ample motivation was provided to assure the 

revival a long-term impact’ (Burgess & McGee 1988:31-36). 

 

Chile, 1907 

 

Minnie Abrams, who worked at Mukti in India during the 1905 

revival there, sent an account of it in 1907 to Willis Hoover, 

Methodist missionary in Chile.  Those Methodists began praying 

for revival which burst on them on Sunday 4 July, resulting in their 

church growing from 300 to 1,000 in two months.   Willis Hoover 

wrote: 

 

Saturday night was an all night of prayer, during which four vain 

young ladies (three of them were in the choir) fell to the floor under 

the power of the Spirit. … From that time on the atmosphere 

seemed charged by the Holy Spirit, and people fell on the floor, or 

broke out in other tongues, or singing in the Spirit, in a way 

impossible in their natural condition. (Frodsham 1946:177-178). 

 

Korea, 1907 

 

Revival in Korea broke out in the nation in 1907.  Presbyterian 

missionaries, hearing of revival in Wales, and of a similar revival 

among Welsh Presbyterian work in Assam, prayed earnestly for the 
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same in Korea.  1500 representatives gathered for the annual New 

Year Bible studies in which a spirit of prayer broke out.  The 

leaders allowed everyone to pray aloud simultaneously as so many 

were wanting to pray, and that became a characteristic of Korean 

prayer meetings. 

 

The meetings carried on day after day, with confessions of sins, 

weeping and trembling. The heathen were astounded.  The 

delegates of the New Year gathering returned to their churches 

taking with them this spirit of prayer which strongly impacted the 

churches of the nation with revival.  Everywhere conviction of sin, 

confession and restitution were common. 

 

Belgian Congo, Africa, 1914  

 

Africa has seen many powerful revivals, such as the Belgian Congo 

outpouring with C. T. Studd in 1914.  “The whole place was 

charged as if with an electric current.  Men were falling, jumping, 

laughing, crying, singing, confessing and some shaking terribly,” 

he reported.  “As I led in prayer the Spirit came down in mighty 

power sweeping the congregation.  My whole body trembled with 

the power.  We saw a marvellous sight, people literally filled and 

drunk with the Spirit” (W.E.C. 1954:12-15). 

 

Between 1946 and 1949 the Belgian Congo experienced a further 

visitation of God. It followed much prayer and fasting.  Visions 

were common.  Multitudes repented.  Many witch doctors burned 

their charms and became Christian. 

 

Lowestoft, England, 1921  

 

Douglas Brown, a Baptist minister in South London, saw 



conversions in his church every Sunday for 15 years to 1921.  He 

felt the Lord convict him about leaving his pastorate for 

evangelistic mission work.  Although reluctant, he finally 

surrendered.  “Then something happened,” he wrote.  “I found 

myself in the loving embrace of Christ for ever and ever; and all 

power and joy and blessedness rolled in like a deluge” (Griffin 

1992:17-18).  After that 2 a.m. encounter, he embarked on itinerant 

missions commencing on 7 March in Lowestroft, East Anglia, with 

immediate responses in large numbers.  Within eighteen months he 

addressed over 1700 meetings, and saw revival in his evangelistic 

ministry in England. 

 

Australia, 1925 

 

Powerful moves of God’s Spirit in Australia have included the 

Sunshine Revival in Melbourne from February 1925 and the 

aboriginal revival beginning in Galiwin’ku (Elcho Island) from 

March 1979. 

 

Two young men in their twenties led the Sunshine Revival.  

Charles Greenwood began prayer meetings in his home in 1916 and 

the group completed building the Sunshine Gospel Hall in February 

1925.  A. C. Valdez, recently arrived from America, joined the 

group and became its leader that year.  At first meetings were held 

on a Saturday and Sunday.  Then they had a two week campaign.  

The hall was packed. 

 

Charles Greenwood reported: 

 

During this campaign the power of God was manifested in a 

mighty way - sinners were converted; many believers were 

baptised in the Holy Spirit and healed.  Soon the news spread 
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that the Lord was pouring out His Spirit at Sunshine, and 

people came from near and far.  Over 200 Christians from all 

denominations were baptised in the Holy Spirit in this 

blessed outpouring of the ‘Latter Rain’  (Chant 1984:90-91). 

 

They established the Pentecostal Church of Australia following 

that campaign and public meetings were then held in the Prahran 

Town Hall because of the crowds.  Later that year they moved into 

Richmond Theatre which became Richmond Temple.  It could seat 

1200 and had shops at the front which became their Bible and Tract 

Department.  In 1926 A. C. Valdez believed his work there was 

completed and he returned to the States.  Kelso Glover, also in his 

twenties, arrived from the States and led meetings for three weeks 

in a revival atmosphere.  He was invited to stay on as pastor.  

Richmond Temple became the headquarters of the Pentecostal 

Church of Australia and from July 1926 they produced their 

national paper the Australian Evangel. 

 

Hebrides, 1949 

 

Following the trauma of World War II, spiritual life was at a low 

ebb in the Scottish Hebrides.  By 1949 Peggy and Christine Smith 

(84 and 82) had prayed constantly for revival in their cottage near 

Barvas village on the Isle of Lewis, the largest of the Hebrides 

Islands in the bleak north west of Scotland.  God showed Peggy in 

a dream that revival was coming.  Months later, early one winter’s 

morning as the sisters were praying, God give them an unshakeable 

conviction that revival was near. 

 

Peggy asked her minister James Murray Mackay to call the church 

leaders to prayer.  Three nights a week the leaders prayed together 

for months.  One night, having begun to pray at 10 p.m., a young 



deacon from the Free Church read Psalm 24 and challenged 

everyone to be clean before God.  As they waited on God his 

awesome presence swept over them in the barn at 4 a.m. 

 

Mackay invited Duncan Campbell to come and lead meetings.  

Within two weeks he came.  God had intervened and changed 

Duncan’s plans and commitments.  At the close of his first meeting 

in the Presbyterian church in Barvas the travel weary preacher was 

invited to join an all night prayer meeting!  Thirty people gathered 

for prayer in a nearby cottage.  Duncan Campbell described it: 

 

When Duncan Campbell and his friends arrived at the church that 

morning it was already crowded.  People had gathered from all over 

the island, some coming in buses and vans.  No one discovered who 

told them to come.  God led them.  Large numbers were converted 

as God’s Spirit convicted multitudes of sin, many lying prostrate, 

many weeping.  After that amazing day in the church, Duncan 

pronounced the benediction, but then a young man began to pray 

aloud.  He prayed for 45 minutes.  Again the church filled with 

people repenting and the service continued till 4 a.m. the next 

morning before Duncan could pronounce the benediction again. 

 

That move of God in answer to prevailing prayer continued in the 

area into the fifties and peaked again on the previously resistant 

island of North Uist in 1957.  Meetings were again crowded and 

night after night people cried out to God for salvation. 

 

Similar revivals have catapulted the church into amazing growth 

throughout the century.  The story is too vast to tell.  A few 

highlights indicate something of this miraculous work of God. 

 

Latin America, 1952 
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Edward Miller tells of revival breaking out in Argentina from 1948.  

After he prayed earnestly for months, God told him to call his little 

church of 8 people to prayer every night from 8 p.m. to midnight.  

On the fourth night as they obeyed God the Holy Spirit fell on them.  

They heard the sound of strong wind.  The church soon filled.  

There was much weeping, confessing and praying.  By Saturday 

teams were going out and ministering in the Spirit’s power. 

* Two teenage girls wept as they walked down the street and met 

two doctors who mocked, but listened to their testimonies,  were 

convicted, and knelt asking for prayer. 

* Two young people visited a lady whose mother was paralysed 

and had been in bed for 5 years.  They prayed for her, and she got 

up and drank tea with them. 

* Two elderly people visited man in coma, a cripple with his liver 

damaged from drink.  They prayed for him and he was healed.  

A young rebel, Alexander and his band came to mock at one of the 

services aiming to disrupt it.  God convicted him and he repented, 

so the other rebels rose to leave but fell under the Spirit’s power on 

the way out.  All were converted.  Two went to the Bible Training 

Institute. 

 

Later, when Edward Miller was teaching at the Bible Training 

Institute in the small town of City Bell near Buenos Aires, he was 

led to cancel teaching there and call the school to pryaer. 

 

The move of God in that Institute began in an unusual way on 4 

June 1951.  Alexander, now in Bible School,  was still in prayer 

outside in fields long after midnight when he sensed a strange 

feeling of something pressing down upon him, an great light 

surrounding him and a heavenly being enfolding him.  The boy was 

terrified and fled back to the Institute. 



 

The heavenly visitor entered the Institute with him, and in a 

few moments all the students were awake with the fear of 

God upon them.  They began to cry out in repentance as God 

by his Spirit dealt with them.  The next day the Spirit of God 

came again upon Alexander as he was given prophecies of 

God’s moving in far off countries.  The following day 

Alexander again saw the Lord in the Spirit, but this time he 

began to speak slowly and distinctly the words he heard from 

the angel of God.  No one could understand what he was 

saying, however, until another lad named Celsio (with even 

less education than Alexander), overcome with the Spirit of 

God markedly upon him, began to interpret.  These 

communications (written because he choked up when he tried 

to talk) were a challenge from God to pray and indeed the 

Institute became a centre of prayer till the vacation time, 

when teams went out to preach the kingdom.  It was the 

beginning of new stirrings of the Spirit across the land 

(Pytches 1989:49-51). 

 

The Bible Institute continued in prayer for 4 months, 8-10 hours a 

day, weeping.  Bricks became saturated; one young man prayed 

against the wall daily, weeping.  After 6 hours the tear stains 

reached the floor, and after 8 hours had formed a puddle on floor.  

The Lord gave them prophecies of revival in Argentina and around 

the world.  They were told the largest auditoriums would be filled, 

and this happened with the visit of Tommy Hicks to Argentina. 

 

Tommy Hicks was involved in revival in Latin America.  In 1952 

he was conducting a series of meetings in California when God 

showed him a vision.  While he was praying he saw a map of South 

America covered with a vast field of golden wheat ripe for 
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harvesting.  The wheat turned into human beings calling him to 

come and help them. 

 

He wrote in his Bible a prophecy he received about going by air to 

that land before two summers passed.  Three months later, after an 

evangelistic crusade, a pastor’s wife in California gave that same 

prophecy to him that he had written down.  Cash began to arrive 

till he had enough to buy a one way air ticket to Buenos Aires.  On 

his way there after meetings in Chile, the word Peron came to his 

mind.  He asked the air stewardess if she knew what it meant.  She 

told him Peron was the President of Argentina.   

 

After Tommy Hicks arrived he made an appointment with the 

Minister of Religion, wanting to see the President.  He prayed for 

the Minister’s secretary who was limping.  The secretary was 

healed.  So the Minister made an appointment for Hicks to see the 

President.  Through prayer the President was healed of an ugly 

eczema and gave Hicks the use of a stadium and free access to the 

state radio and press. The crusade was a spiritual breakthrough.  

They had to move into the Hurricane Stadium, the largest in 

Buenos Aeries.  

 

Brazil also had revival.  Edwin Orr visited each of the 25 states and 

territories in Brazil in 1952 seeing powerful moves of the spirit in 

his meetings which were supported by all denominations.  The 

evangelical church council declared that the year of 1952 saw the 

first of such a general spiritual awakening in the country’s history.  

Many meetings had to be moved into soccer stadiums, some 

churches increased in numbers by 50% in one week, and the revival 

movement continued in local churches in Brazil. 

 

Vanuatu, 1961-62, 1991-92 



 

Paul Grant was involved in the early stirrings of revival in Vanuatu 

during 19961-2.  He writes: 

 

It is important to note the following components in the lead-

up to later visitation and reviving: 

 

1. A shared concern of missionaries for revival. 

2. A significantly developed interest in the quickening power 

of the Spirit among west Ambai church members and leaders 

through teaching of the Scriptures and news of revival and 

the power-works of the Spirit in other parts of the world, e.g. 

a Series of talks on the East Africa revival, the Welsh revival, 

signs and wonders and healings as reported from the 

Apostolic Church in Papua New Guinea, and inspiring 

records in other magazines. 

3. An emphasis on prayer meetings, both between 

missionaries and in local churches. 

4. Regular and frequent prayers for a visitation of God’s 

Spirit by Apostolic Churches around the world.  The first 

Monday night of each month was observed as a prayer night 

for worldwide missions. 

5. Concentrated, sustained Scripture teaching in the 

classrooms of the primary school where students later would 

experience the power of God. ... 

 

Beginning in the Santo church on August 15th 1962 and 

continuing there and in churches on Ambae (commencing in 

Tafala village in October) over a period of about 12 weeks 

the power of God moved upon young people.  There were 

many instances of glossolalia, healings, prophetic utterances, 

excitation, loud acclamations to God in public services, 
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incidents of deep conviction of sin, conversions, restitutions, 

and other manifestations of holiness of life... 

 

This visitation resulted in a liveliness not known before.  

Initially it was mainly among young people.  In later months 

and years it spread among all age groups and to my present 

knowledge was the first such visitation in the history of the 

Christian Church in Vanuatu.  My gratification centred upon 

the following particulars: 

 

1. The Holy Spirit had animated and empowered a people 

who were well taught in the Scriptures.  Records show a lift 

in spiritual vitality in all the village churches.     

2. It brought the church as a whole into a more expressive, 

dynamic dimension and also a charismatic gift function.  

They were much more able to gain victory over spirit forces 

so familiar to them. 

3. It began to hasten the maturation processes in developing 

leadership. 

4. The reality matched the doctrinal stand of the church.  

There was now no longer a disparity. 

5. It confirmed to me the very great importance of being 

‘steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord forasmuch as you know that your labour is not in vain 

in the Lord’ (1 Corinthians 15:58 AV). 

6. It led to significant outreach in evangelism, both personal 

and group. ... 

 

In the following years some of the young men and women 

served God in evangelistic teams, school teaching, urban 

witness, government appointments, and as pastors and elders 

to their own people.  One of them has with his wife been an 



effective missionary... in Papua New Guinea (Grant 1986:7-

10). 

 

More recent revival movements in Vanuatu have stirred parts of the 

church there, such as described in this letter from Ruth Rongo of 

Tongoa Island (another former student of Trinity Theological 

College) written on 28 August 1991: 

 

I’ve just come back from an evangelism ministry.  It lasted for 

three months.  God has done many miracles.  Many people 

were shocked by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The blind 

received their sight, the lame walk, the sick were healed.  All 

these were done during this evangelism ministry.  We see how 

God’s promise came into action.  The prophet Joel had said it.  

We people of Vanuatu say ‘The spirit of the Lord God is upon 

us because he has anointed us to preach the Gospel to the poor 

people of Vanuatu.’  Praise God for what he has done. 

In where I live, my poor home, I also started a home cell prayer 

group.  We’re aiming or our goal is that the revival must come 

in the church where I am.  Please pray for me and also for the 

group. 

Our prayer group usually meets on Sunday night, after the 

night meeting.  We start at 10.30 p.m. and go to 1 or 3.30 a.m.  

If we come closer to God He will also come close to us.  We 

spend time in listening and responding to God. 

 

These revival movements continue to increase in the Pacific, 

especially as indigenous teams minister in other areas with the 

Spirit’s fire.  The church grows stronger, even through opposition.  

Indigenous Christians live and minister in New Testament patterns 

from house to house, from village to village.  See G Waugh’s 

articles and South Pacific Revivals for updates. 



20th Century Revivals 

 

Timor, 1965 

 

A Bible School in East Java experienced revival with deep 

repentance, confession, renunciation of occult practices, burnings 

of fetishes and amulets and a new humility and unity among staff 

and students.  The Lord led individual students and teams in 

powerful evangelism in many islands. 

 

A team visited Timor and saw evidences of revival beginning 

which burst into unprecedented power in September 1965.  This 

revival spread in the uncertain days following the attempted army 

coup on 30 September, 1965 in Indonesia.  Four days previously a 

visitation from God had begun in Timor. 

 

A rebellious young man had received a vision of the Lord who 

commanded him to repent, burn his fetishes, and confess his sins 

in church.  He did.  He attended the Reformed Church in Soe, a 

mountain town of about 5,000 people, where the revival broke out 

at that service on Sunday 26 September 1965.  People heard the 

sound of a tornado wind.  Flames on the church building prompted 

police to set off the fire alarm to summon the volunteer fire fighters.  

Many people were converted that night.  Many were filled with the 

Spirit including speaking in tongues, some in English.   

 

By midnight teams of lay people had been organised to begin 

spreading the gospel the next day.  They gave themselves full time 

to visiting churches and villages and saw thousands converted with 

multitudes healed and delivered.  In one town alone they saw 9,000 

people converted in two weeks.  Eventually, about 90 evangelistic 

teams were formed which functioned powerfully with spiritual 

gifts.  



 

Another young man, Mel Tari witnessed this visitation of God and 

later became part of Team 42.  Eventually, about 90 evangelistic 

teams were formed which functioned powerfully with spiritual 

gifts.  Healings and evangelism increased dramatically.   

 

Specific directions from the Lord led the teams into powerful 

ministry with thousands becoming Christians.  They saw many 

healings, miracles such as water being turned to non-alcoholic wine 

for communion, some instantaneous healings, deliverance from 

witchcraft and demonic powers, and some people raised from death 

through prayer. 

 

The teams were often guided supernaturally including provision of 

light at night on jungle trails, angelic guides and protection, meagre 

supplies of food multiplied in pastors’ homes when a team ate 

together there during famines, and witch doctors being converted 

after they saw power encounters when the teams’ prayers banished 

demons rendering the witch doctors powerless. 

 

The teams learned to listen to the Lord and obey him.  His leadings 

came in many biblical ways: 

1. God spoke audibly as with Samuel or Saul of Tarsus, 

2. many had visions as did Mary or Cornelius, 

3. there were inspired dreams such as Jacob, Joseph or Paul saw, 

4. prophecies as in Israel and the early church occurred, 

5. the Spirit led many as with Elijah or Paul’s missionary team, 

6. the Lord often spoke through specific Bible verses, 

7. circumstances proved to be God-incidences not just co-

incidences, 

8. often when leadings were checked with the group or the church 

the Lord gave confirmations and unity. 



20th Century Revivals 

 

Mel Tari, Kurt Koch and others have told of the amazing revival in 

Indonesia.  The Reformed Church Presbytery on Timor, for 

example, recorded 80,000 conversions from the first year of the 

revival there, half of those being former communists.  They noted 

that some 15,000 people had been permanently healed in that year.  

After three years the number of converts had grown to over 

200,000.  On another island where there had been very few 

Christians 20,000 became believers in the first three years of the 

revival. 

 

So often in times of great tribulation, political upheaval and 

bloodshed, the Spirit of the Lord moves most powerfully and the 

church grows most rapidly, as happens in many countries today. 

 

Asbury College, Kentucky, 1970 

 

A revival broke out in Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, on 

Tuesday 3 February 1970.  The regular morning chapel 

commencing at 10 o’clock saw God move on the students in such 

a way that many came weeping to the front to kneel in repentance, 

others gave testimonies including confession of sin, and all this was 

mixed with spontaneous singing.  Lectures were cancelled for the 

day as the auditorium filled with over 1,000 people.  Few left for 

meals.  By midnight over 500 still remained praying and 

worshipping.  Several hundred committed their lives to Christ that 

day.  By 6 a.m. next morning 75 students were still praying in the 

hall, and through the Wednesday it filled again as all lectures were 

again cancelled for the day.  The time was filled with praying, 

singing, confessions and testimonies. 

As they continued in prayer that week many students felt called to 

share what was happening with other colleges and churches.  



Invitations were coming from around the country as news of the 

revival spread.  So teams went out from the next weekend to tell 

the story and give their testimonies.   Almost half the student body 

of 1000 was involved in the teams witnessing about the revival. 

 

In the first week after the revival began teams of students visited 

16 states by invitation and saw several thousand conversions 

through their witnessing.  After six weeks over 1,000 teams had 

gone from the college to witness, some of these into Latin America 

with finance provided by the home churches of the students.  In 

addition, the neighbouring Theological Seminary sent out several 

hundred teams of their students who had also been caught up in this 

revival. 

 

Those remaining at the college prayed for the teams and heard their 

reports on their return.  Wherever teams went the revival spread.  

The college remained a centre of the revival with meetings 

continuing at night and weekends there along with spontaneous 

prayer groups meeting every day.  Hundreds of people kept coming 

to the college to see this revival and participate in it.  They took 

reports and their own testimonies of changed lives back to their 

churches or colleges.  So the revival spread. 

 

Muri Thompson, a Maori evangelist from New Zealand, visited the 

Solomon Islands in July and August 1970 where the church had 

already experienced significant renewal and was praying for 

revival.  During the last two weeks of these meetings the Holy 

Spirit moved even more powerfully in the meetings.  On Sunday 

morning 23 August on the island of Malaita Muri preached 

powerfully, then he said, ‘If anyone wants to come forward ...’ and 

immediately the whole congregation of 600 surged forward in 

repentance.  Many saw visions of God, of Jesus on the cross or on 
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his throne, of angels, or of bright light.  Some spoke in tongues.  

Some were healed.  Most came into a new experience of God with 

a deep awareness of the need for humility and being sensitive to the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

The following Thursday, 27 August, at another village on Malaita 

when the 2,000 people bowed in prayer, they heard a growing 

sound.  ‘I looked up through an opening in the leaf roof to the 

heavens from where the sound seemed to be coming.  It grew to be 

roar - then it came to me: surely this is the Holy Spirit coming like 

a mighty rushing wind.  I called the people to realize that God the 

Holy Spirit was about to descend upon them’ (Griffiths 1997:175).  

Many people involved in that impact of the Spirit sparked similar 

revivals  throughout the Pacific (Waugh 2009:69-75). 

 

Solomon Islands, 1970 

 

Muri Thompson, a Maori evangelist from New Zealand, visited the 

Solomons in July and August 1970 where the church had already 

experienced significant renewal and was praying for revival.  Many 

of these Christians were former warriors and cannibals gradually 

won to Christ in spite of initial hostility and the martyrdom of early 

missionaries and indigenous evangelists. 

 

Beginning at Honiara, the capital, Muri spent two months visiting 

churches and centres on the islands.  Initially the national leaders 

and missionaries experienced deep conviction and repentance, 

publicly acknowledging their wrong attitudes.  It was very 

humbling. A new unity and harmony transformed their 

relationships, and little things which destroyed that unity were 

openly confessed with forgiveness sought and given. 

 



Then in the last two weeks of these meetings the Spirit of God 

moved even more powerfully in the meetings with more deep 

repentance and weeping, sometimes even before the visiting team 

arrived.  At one meeting the Spirit of God came upon everyone 

after the message in a time of silent prayer when the sound of a gale 

came above the gathering of 2000 people. 

 

Multitudes were broken, melted and cleansed, including people 

who had been strongly opposed to the Lord.  Weeping turned to 

joyful singing.  Everywhere people were talking about what the 

Lord had done to them.  Many received healings and deliverance 

from bondage to evil spirits.  Marriages were restored and young 

rebels transformed. 

 

Everywhere people were praying together every day.  They had a 

new hunger for God’s Word.  People were sensitive to the Spirit 

and wanted to be transparently honest and open with God and one 

another. 

 

Normal lectures in the South Seas Evangelical Church Bible 

School were constantly abandoned as the Spirit took over the whole 

school with times of confession, prayer and praise. 

 

Teams from these areas visited other islands, and the revival caught 

fire there also.  Eventually pastors from the Solomons were visiting 

other Pacific countries and seeing similar moves of God there. 

 

The Jesus People, 1971 

 

By June 1971 revival movements had spilled over into the society 

with thousands of young people gathering in halls and theatres to 

sing, witness and repent, quitting drugs and immorality.  The 
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pendulum had swung from the permissive hippie drop-outs of the 

sixties to a new wave of conversion and cleansing in the seventies.   

Time magazine carried a cover article on the Jesus Movement. 

 

Such national attention also attracted cultic followers of the 

movement, but amid the extremes a powerful revival movement 

kept spreading.  Mass baptisms were held in the ocean with outdoor 

meetings and teams witnessing on the beaches and in the city 

streets.  New church groups such as Calvary Chapel and its many 

offshoots emerged which did not fit traditional denominations.  

People turned up to these churches in bare feet and old clothes as 

well as more traditional attire.  Witnessing and evangelism burst 

spontaneously from lives changed by the love and power of God. 

Canada, 1971 

 

Wilbert (Bill) McLeod, a Baptist minister in his mid-fifties, had 

seen many people healed in answer to prayer, often praying with a 

group of deacons.  Bill invited the twin evangelists Ralph and Lou 

Sutera to speak at his church in Saskatoon.  Revival broke out with 

their visit which began on Wednesday 13 October 1971.  By the 

weekend an amazing spirit gripped the people.  Many confessed 

their sins publicly.  The first to do so were the twelve counsellors 

chosen to pray with enquirers.  Numbers grew rapidly till the 

meetings had to be moved to a larger church building and then to 

the Civic Auditorium seating 2000.  The movement spread to other 

churches. 

 

The meetings lasted many hours.  People did not want to leave.  

Some stayed on for a later meeting called the Afterglow.  Here 

people received prayer and counsel from the group as they 

continued to worship God and pray together.  Humble confession 

of sin and reconciliations were common.  Many were converted. 



 

Taxi drivers became amazed that people were getting cabs home 

from church late into the night or early into the morning.  Others 

were calling for taxis to take them to church late into the night as 

they were convicted by the Lord. 

 

Young people featured prominently.  Almost half those converted 

were young.  They gave testimonies of lives that had been cleaned 

up by God and how relationships with their families were restored.  

The atmosphere in schools and colleges changed from rebellion 

and cheating to co-operation with many Bible study and prayer 

groups forming in the schools and universities. 

 

Criminals were also confessing their sins and giving themselves up 

to the police.  Restitution was common.  People prayed long 

overdue bills. Some businesses opened new accounts to account for 

the conscience money being paid to them.  Those who cheated at 

restaurants or hotels returned to pay their full bill.  Stolen goods 

were returned. 

 

In November a team went to Winnipeg and told of the revival at a 

meeting for ministers.  The Holy Spirit moved powerfully and 

many broke down confessing their sins.  Rivalries and jealousies 

were confessed and forgiven.  Many went home to put things right 

with their families.  The ministers took this fire back into their 

churches and the revival spread there also with meetings going late 

into the night as numbers grew and hundreds were converted or 

restored. 

 

Sherwood Wirt (1975:46) reported on Bill McLeod preaching at 

Winnipeg on 15 December 1971: 
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I confess that what I saw amazed me.  This man preached for 

only fifteen minutes, and he didn’t even give an invitation!  

He announced the  closing hymn, whereupon a hundred 

people came out of their seats and     knelt at the front of the 

church.  All he said was, That’s right, keep coming! 

 

Many were young.  Many were in tears.  All were from the 

Canadian Midwest, which is not known for its euphoria. 

 

It could be said that what I was witnessing was revival.  I 

believe it was. 

 

Bill McLeod and a team of six brought the revival to the eastern 

Canada when they were invited to speak at the Central Baptist 

Seminary in Toronto.  The meeting there began at 10 a.m. and went 

through till 1.15 a.m. next morning.  Dinner was cancelled as no 

one wanted to leave.  They did stop for supper, then went on again. 

 

When the Sutera brothers commenced meetings in Vancouver on 

the West Coast on Sunday 5 May 1972 revival broke out there also 

in the Ebenezer Baptist Church with 2,000 attending that first 

Sunday.  The next Sunday 3,000 people attended in two churches.  

After a few weeks five churches were filled. 

 

The revival spread in many churches across Canada and into 

northern U S A especially in Oregon.  Everywhere the marks of the 

revival included honesty before God and others, with confession of 

sin and an outpouring of the love of God in those who repented. 

 

The German speaking churches were also touched by the revival 

and by May 1972 they chartered a flight to Germany for teams to 

minister there. 



 

The Afterglow meetings were common everywhere in the revival.  

After a meeting had finished those who wanted to stay on for prayer 

did so.  Usually each person desiring prayer knelt at a chair and 

others laid hands on them and prayed for them.  Many repented and 

were filled with the Spirit in the Afterglow meetings which often 

went to midnight or later. 

 

Cambodia, 1973 

 

In September 1973 Todd Burke arrived in Cambodia on a one week 

visitor’s visa.  Just 23 years old, he felt a strong call from God to  

minister there, the only charismatic missionary in the country.  

Beginning with two English classes a day, conducted through an 

interpreter, he taught from the Good News Bible.  Those interested 

in knowing more about Jesus stayed after class and he saw daily 

conversions and people filled with the Spirit and healed.  Revival 

broke out in the war torn capital of Phnom Penh and rapidly spread 

to surrounding areas. 

 

During that September Todd’s wife DeAnn joined him, they 

received  permission to stay in the country, and mounted a three 

day crusade in a stadium where thousands attended and hundreds 

were saved and healed supernaturally.  A powerful church spread 

through a network of small house churches.  Todd met with the 

leaders of these groups at early morning prayer meetings every day 

at 6 a.m.  Most pastors were voluntary workers holding normal 

jobs.  Some cycled in from the country and returned for work each 

morning.  Healings, miracles and deliverance from demonic 

powers were regular events, attracting new converts who in turn 

were filled with the power of the Spirit and soon began witnessing 

and praying for others. 
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When the country fell to the communists in 1975 the Burkes had to 

leave.  They left behind an amazing church anointed by the power 

of God before it was buried by going underground to survive.  They 

recorded their story of those two years of revival in Anointed for 

Burial (1977). 

 

Papua New Guinea, 1973 

 

Prayer meetings began among pastors, missionaries and Bible 

College students in the Baptist mission area among Engas of the 

Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea in the early 1970s owing 

to the low spiritual state in the churches.  This prayer movement 

spread to the villages.  In some villages people agreed to pray 

together everyday until God sent new life to the church. 

 

During September 1973 pastors from the Solomon Islands and 

Enga students who were studying at the Christian Leaders Training 

College visited the Enga churches.  Revival broke out in many 

villages on Sunday 16 September.  Many hundreds of people, 

deeply convicted of sin, repented and were reconciled to God and 

others with great joy. 

 

Pastors in one area held a retreat from Monday to Wednesday in a 

forest which previously had been sacred for animistic spirit 

worship.  Others joined the pastors there.  Healings reported 

included a lame man able to walk, a deaf mute who spoke and 

heard, and a mentally deranged girl restored. 

 

Normal work stopped as people in their thousands hurried to 

special meetings.  Prayer groups met daily, morning and evening.  

In the followong months thousands of Christians were restored and 



thousands of pagans converted.  The church grew in size and 

maturity (Vision magazine, 1973:4-6).  

 

Duranmin, PNG, 1977 

 

Pastors from the Solomon Islands spoke about their revival at a 

pastors and leaders conference in the highlands of Papua New 

Guinea. Diyos Wapnok attended from the Baptist Mission area at 

Telefolmin.  He heard God call his name three times in the night 

there and realised that the Lord was drawing his attention to some 

special challenge. 

 

Later, on Thursday afternoon 10 March, 1977 at Duranmin in the 

rugged western highlands, where Diyos was the principal of the 

Sepik Baptist Bible College, while he spoke to about 50 people 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and great joy.   

 

Revival had begun.  It spread through the area with vibrant new 

enthusiasm. Conversions, Bible studies, prayer and healings of 

many kinds were common.  3,000 were added to the church in 3 

years.  The church grew and was strengthened.  This revival 

movement spread to other areas as Diyos and others told of what 

God was doing. 

 

Elcho Island, Australia, 1979 

 

Revival among aborigines commenced in Galiwin’ku (Elcho 

Island) from 1979.  Djiniyini Gondarra ministered there where half 

the island became involved in the church and the whole community 

was affected.  The pattern is similar to other revivals - prayer and 

expectation, the Spirit of God moving in new and powerful ways, 

repentance and confession on a wide scale, restitution of stolen 



20th Century Revivals 

goods and money, forgiveness and reconciliation between people, 

crime and drunkenness greatly diminished, renewed concern for 

justice and righteousness in the community, churches filled with 

Christians alive in the Spirit.  Here too, teams have travelled to 

other areas bringing some of the fire of revival to ignite churches 

and communities with a vital Christian commitment and a strong 

impact on society.  Read a full account in Renewal Journal 1: 

Revival.  

 

Sepik, PNG, 1984 

 

In the Sepik lowlands of northern Papua New Guinea a new 

visitation of God burst on the churches at Easter 1984, again 

sparked by Solomon Island pastors.  It too was characterised by 

repentance, confession, weeping and great joy.  Stolen goods were 

returned or replaced, and wrongs made right. 

 

Ray Overend reports (1985:9-10): 

 

I was preaching to an Easter convention at a place called 

Walahuta during the recent Sepik revival in Papua New 

Guinea.  The words the Lord gave us were from Isaiah 6 ... 

 

After the last word of the message the whole church rose to 

its feet and clapped loudly - something completely new to 

me!  I knew they were not applauding me.  They were 

acknowledging to God in praise the truth of his Word...  Then 

I sat down in the only spare little space in the overcrowded 

church and the whole congregation began to sing - one song 

after another... 

 



 Many faces were lifted to Heaven and many hands raised in               

humble adoration.  The faces looked like the faces of angels.  

They were radiating light and joy.  And then I noticed 

something. 

 

 Right beside me was a man who had heard the Word and 

now he just watched those radiant faces lost in praise.  Then 

he hung his head and began to sob like a child.  He was 

ministered to.  Demons were cast out.  And he received the 

Lord Jesus right into his heart. Then he too began to clap in 

gentle joy. 

 

But who was he?  A pastor came over to tell me that he had 

been until this moment the leader of the Tambaran cult in the 

Walahuta area - that Satanic cult of which the whole village 

lived in mortal fear - and traditionally the whole of the Sepik 

 

The man who was second-in-charge of the Tambaran cult in that 

area was also converted that day while he was listening to the 

worship from a distance as God’s love and power overcame him.  

Ray continues: 

 

I will never forget June 14th, 1984.  Revival had broken out 

in many churches around but Brugam itself [the 

headquarters], with many station staff and many Bible 

College and Secondary School students, was untouched. ...  

Then early on Thursday night, the 14th, Judah Akesi, the 

Church Superintendent, invited some of us to his office for 

prayer.  During that prayer time God gave him a vision.  In 

the vision he saw many people bowed down in the front of 

the church building in the midst of a big light falling down 

from above just like rain. 
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So after the ministry of the Word that night Judah invited 

those who wanted to bring their whole heart and mind and 

life under the authority of Christ to come forward so that 

hands might be laid on them for prayer. 

 

About 200 people surged forward.  Many fell flat on their 

faces on the ground sobbing aloud.  Some were shaking - as 

spiritual battles raged within.  There was quite some noise... 

 

The spiritual battles and cries of contrition continued for a 

long time.  Then one after another in a space of about 3 

minutes everybody rose to their feet, singing spontaneously 

as they rose.  They were free.  The battle was won.  Satan 

was bound.  They had made Christ their King!  Their faces 

looked to Heaven as they sang.  They were like the faces of 

angels.  The singing was like the singing of Heaven.  

Deafening, but sweet and reverent (Overend 1986:36-37). 

 

The whole curriculum and approach at the Bible School for the area 

changed.  Instead of traditional classes and courses, teachers would 

work with the school all day from prayer times early in the morning 

through Bible teaching followed by discussion and sharing times 

during the day to evening worship and ministry.  The school 

became a community, seeking the Lord together. 

 

Churches which have maintained a strong Biblical witness 

continue to stay vital and strong in evangelism and ministry, filled 

with the  Spirit’s power.  Christians learn to witness and minister 

in spiritual gifts, praying and responding to the leading of the Spirit. 

 



Many received spiritual gifts they never had before.  One 

such gift was the ‘gift of knowledge’ whereby the Lord 

would show Christians exactly where fetishes of ‘sanguma’ 

men were hidden.   Now in Papua New Guinea sanguma men 

(who subject themselves to indescribable ritual to be in 

fellowship with Satan) are able to kill by black magic...  In 

fact the power of sanguma in the East Sepik province has 

been broken (Overend 1986:23-24). 

 

In 1986 a senior pastor from Manus Island came to the Sepik to 

attend a one year’s pastors’ course.  He was filled with the Spirit. 

 

Shortly afterwards he went to Ambunti with a team of 

students on outreach.  There they were asked to pray for an 

injured child who couldn’t walk - and later in the morning he 

saw her walking               around the town.  He came back to 

his course and said: ‘In my 35      years as a pastor on Manus 

I had never seen the power of God like that!’  (Overend 

1986:38). 

 

North Solomon Islands, 1988 

 

Jobson Misang, an indigenous youth worker in the United Church 

and former student of Alcorn College in Brisbane (now 

incorporated in Trinity Theological College) wrote a letter 

reporting on a further revival movement in the North Solomons 

Province of Papua New Guinea in 1988: 

 

Over the last eight weekends I have been fully booked to conduct 

weekend camps.  So far about 3,500 have taken part in the studies 

of the ‘Living in the Spirit’ book.  Over 2,000 have given their lives 
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to Jesus Christ and are committed to live by the directions of the 

Spirit.  This is living the Pentecost experience today! 

 

These are some of the experiences taking place: 

 

1. During small group encounters, under the directions of Spirit-

filled leadership, people are for the first time identifying their 

spiritual gifts, and are changing the traditional ministry to body 

ministry. 

 

2. Under constant prayers, visions and dreams are becoming a day 

to day experience which are being shared during meetings and 

prayed about. 

 

3. Local congregations are meeting at 4 a.m. and 6 a.m. three days 

a week to pray, and studying the Scriptures is becoming a day to 

day routine.  This makes Christians strong and alert. 

 

4. Miracles and healings are taking place when believers lay hands 

on the sick and pray over them. 

 

5. The financial giving of the Christians is being doubled.   All 

pastors’ wages are supported by the tithe. 

 

6. Rascal activities (crimes) are becoming past time events and 

some drinking clubs are being overgrown by bushes. 

 

7. The worship life is being renewed tremendously.  The traditional 

order of service is being replaced by a much more lively and 

participatory one.  During praise and worship we celebrate by 

clapping, dancing, raising our hands to the King of kings, and we 

meditate and pray.  When a word of knowledge is received we pray 



about the message from the Lord and encourage one another to act 

on it with sensitivity and love. 

 

Problems encountered include division taking place within the 

church because of believers baptism, fault finding, tongues,  

objections to new ways of worship, resistance to testimonies, loss 

of local customs such as smoking or chewing beetle nut or no 

longer killing animals for sacrifices, believers spending so many 

hours in prayer and fasting and Bible studies, marriages where only 

one partner is involved and the other blames the church for causing 

divisions, pride creeping in when gifts are not used      sensitively 

or wisely, and some worship being too unbalanced. 

 

Eastern Highlands, PNG, 1988 

 

Johan van Bruggen, principal of a Lutheran Evangelist Training 

Centre near Kainantu in the Papua New Guinea highlands reported 

in newsletters on the beginnings of revival in their area: 

 

There came Thursday 4 August, a miserable day weather wise,    

although we had great joy during our studies.  Evening devotions 

- not all students came, actually a rather small group.  I too needed 

some inner encouragement to go as it was more comfortable near 

the fire. 

 

We sang a few quiet worship songs. ...  Samson was leading the    

devotions.  We had sung the last song and were waiting for him 

to start.  Starting he did, but in an unusual way.  He cried, 

trembled all over!  ...  Then it spread.  When I looked up again I 

saw the head prefect flat on the floor under his desk.  I was 

praying in tongues off and on.  It became quite noisy.  Students 

were shouting!  Should I stop it?  Don’t hold back!  It went on 
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and one, with students praying and laughing and crying - not quite 

following our planned programme!  We finally stood around the 

table, about twelve of us, holding hands.  Some were absolutely 

like drunk, staggering and laughing!  I heard a few students 

starting off in tongues and I praised the Lord.  The rain had 

stopped, not so the noise.  So more and more people came in and 

watched! 

 

 Not much sleeping that night!  They talked and talked!  And that 

was not the end.  Of course the school has changed completely. 

Lessons were always great, I thought, but have become greater  

still.  Full of joy most of the time, but also with a tremendous 

burden.  A burden to witness. 

 

    What were the highlights of 1988? 

 

No doubt the actual outpouring of the Holy Spirit must come 

first.  It happened on August 4 when the Spirit fell on a group 

of students and staff, with individuals receiving the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit on several occasions later on in the year.  

The school has never been the same again.  As direct results 

we noticed a desire for holiness, a hunger for God’s Word 

which was insatiable right up till the end of the school year, 

and also a tremendous urge to go out and witness.  Whenever 

they had a chance many of our students were in the villages 

with studies and to lead Sunday services.  Prayer life 

deepened, and during worship services we really felt 

ourselves to be on holy ground. 

 

[In 1989] Our 35 new students were again fascinated by the 

new life they discovered among the second year students.  

The Word of God did the rest.  During the month of March 



real repentance took place.  One week before Easter the Holy 

Spirit moved mightily among the students and staff.  There 

was a lot of crying during that week.  Each night the students 

met in small prayer groups.  The aim was to get them 

prepared to go out to seven small Easter camps that were 

planned for the Gazup area - our area here around the school. 

 

God’s Spirit really prepared them well!  I have never seen 

and heard so much crying.  Many students had listed all their 

sins.  I must confess that some of these lists really shook me.  

There was witchcraft, magic, adultery, stealing, drunkenness.  

It once again showed me how deep and far the world has 

invaded the church today.  There was tremendous relief as 

students were assured of forgiveness and were filled with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 

 

An example of how God used these students is the account of a 

young man, David, Markham Valley of the Eastern Highlands in 

Papua New Guinea who was studying at the Training School.  He 

had a growing burden for his village of Waritzian which was 

known and feared as the centre of pagan occult practices. 

 

During his studies he was concerned for his people who were not 

ready for the Lord’s return.  He prayed much.  As part of an 

outreach team he visited nearby villages and then went to his own 

people in May, 1989.  They had already written to the Training 

School asking for him to come to teach them.  He was concerned 

about the low spiritual life of the church.  He spent a couple of days 

alone praying for them.  

 

Then as he was teaching them they heard the sound of an 

approaching wind which filled the place.  Many were weeping, 
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confessing their sins.  They burnt their fetishes used in sorcery.  

This had been a stronghold of those sanguma practices.  Many 

people received various spiritual gifts including unusual abilities 

such as speaking English in tongues and being able to read the 

Bible.  People met for prayer, worship and study every day and at 

night. These daily meetings continued. 

 

Elcho Island, Australia, 1979 

 

Djiniyini Gondarra, Uniting Church minister in the settlement of 

 late 

afternoon Missionary Aviation Fellowship flight on 14 March, 

1979.  Aboriginal Christians there had been praying earnestly, and 

met that night in his home for another prayer meeting.  He reports,  

 

 hearts and 

the whole form of our prayer suddenly changed and everybody 

began to pray in the Spirit and in harmony. And there was a great 

noise going on in the room and we began to ask one another what 

was going on.  Some of us said that God had now visited us and 

once again established his kingdom among his people who have 

been bound for so long by the power of evil...  In that same evening 

the word just spread like the flames of fire and reached the whole 

sleep at all that night because people were just coming for the 

ministry, bringing the sick to be prayed for, for healing. Others 

came to bring their problems. Even a husband and wife came to 

bring their marriage problem, so the Lord touched them and healed 

their marriage (Gondarra 1991). 

     

Teams from Elcho Island took revival movements throughout 

Arnhem Land, Northern Territory and Western Australia.  At 



Warburton, then regarded as having one of the highest aboriginal 

crime rates in Australia, the results of  

 

Vineyard Fellowships, 1980 

 

In 1977 John Wimber began pastoring the fellowship of about 40 

people which had been commenced by his wife, Carol.  It later 

became the headquarters of the Vineyard Christian Fellowships.  

John preached from Luke’s gospel and began to pray for healings 

with no visible results for nine months although the worship and 

evangelism attracted many people.  Then healings began to happen 

and became a regular part of Vineyard ministry. 

 

In [1980] the congregation had an experience of corporate 

renewal.  On the evening of Mothers’ Day a young man who 

had been attending the church gave a testimony and asked 

those under twenty-five to come forward.  He then invoked 

the Holy Spirit and the young people - about 400 of them - 

fell to the floor, weeping, wailing and speaking in tongues.  

Wimber and the rest of the congregation had never 

experienced anything like that before (Gunstone 1989:11). 

 

A revival had begun.  In the next four months they baptised 700 

new converts.  They began ministering in the Spirit’s power in new 

ways and healings became a regular part of their church’s life and 

their international teaching ministry.  The church grew to 6,000 in 

a decade and commenced many other Vineyard fellowships. 

 

Brugam, PNG, 1984 

 

In the Sepik lowlands of northern Papua New Guinea revival 

touched the South Seas Evangelical Churches at Easter 1984, 
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sparked by Solomon Island pastors.  It was characterised by 

repentance, confession, weeping and great joy.  Stolen goods were 

returned or replaced, and wrongs made right.  Australian 

missionary Ray Overend’s report includes comment on revival 

beginning at Brugam, the church headquarters, on 14 June: 

 

About 200 people surged forward.  Many fell flat on their faces on 

the ground sobbing aloud.  Some were shaking - as spiritual battles 

raged within.  There was quite some noise...  The spiritual battles 

and cries of contrition continued for a long time.  Then one after 

another in a space of about three minutes everybody rose to their 

feet, singing spontaneously as they rose.  They were free.  The 

battle was won.  Satan was bound.  They had made Christ their 

King!  Their faces looked to heaven as they sang.  They were like 

the faces of angels.  The singing was like the singing of heaven.  

Deafening, but sweet and reverent (Overend 1986:36-37). 

   

The whole curriculum and approach at the Bible School for the area 

changed.  Instead of having traditional classes and courses, teachers 

would work with the school all day from prayer times early in the 

morning through Bible teaching followed by discussion and 

sharing times during the day to evening worship and ministry.  The 

school became a community, seeking the Lord together.  Christians 

learned to witness and minister in spiritual gifts, praying and 

responding to the leading of the Spirit.  These included discernment 

of spirits, deliverance, words of knowledge, tongues, prophecy, 

healing and boldness in evangelism. 

 

Kambaidam, PNG, 1988 

 

Johan van Bruggen, a missionary at the Lutheran Evangelist 

Training Centre at Kambaidam near Kainantu in the Eastern 



Highlands of Papua New Guinea, reported in his circulars on the 

beginnings of revival which produced powerful evangelism, 

deliverance where whole villages publicly burned fetishes, and 

healings and miracles: 

 

What were the highlights of 1988?  No doubt the actual outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit must come first.  It happened on August 4 when 

the Spirit fell on a group of students and staff, with individuals 

receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit on several occasions later 

on in the year.  The school has never been the same again.  As direct 

which was insatiable right up till the end of the school year, and 

also a tremendous urge to go out and witness.  Whenever they had 

a chance many of our students were in the villages with studies and 

to lead Sunday services.  Prayer life deepened, and during worship 

services we really felt ourselves to be on holy ground. ...  We have 

been almost left speechless by what God is doing now through our 

students.  We realize that we have been led on and are now on the 

threshold of a revival (Waugh 2009:96). 

  

Madruga, Cuba, 1988 

 

In 1988, revival broke out in a small church in Madruga, Cuba.  

“People would begin to weep when they entered the church,” said 

their pastor.  More than 60 churches experienced a similar move of 

the Spirit among the 10 million people of Cuba.  The revival 

produced more than 2,400 house churches.  Although open 

evangelism is still outlawed, teenagers were joining the children 

and adults to witness boldly in parks, beaches, and other public 

places, regardless of the risk.  There is a “holy and glorious 

restlessness” amongst the believers, said one pastor.  “The once 

defensive mood and attitude of the church has turned into an 
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offensive one, and Chr

- Cuba for Christ!” (Open Doors, Australian Report, 

September 1993). 

 

1988 saw astounding revival in Cuba.  The Pentecostals, Baptists, 

independent evangelical churches and some Methodist and 

Nazarene churches experienced powerful revival.  One Assemblies 

of God church had around 100,000 visit it in six months, many 

coming in bus loads.  One weekend they had 8,000 visitors, and on 

one day the four pastors (including two youth pastors) prayed with 

over 300 people. 

 

 In central Cuba, a miraculous healing took place at a 150-

seat chapel at the beginning of a nine-day mission.  The 

repercussions were so astounding that at one time 5,000 

people crowded into the chapel.  During those nine days, 

1,200 people became Christians, and there were further 

healings.  The two pastors were put in prison, but Cuban  

believers commented, ‘Although the authorities stopped this 

crusade, they cannot stop the Holy Spirit.’  Revival spread to 

the rest of Cuba (Mills 1990:18). 

 

In many Pentecostal churches the lame walked, the blind saw, the 

deaf heard, and people’s teeth were filled.  Often 2,000 to 3,000 

attended meetings.  In one evangelical church over 15,000 people 

accepted Christ in three months.  A Baptist pastor reported signs 

and wonders occurring continuously with many former atheists and 

communists testifying to God’s power.  So many have been 

converted that churches cannot hold them so they must met in 

house churches. 

 



In Cuba in 1990, an Assemblies of God pastor whose 

congregation never exceeded 100 people meeting once a 

week suddenly found himself conducting 12 services per day 

for 7,000 people.  They started queuing at 2.00 a.m. and even 

broke down doors just to get into the prayer meetings 

(Robinson 1992:14). 

 

China, 1989 

 

The persecuted church in China lives in constant revival.  This is 

merely a sample account. 

 

In 1989 Henan preachers visited North Anhul province and found 

several thousand believers in the care of an older pastor from 

Shanghai.  At their first night meeting with 1,000 present 30 were 

baptised in the icy winter.  The first baptised was a lady who had 

convulsions if she went into water.  She was healed of that and 

other ills, and found the water warm.  A 12 year old boy deaf and 

dumb was baptized and spoke, “Mother, Father, the water is not 

cold - the water is not cold.”  An aged lady nearly 90, disabled after 

an accident in her 20s, was completely healed in the water.  By the 

third and fourth nights over 1,000 were baptised.  A young 

evangelist, Enchuan, 20 years old in 1990, had been leading 

evangelistic teams since he was 17.  He said, “When the church 

first sent us out to preach the Gospel, after two to three months of 

ministering we usually saw 20-30 converts.  But now it is not 20.  

It is 200, 300, and often 600 or more will be converted” (Balcombe 

1991). 

 

Dennis Balcombe reported in a newsletter on 27 August 1994:  

“This year has seen the greatest revival in Chinese history.  Some 

provinces have seen over 100,000 conversions during the first half 
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of this year. 

 

Latin America 

 

Peter Wagner’s research describes Latin American Protestants 

growing  from 50,000 in 1900 to over 5 million in the 1950s, over 

10 million in the 1960s, over 20 million in the 1970s, around 50 

million by the end of the eighties and over 137 million by 2000.  

Over 100 new churches begin every week. 

 

Pentecostals are the biggest proportion of this growth.  One quarter 

of the Protestants were Pentecostal by the 1950s; three quarters by 

the 1980s.  By then 90% of Protestants in Chile were Pentecostal 

(Wagner 1986:27). 

 

Many congregations in Latin America now are huge.  By the 

eighties the Brazil for Christ Church in Sao Paulo seated 25,000 on 

a mile and a half of benches.  The Jotabeche Methodist Pentecostal 

Church of Santiago in Chile has over 90,000 members.  One of the 

largest fellowships in Argentina is the Vision of the Future church 

pastored by Omar and Marfa Cabrera and a committed team of 

leaders.  They had 30,000 in 1979.  That grew to over 145,000 by 

1988.  The Cabreras have a powerful personal and mass 

deliverance ministry, taking authority over demons in areas and in 

people. 

 

Small rural churches spring up across the continent far outstripping 

the provision of trained leadership.  By the 1960s the Presbyterians 

of Guatemala had initiated Theological Education by Extension, 

including weekly local seminars for on-the-job leadership 

development. This pattern is spreading worldwide in distance 

education programs. 



 

Africa 

 

The church in Africa has grown from around 10 million in 1900 to 

over 200 million in the 1980s and over 300 million in the nineties.  

By 2000 that number passed 400 million, half the population.  In 

the early 1900s one out of every 13,000 were Christians; now one 

out of three are reported as being Christians. 

 

Following Zaire’s independence in 1960 that country (formerly the 

Belgian Congo) experienced a blood bath at the hands of rebels.  

Over 30 missionaries were martyred in Zaire in 1960-1965 as were 

hundreds of pastors and thousands of their members.  Whole 

congregations were wiped out.  In one place the Christians were 

driven into a church building and all burned alive.  Yet the 

persecuted church of Zaire saw a remarkable revival.  Born in 

agonising prayer and fanned by supernatural visitations of God, it 

grew in a powerful underground movement.  The people, appalled 

at the killings, turned to God in thousands. 

 

    As the troubles subsided there was an extraordinary revival.  

More than one rebel said, ‘The more we kill these Christians the 

more they multiply.  They have got a power we haven’t got.’  

Disillusioned with politics, there was a sudden wholesale turning 

to God among the people.  A Congolese pastor revealed, ‘During 

the long period when we were cut off from the missionaries we had 

a remarkable visitation of the Spirit of God.  The pastors of our 

district had been fasting and praying because of the bloodshed and 

persecutions. As we were praying the Spirit descended on us  in a 

wonderful way and His gifts operated among us.  He told us many 

things in prophecy which have all come true.  The Holy Spirit 

began to convict of sin as we went back to our churches to preach, 
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and streams of men and women believed on the Lord Jesus and 

confessed their sins exactly as in Acts 19:17-20, bringing their 

heathen charms.  This revival lasted eight months.’  This was 

repeated throughout the great area of the Zaire     Evangelical 

Mission; revival broke out everywhere and thousands     upon 

thousands were converted and added to the churches (Whittaker 

1984:117). 

 

Similarly, persecution in Uganda for eight terrible years following 

Idi Amin’s coup in 1971, saw the church refined and aflame.  In 

those years the Christians increased from 52% to around 70% of 

the twelve million population. 

 

Many African revivals experience supernatural manifestations, 

visions, prophecies, and healings.  The East African revival 

continued for 40 years with repeated repentance and unity.   

 

Revivals include a powerful move of God in Ethiopia in 1978.   

Revived Christians survived the Mau Mau massacres in Kenya and 

the church continued to grow.  For example, 700 new churches 

began in Kenya in 1980 alone, a rate of about two a day.  Nigeria 

experienced revivals in 1983-1984, accelerating church growth 

there (Pratney 1984:267-8). 

 

Outstanding leaders have emerged including men such as the Zulu 

Nicholas Bhengu.  Fluent in Zulu, Xhosa, English and Afrikaans, 

this dynamic leader of the Back to God Crusade moved across 

southern Africa for 40 years and started over 1,000 churches 

through the mighty outpourings of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Reinhard Bonnke, a German evangelist called to Africa, leads 

amazing crusades filled with the power of God in which thousands 



are converted, healed and delivered of evil spirits.  His multi-racial 

team in Christ For All Nations crusades ministered in a 10,000-

seater tent which was often too small.  In 1980 alone 100,000 

people made commitments to Christ in his crusades, and those huge 

numbers have continued and increased each year since.  His huge 

tent used from 1983 held 30,000.  But now he holds open air 

crusades, often with more than 500,000 attending. 

 

 

India 

 

The turn of the century prepared the way for revival movements in 

India.  From 1895 the first Saturday of each month was set aside in 

Bombay for prayer for revival, and other centres followed this 

pattern.  Revival came in 1905, again linked with world wide 

outpourings as in Wales. 

 

Distress caused by famine in 1904 also caused Christians to pray 

all over India.  As news of revival in Wales reached India, and 

returning missionaries told of God’s move there, expectation and 

prayer grew across India. 

 

Revival moved in groups across Eastern India especially among the 

tribal people.  Revival swept through the Khasi hills and among the 

Garos to their west and into the Naga Hills.  It turned the hills 

people from head hunters into predominantly Christian within a 

generation.  Bengal was also touched by the revival as news from 

the north motivated Christians to pray, repent and believe. 

 

Revival affected India most strongly in the South and East, but 

North India also saw God’s power change lives.  John Hyde, known 

as Praying Hyde, spent days and nights in prayer with friends for 
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revival in India.  In schools, a seminary and then in conventions 

among the resistant Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus of North East India 

the revival spread.  The Sialkot annual conventions grew in 

numbers and impact.  A young Sikh named Sundar Singh had a 

vision of Jesus on 18 December 1904 and was converted.  He 

became a Christian Sadhu mystic and evangelist in India and Tibet. 

 

Korea 

 

The first Protestant missionaries went to Korea in the 1880s.  By 

the 1980s one quarter of South Koreans were Christian.  In 1980 

Here’s Life Korea crusade drew 2,700,000, the largest single 

Christian meetings in history. 

 

Brutal persecution at the hands of the Japanese and then the 

Russian and Chinese communists saw thousands killed, but still the 

church grew in fervent prayer.  Prior to the Russian invasion 

thousands of North Koreans gathered every morning at 5 a.m.  

Sometimes 10,000 were gathered in one place for prayer each 

morning. 

 

Early morning daily prayer meetings became common, as did 

nights of prayer especially on Friday nights, and this emphasis on 

prayer has continued as a feature of church life in Korea.  Over a 

million gather every morning around 5 a.m. for prayer in the 

churches.  Prayer and fasting is normal.  Churches have over 100 

prayer retreats in the hills called Prayer Mountains to which 

thousands go to pray, often with fasting.  Healings and supernatural 

manifestations continue. 

 

Now the city of Seoul has 6,000 churches, many huge.  Koreans 

have sent over 10,000 missionaries into other Asian countries. 



 

Paul Yonggi Cho has amazing growth in Seoul where he is senior 

pastor of a Full Gospel church of 800,000 with over 25,000 home 

cell groups, and 12,000 conversions reported every month.  During 

the week over 3,000 a day and over 5,000 at weekends pray at their 

prayer mountain. 

 

China 

 

In 1950, missionaries expelled from China left behind one million 

evangelical Christians, and three million Catholics.  Conservative 

figures run from 50 to 80 million Christians in China now and some 

Asian researchers report 100 million Christians estimated out of 

960 million population.  This underground revival spread through 

thousands of house churches.  Miracles, healings, visions and 

supernatural interventions of God marked this outpouring of the 

Spirit. 

 

Many suffered and died in persecution.  David Wong tells of a 

pastor imprisoned for over 22 years who left behind a church of 

150 people scattered through the hill villages in northern China.  

On his release in the 1980s he discovered the church in that area 

had grown to 5,000.  Three years later it had trebled to 15,000. 

 

Mama Kwong, exiled in Japan because of her virile Christian 

leadership, tells how over 30 years she helped to lead one million 

to the Lord through preaching and home cell meetings.  She was 

imprisoned three times.  Such leaders often faced long 

imprisonment or martyrdom, and her own son and others were 

nailed alive to church walls.  The blood of the martyrs is still the 

seed of the church in China. 
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Mama Kwong says that during those days [1960s], God 

chose 300 dedicated Christians to start a new church.  As they 

gathered at 3 a.m. one morning, they saw a vision of the Lord 

and clearly heard His voice saying, ‘Although Communism 

is evil, I will open the door and no-one will shut it.’  As the 

300 went out and shared the gospel, tremendous miracles 

began to happen.  Whole towns and villages turned to Christ’ 

(Whittaker 1984:153). 

 

A Hong Kong and China Report of March 1991 produced by the 

Revival Christian Church tells of continuing opposition and 

imprisonment, but also of astounding church growth. 

 

In 1989 preachers from Henan province visited North Anhul 

province and found several thousand believers in care of an older 

pastor from Shanghai.  On the first night of their meetings that 

winter with 1,000 present 30 people were baptised.  First was a lady 

who had convulsions if she went into cold water.  She was healed 

of that and other ills and found the water warm.  A twelve year old 

boy, deaf and dumb, was baptised and spoke, ‘Mother, Father, the 

water is not cold - the water is not cold.’  A lady nearly 90, disabled 

after an accident in her twenties, was completely healed in the 

water.  By the third and fourth night over 1,000 were baptised. 

 

A young man who has been leading teams since he was 17, reported 

in 1990 at the age of 20: ‘When the church first sent us out to preach 

the Gospel, after two to three months of ministering we usually saw 

20-30 converts.  But now it is not 20.  It is 200, 300, and often 600 

or more will be converted.’ 

 

In 12 March 1991, the South China Morning Post, acknowledged 

there were one million Christians in central Henan province, many 



having made the previously unheard of decision to voluntarily 

withdraw from the party.  ‘While political activities are cold-

shouldered, religious ones are drawing large crowds.’ 

 

Asia Outreach reported that Outer Mongolia had four known 

Christians by the beginning of 1991.  That grew to over 70 by 

August, and many churches and a Bible school have been 

established since then. 

 

Russia 

 

In 1990, the Soviet Union acknowledged before its demise that 90 

million of its 290 million inhabitants confess allegiance to a church 

or religious community.  Christians have estimated over 97 million 

were Christian (Pratney 1984:273). 

 

Sergie Kordakov, a teenage thug leader of tough marines, worked 

for the KGB including breaking up house churches or Christian 

home groups, arresting the pastors and beating the Christians, 

especially any young people found there.  He was eventually 

converted through the witness of a young girl Natasha who kept 

coming to home groups inspite of being bashed.   He noted how a 

secret revival was sweeping Russia involving many young people 

as well as older Christians. 

 

Another young man, Vanya saw God’s miraculous protection and 

intervention in his military service where he unashamedly 

witnessed to his faith in God, before his mysterious death.. 

 

The earnest prayers of suffering Christians through most of this 

century has been a significant part in more recent freedom to 

worship God experienced in Russia and its neighbours.  Reports 
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from Russia have included huge numbers turning to Christ 

recently.   

 

In 1991, for example, 70,000 out of 90,000 made commitments to 

Christ in an evangelism rally in Leningrad.  Churches are packed.  

All available Bibles were sold.   

 

David Yonggi Cho from Korea preached in eastern Russia in 1992 

with 35,000 making commitments to Christ and dramatic healings 

in a crusade there (see “Speaking God’s Word” in Renewal Journal 

Issue 8: Awakening). 

 

Nepal (Himalayas) 

 

Nepal has been traditionally resistant to Christianity.  That is 

changing.  David Wang (Asian Report, May/June 1991) tells of a 

former Lama priest, illiterate, who has been a pastor for 13 years 

and pastors 43 fellowships with total of 32,000 people.  Another 

pastor oversees 40,000 people.  Most conversions in Nepal involve 

casting out demons. 

 

Raju Sundas commenced a church in Kathmandu in the nineties 

which grew to be one of the largest in the nation and was featured 

on national television when Christmas Day was first proclaimed a 

public holiday in 2006.  Their Hallelujah Church is saturated in 

prayer, often 24 hours a day and all their leaders have fasted and 

prayed for 40 days many times. 

 

Burma 

 

Missionaries were expelled from Burma in the 1960s but the 

church continues to grow.  The largest known baptismal service in 



the world happened there at the Kachin Baptist Centennial 

Convention in 1977 with 6,000 baptised in one day. 
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Chapter 3 
    

1990s – Decade of Revivals 
 

 

 

A survey of revival movements in the 1999s leading into 2000. 

 

 “I have heard more reports of revival-like activity in the last three 

years than in the previous thirty,” wrote church growth professor 

Peter Wagner in the Foreword to Flashpoints of Revival in 1998. 

Revival reports have increased, not diminished, since then.  Healing 

evangelists such as Reinhard Bonnke, Benny Hinn, Rodney 

Howard-Browne and others are known worldwide. This article 

surveys some revival reports in the nineties as examples of the 

stirrings of revival at the end of the century.  My book Flashpoints 

of Revival gives further details.  This article summarises some 

accounts from that book, and updates that information with 

additional accounts. 

These reports provide signposts or flashpoints of revival.  They look 

like the early waves of a rising tidal wave of revival - Christians 

powerfully impacted, and large numbers won to the Lord.  Some of 

these outpourings of the Spirit have begun to transform 

communities, reducing crime, and some have begun to touch 

nations.   

As with previous revivals, the manifestations include a mixture of 

the divine hand of God, human reactions, and demonic attacks.  We 

thank God for his great mercy and powerful work in individuals, 

churches and communities.  We long for God, especially in his 

awesome majesty and glory breaking in upon our sinfulness with 

holiness and grace.      



 

Argentina, 1992 

 

During the 1980s, Carlos Annacondia, a businessman turned 

evangelist, won thousands to the Lord in mass crusades 

accompanied by signs and wonders, healings (including filling of 

teeth) and deliverances.  Churches grew dramatically.   

Other pastor/evangelists such as Omar Cabrera and Hector Giminez 

won hundreds of thousands to the Lord.  All of them have powerful 

ministries in evangelism with many signs and wonders, healings 

and miracles.  Omar and Marfa Cabrera discovered the power of 

prayer for deliverance, and now lead a church movement of over 

90,000 in 120 cities.  Hector Giminez, formerly a drug addicted 

criminal, lead a church which grew to 1000 in a year and now has 

over 120,000. 

Claudio Freidzon, founder of a Buenos Aires church which grew to 

4000 people in five years, continues to lead powerful crusades in 

another wave of revival since 1992.  The breakthrough came for 

him and his wife Betty after seven years of struggling as a pastors 

with a congregation of seven in a dilapidated building.  He 

reported: 

Sometimes pastor friends came to visit and would find me alone in 

the meeting.  I felt like dying: I wished I could disappear.  I used to 

walk among the empty benches and the devil laughed and jumped 

around me, whispering in my ear: “You’re no good; you’ll never 

make any progress; it will always be like this.” 

And unfortunately I believed him.  One day I thought: “This isn’t 

for me.  I’m going to give up the pastorate.  I’m going to resume 

my engineering studies and get myself a job.”  But deep down I 

knew that was not God’s plan. 



1990s – Decade of Revivals 

I went and saw my superintendent for the purpose of handing in my 

credentials.  But before I could tell him, he said, “Claudio, I have 

something to say to you.  God has something to say to you.  He has 

something wonderful for you.  You don’t see it, but God is going to 

use you greatly.’ …  He went on: “Look, I started in a very 

precarious house and had no help from anybody.  Sometimes I had 

nothing to eat and I suffered greatly.  But we prayed and God 

provided for  each day and we felt grateful.  I knew we were doing 

God’s will.  And when I think of you,  Claudio, I know you are 

going to be useful to God and that you are within his will.  I don’t  

know what your problems are, but keep on.  By the way, what 

brings you here today?” 

I put my credentials back in my pocket and said, “Well... , nothing 

in particular, I thought I would just come and share a moment with 

you.”  There was nothing else I could say.  When I got home Betty 

was weeping and I said, “Betty, we’re going to continue.”  I 

embraced her tightly and we started all over again (Waugh 2009, 

106).  

 

Brisbane, Australia, 1993 

 

Pastor Neil Miers preached at Brisbane Christian Outreach Centre 

on Sunday night 2 May. 1993.  Darren Trinder, editor of their 

magazine A New Way of Living (now Outreach), reported: 

 

Some staggered drunkenly, others had fits of laughter, others lay 

prostrate on the floor, still more were on their knees while others 

joined hands in an impromptu dance.  Others, although showing 

no physical signs, praised the Lord anyway, at the same time 

trying to take it all in.  People who had never prayed publicly for 

others moved among the crowd and laid hands on those present. 



“When we first saw it in New Zealand early in April we were 

sceptical,” said Nance Miers, wife of Christian Outreach Centre 

Spirit move like this here and there over the years.  But this was 

different.  In the past it seemed to have affected a few 

individuals, but this time it was a corporate thing.” 

Neil Miers himself was physically affected, along with several 

other senior pastors, early in this Holy Ghost phenomenon.  Later 

he viewed the series of events objectively.  “It started in New 

Zealand and then broke out in New Guinea, and now it’s here.  

If I know the Holy Ghost, it will break out across the 

world - wherever people are truly seeking revival.  For the 

moment this is what God is saying to do, and we’re doing it.  It’s 

that simple.” 

But despite the informal nature of the events, Pastor Miers, 

adopting his shepherd role, was careful to monitor the situation.  

“There are some who are going overboard with it; just like when 

someone gets drunk on earthly wine for the first time.  The next 

time it happens they’ll understand it a little better.” 

Within two weeks this outpouring of the Spirit touched C.O.C. 

churches across Australia, from Townsville to Perth.  People were 

overwhelmed.  Many found release, healing and anointing amid 

laughter, tears, shaking or stillness.  Many saw visions.  Some had 

open-eyed visions such as seeing the glory of God or angels 

appearing in the building.  Many were ‘drunk in the Spirit’ for days 

or weeks. 

The result?  The churches experienced anointed evangelism and 

mission.  The movement now has over 200 centres in Australia 

and more than 450 centres overseas.  It has powerful crusades in 

many countries, international ‘global care’ relief outreaches, 

international church-based Ministry Training Institutes, education 
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from pre-school to tertiary including Christian Heritage College 

offering degrees in education, arts, business, and also in ministry 

through the Brisbane COC School of Ministries, and has regular 

teams involved in mission, evangelism and pastoral care. 

 

Boston, America, 1993 

 

During November 1993, revival touched the 450 member 

Christian Teaching and Worship Centre (CTWC) in Woburn, 

Boston led by Mona Johnian and her husband Paul.  Revival broke 

out in their church after they attended revival meetings led by 

Rodney Howard-Browne in Jekyll Island Georgia, in November of 

1993.  Richard Riss reported: 

At first, Mona was not impressed by the various phenomena she 

observed there, but she was surprised that her own pastor, Bill 

Ligon of Brunswick, Georgia, fell to the floor when Rodney 

Howard-Browne laid his hands upon him.  “Bill is the epitome of 

dignity, a man totally under control,” she said.  The first chapter 

of her book describes a meeting at her church in which revival 

broke out while Bill Ligon was there as a guest minister.  From 

the Johnians’ church, the revival spread to other churches, 

including Bath Baptist Church of Bath, Maine, pastored by Greg 

Foster. 

In a video entitled Revival, produced in his church in August of 

1994, Paul Johnian said, “We cannot refute the testimony of the 

Church. ...  What is taking place here is not an accident.  It’s not 

birthed by man.  It’s by the Spirit of God. ...  The last week in 

October of 1993, Mona and I went down to Georgia.  We belong 

to a Fellowship of Charismatic and Christian Ministries 

International, and we went down there for the annual conference.  

And hands were laid on us.  And we were anointed.  And I’m just 



going to be completely honest with you.  What I witnessed there 

in the beginning I did not even understand.  I concluded that what 

was taking place was not of God ... because there was too much 

confusion. ...  I saw something that I could not comprehend with 

my finite understanding.  And it was only when I searched the 

Scriptures and asked God to show me and to reveal truth to me 

that I saw that what was taking place in the Body of Christ was a 

sovereign move of the Almighty.  And I, for one, wanted to 

humble myself and be a part of the sovereign move of the 

Almighty.  And I came back.  I really didn’t sense any change 

within me.  But I came back just believing God that He was going 

to be doing something different in our congregation (Riss 1996, 

31) . 

That has now happened in various forms in thousands of churches 

touched by this current awakening. 

 

Toronto, Canada, 1994 

 

John Arnott, senior pastor at the Toronto Airport Christian 

Fellowship told how the “Toronto Blessing” - which they call the 

Father’s blessing - began: 

In October 1992, Carol and I started giving our entire mornings to 

the Lord, spending time worshipping, reading, praying and being 

with him.  For a year and a half we did this, and we fell in love with 

Jesus all over again. ... 

We heard about the revival in Argentina, so we travelled there in 

November 1993 hoping God’s anointing would rub off on us 

somehow.  We were powerfully touched in meetings led by Claudio 

Freidzon, a leader in the Assemblies of God in Argentina. ...  We 

came back from Argentina with a great expectation that God would 

do something new in our church. 
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We had a taste of what the Lord had planned for us during our New 

Year’s Eve service as we brought in 1994.  People were prayed for 

and powerfully touched by God.  They were lying all over the floor 

by the time the meeting ended.  We thought, “This is wonderful, 

Lord.  Every now and then you move in power.”  But we did not 

think in terms of sustaining this blessing. 

We invited Randy Clark, a casual friend and pastor of the Vineyard 

Christian Fellowship in St. Louis, Missouri, to speak because we 

heard that people were being touched powerfully by God when he 

ministered.  We hoped that this anointing would follow him to our 

church.  Yet Randy and I were in fear and trembling, hoping God 

would show up in power, but uncertain about what would happen.  

We were not exactly full of faith - but God was faithful anyway. 

On January 20, 1994, the Father’s blessing fell on the 120 people 

attending that Thursday night meeting in our church.  Randy gave 

his testimony, and ministry time began.  People fell all over the 

floor under the power of the Holy Spirit, laughing and crying.  We 

had to stack up all the chairs to make room for everyone.  Some 

people even had to be carried out.    

We had been praying for God to move, and our assumption was that 

we would see more people saved and healed, along with the 

excitement that these would generate. It never occurred to us that 

God would throw a massive party where people would laugh, roll, 

cry and become so empowered that emotional hurts from childhood 

were just lifted off them.  The phenomena may be strange, but the 

fruit this is producing is extremely good (Waugh 2009, 111-112).  

Hundreds of thousands have visited their church since then, most 

returning to their home churches with a fresh anointing for ministry 

and evangelism.  People were saved and healed, more in the next 

two years than ever before in that church.   

 



London, 1994 

 

The Anglican Church, Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB) near 

Kengsington in London has been powerfully affected by the current 

awakening and widely reported in the media.  The famous Alpha 

evangelism and renewal course now used worldwide, comes from 

them. 

Eleanor Mumford, assistant pastor of the South-West London 

Vineyard and wife of John Mumford (the pastor and the overseer of 

the Vineyard Churches in Britain), told a group of friends about her 

recent visit to the Toronto Airport Vineyard in Canada.  When she 

prayed for them the Holy Spirit profoundly affected them. 

Nicky Gumbel, Curate of Holy Trinity Brompton, was there.  He 

rushed back from this meeting with his wife, Pippa, to the HTB 

church office in South Kensington where he was late for a staff 

meeting.  The meeting was ready to adjourn.  He apologised, told 

what had happened, and was then asked to pray the concluding 

prayer.  He prayed for the Holy Spirit to fill everyone in the room.   

The church newspaper, HTB in Focus, 12 June 1994, reported the 

result: “The effect was instantaneous.  People fell to the ground 

again and again.  There were remarkable scenes as the Holy Spirit 

touched all those present in ways few had ever experienced or seen.  

Staff members walking past the room were also affected.  Two 

hours later some of those present went to tell others in different 

offices and prayed with them where they found them.  They too 

were powerfully affected by the Holy Spirit - many falling to the 

ground.  Prayer was still continuing after 5 pm” (Riss 1995). 

The church leaders invited Eleanor Mumford to preach at Holy 

Trinity Brompton the next Sunday, 29 May, at both services.  After 

both talks, she prayed for the Holy Spirit to come upon the people.  

Some wept.  Some laughed.  Many came forward for prayer and 
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soon lay overwhelmed on the floor. 

Cassette tapes of those services circulated in thousands of churches 

in England.  A fresh awakening began to spread through the 

churches.  Nicky Gumbel’s Alpha Course has spread worldwide.  

Sandy Miller prayed for Stephen Hill just before his evangelistic 

ministry began at Pensacola.  Thousands still pass through “HTB” 

seeking God, and finding him.   

 

Sunderland, England, 1994 

 

Ken and Lois Gott founders of Sunderland Christian Centre (SCC) 

in 1987 in the north-east   of England, felt dry and worn out in 1994.  

Ken Gott and four other Pentecostals visited Holy Trinity Brompton 

in London.  The presence of God among Anglicans humbled and 

amazed those Pentecostals. 

Andy and Jane Fitz-Gibbon reported that “stereotypes were 

shattered as Ken and the other Pentecostals received a new baptism 

in the Spirit at the hands of Bishop David Pytches.  The change was 

so profound in Ken that the members at SCC took up an offering 

and sent Ken, Lois and their youth leader for a week to Toronto.  

Like most of us who have made the same pilgrimage, they were 

profoundly touched, soaking in God for a week, never to be the 

same again.” 

On August 14th, the first Sunday morning back from Toronto, the 

effect on the church was staggering.  Virtually the whole 

congregation responded to Ken’s appeal to receive the same touch 

from God that he and Lois had received.  They decided to meet 

again in the evening, although normal meetings had been postponed 

for the summer recess.  The same experience occurred.  They 

gathered again the next evening and the next . . . in fact for two 

weeks without a night off.  Quickly, numbers grew from around a 



hundred-and-fifty to six hundred.  Word reached the region and, 

without advertising, people began the pilgrimage to Sunderland 

from a radius of around 70 miles. 

By September a pattern of nightly meetings (bar Mondays) was 

established and each night the same overwhelming sense of God 

was present.  That pattern has continued ever since, with monthly 

leaders’ meeting on a Wednesday or Thursday afternoon (with 

usually around 300 in attendance) and a daily ‘place’ of prayer 

being added.  The effect on many churches and on thousands of 

individuals has been profound (Waugh 2009, 122). 

The church began two meetings a day with daily afternoon prayer 

meetings from January 1995.  Many former criminals were saved, 

and crime dropped in the community.      

 

Sydney, Australia, 1994 

 

Christian Life Centre Mount Annan is an Assembly of God church 

located on 37 acres of park-like land near Campbelltown in the 

south west of Sydney.  They have been experiencing a sustained 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit since 5 November 1994.  This edited 

report is by Pastor Brian Shick, a member of the staff at Christian 

Life Centre Mount Annan, Sydney. 

Adrian Gray, the senior Pastor of Christian Life Centre Mount 

Annan was born again in the mid 1960’s during a period of revival 

in Campbelltown.  This initial experience of the power and work of 

the Holy Spirit left a distinct impression on his spirit.  He believed 

for and worked towards full-scale revival as a major focus in his 

relationship with the Lord and in his ministry.  

An outstanding prophetic sign occurred a short while before this 

outpouring took place when a helicopter flying over the church 

called the fire department reporting our building on fire.  Thirteen 
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fire trucks screamed up the church driveway looking for the fire to 

extinguish, but there was no visible fire.  When we realised that it 

was a spiritual fire that had been seen, great awe came upon the 

church.  This happened at the conclusion of ten days of prayer and 

fasting for revival. 

The arrival of the move of the Holy Spirit on the first weekend of 

November, 1994, could only be described as sovereign.  Randwick 

Baptist Church, which is in more central Sydney, experienced the 

same outpouring at exactly the same time.  Numbers of churches 

around the nation experienced a similar occurrence about the same 

time. 

For many months the church had been praying for a visitation of 

God without perhaps really realising what that meant.  An 

evangelistic crusade with an “end-times emphasis” had been 

planned for that weekend.  The evangelist, recently returned from 

Toronto, Canada, preached his evangelistic message and called 

people forward who wanted a fresh touch from God.  Immediately 

over 300 people responded and as the evangelist and pastors prayed 

the presence of God came.  The Father’s heart of love was revealed 

to the people and as hands were gently laid on them they fell to the 

floor under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  They lay there for a 

long time and when they got up there were dozens of amazing 

testimonies of healing and restoration and life changing 

transformations.  The next day, Sunday, the Holy Spirit came again, 

and then again on Monday and Tuesday and in every meeting held 

since that time.  The anointing was so strong that many people in 

those first months would fall to the floor as soon as they came 

through the door.       

Two weeks later on arriving back from Toronto, Adrian and Kathy 

and the leadership team, convinced that this was of God and the 

fulfilment of the many prophecies, made a decision to commit the 



church to revival.  Renewal did not just become an appendage to 

the existing program, it became the entire program.  The Holy Spirit 

is free to move however he wants in any of the services.  While 

most pastors would say that this is the case in their churches, many 

have actually limited the style of meeting that is characteristic of 

this current move, to one or two services a week and the other 

meetings are “normal”. 

Because of the numbers of people just visiting, it is hard to actually 

determine how many people in each service actually belong to the 

church.  There have been approximately 200,000 people pass 

through the church doors since the outpouring began.  The official 

membership has grown from 300 prior to renewal to 700 at present.  

With all the services added together, 1,200 people are ministered to 

per week with many more during conferences.  

 

Greg Beech, the minister of Randwick Baptist Church in Sydney, 

reported: 

We believe what we are witnessing is a sovereign work of the 

Holy Spirit.  It was with considerable amazement that we stood 

back and watched God pour out His Spirit in November 1994 at 

Randwick Baptist Church.  We found it difficult to come to terms 

with the sheer power and intensity of God’s work. 

We have pastored this movement, prayed for discernment, 

discussed, theologized, debated with our critics, searched the 

Scriptures, and carefully watched and examined the fruit.  We 

are convinced this is a true work of God.  However, we 

acknowledge that any work of God which involves a human 

element, will encounter sinful tendencies, perhaps demonic 

attack, and therefore must be carefully dealt with.  The 

conclusions and positions we have reached, both in theology and 

practice, may well be rejected by other churches. We do not 
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believe that ours is the only orthodox position. 

 

Florida, 1995 

 

Five local churches in Melbourne, Florida, invited Randy Clark as 

guest speaker at the Tabernacle Church on New Year’s day of 1995.  

Unusual revival broke out including large numbers falling down, 

laughter, weeping, and many dramatic physical healings.  

Thousands flocked to meetings held six days a week.  Pastors and 

musicians from fifteen different congregations hosted the meetings 

in a new expression of co-operation and unity.  Randy Clark 

reported: 

In 1994 I spent about 150 [days] in renewal meetings. During 

that time I never was in a meeting which I felt had the potential 

to become another Toronto type experience.  That was until I 

went to Melbourne, Florida [on] January 1, 1995.  Another 

revival has broken out.  Many sovereign things have occurred 

which indicate this place too will be [the site of] unusual renewal 

meetings.  I shall share some of these. 

First, what made me expect something special at these meetings?  

I never schedule over four days for meetings, but I scheduled 

fifteen days for this meeting.  Why?  I believed there were things 

going on which indicated a major move of the Spirit was 

imminent. The Black and White ministerial associations merged 

a few months prior to my going. The charismatic pastors had 

been meeting together for prayer for six years, and pastors from 

evangelical and charismatic and Pentecostal churches had been 

meeting and praying together for over two years.  There was a 

unity built which would be able to withstand the pressures of 

diverse traditions working together in one renewal/revival 

meeting. 



The meetings are held at the Tabernacle, the largest church in the 

area.  It holds 950 comfortably.  This was Jamie Buckingham’s 

church, now pastored by Michael Thompson.  The church 

sanctuary is filled by 6:15 with meetings beginning at 7:00.  

About 1,200 are crowded into the sanctuary, another 150 fills a 

small overflow room, and another 200-300 sit outside watching 

on a large screen (Waugh 2009, 124-125). 

The revival in Melbourne continued with an astounding mixture of 

white, black, Asiatic, Hispanic, and American Indian people being 

touched by God, filled with the Spirit and witnessing to others.  

The Christian radio station WSCF, FM 92 at Vero Beach, Florida, 

an hour’s drive south of Melbourne, interviewed Randy Clark on 

Friday 6 January.  The whole staff experienced a strong touch from 

God.  Radio listeners began arriving at the studio for prayer, and 

they moved into the church sanctuary which also filled.   People 

being prayed for fell to the floor, and many were healed. 

 

California, 1995 

 

Glenn and Debbie Berteau, pastors of Calvary Temple Worship 

Centre in Modesto, California, from January 1994, strongly sensed 

the Lord would give them revival there.  Early in 1994, they 

challenged their congregation with that vision.  After the ‘vision 

Sunday’, individuals committed themselves to fast on specific days 

as the congregation became involved in a forty day period of prayer 

and fasting.  In early January 1995, they had a three day fast.  The 

church building remained open for prayer, and people prayed over 

names on cards left on the altar.  Those able to do so met together 

daily for prayer at noon.  Many pastors in the area began meeting 

each week to pray for the city. 

On Sunday 15 January 1995, the church began holding 
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performances of the play, Heaven’s Gates and Hell’s Flames.  It 

was scheduled for three days originally but continued for seven 

weeks with 28 performances.   

Jann Mathies, pastoral secretary of Calvary Temple reported in 

April:  

 

As of this writing, approximately 81,000 have attended the 

performance with 90% each night seeing it for the first time.  At 

time of printing, 33,000 decision packets have been handed out, 

and of that, (confirmed) 20,000 returned with signed decision 

cards.  Over 250 churches have been represented with hundreds 

of people added to the churches in our city and surrounding 

communities in less than one month.  People come as early as 

3:30 pm for a 7 pm performance.  There are over 1,000 people 

waiting to get in at 5 pm, and by 5:30 pm the building is full.  

Thousands of people have been turned away; some from over 

100 miles away. ...  Husbands and wives are reconciling through 

salvation; teenagers are bringing their unsaved parents; over 

6,000 young people have been saved, including gang members 

who are laying down gang affiliation and turning in gang 

paraphernalia. . . .  The revival is crossing every age, religion and 

socio-economic status. . . .   We have many volunteers coming 

in every day, and through the evening hours to contact 500 to 

600 new believers by phone; special classes have also been 

established so that new believers may be established in the faith 

(Waugh 2009, 133). 

The play became a focus for revival in the area.  Some churches 

closed their evening service so their people could take their unsaved 

friends there.  One result is that many churches in the area began 

receiving new coverts and finding their people catching the fire of 

revival in their praying and evangelising. 



One church added a third Sunday morning service to accommodate 

the people.  Another church asked their members to give up their 

seats to visitors.  Bible book stores sold more Bibles than usual.  A 

local psychologist reported on deep healings in the lives of many 

people who attended the drama. 

 That play continues to be used effectively around the world.  For 

example, churches in Australia have performed the play with 

hundreds converted in local churches.  Hardened unbelievers with 

no place for church in their lives have been saved and live for God.  

 

College Revivals, 1995 

Richard Riss gathered these accounts of revival touching colleges 

across America beginning with Howard Payne University in 

Brownwood, Texas.  

At Howard Payne, revival broke out during a January 26 

‘celebration’ service, as students praised God in song and shared 

their testimonies.  Students then started to schedule all-night 

prayer meetings in dormitories. ... 

Then, on February 13-15, during five meetings at Howard Payne, 

Henry Blackaby, a Southern Baptist revival leader ministered at 

a series of five worship services, attended by guests from up to 

200 miles away.  On Tuesday, February 14, more than six 

hundred attended, and students leaders went up to the platform 

to confess publicly their secret sins.  About two hundred stayed 

afterward to continue praying.  One of the students, Andrea 

Cullins, said, “Once we saw the Spirit move, we didn’t want to 

leave.” ... 

After Howard Payne, some of the first schools to be affected 

were Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Forth 

Worth, Texas, Beeson School of Divinity in Birmingham, 
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Alabama, Olivet Nazarene University in Kankakee, Ill., The 

Criswell College in Dallas, Moorehead State University in 

Moorehead, Ky., Murray State University in Murray, Ky., 

Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill., Louisiana Tech University in 

Ruston, La., Gordon College in Wenham, Mass., and Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois.  In each case, 

students went forward during long services to repent of pride, 

lust, bondage to materialism, bitterness, and racism. 

These revivals continued throughout and beyond 1995.  Details 

are given in Accounts of a Campus Revival: Wheaton College 

1995, edited by Timothy Beougher and Lyle Dorsett (Wheaton: 

Harold Shaw Publishers, 1995). 

 

Pasadena, California, 1995 

 

From January of 1995, John Arnott of the Toronto Airport Vineyard 

and Wes Campbell of New Life Vineyard Fellowship in Kelowna, 

British Columbia began speaking for two or three days each at Mott 

Auditorium on the campus of the U. S. Centre for World Mission.  

By 24 March people gathered for meetings five nights a week, 

usually going very late. 

John Arnott conducted powerful meetings there on Friday-Sunday 

24-26 March, hosted by Harvest Rock Church, a Vineyard 

Fellowship.  Then the combined churches in the area continued with 

nightly meetings from Monday 27 March.  Later that settled to 

meetings from Wednesday to Sunday each week.  Then 

Wednesdays were reserved for cell groups and meetings continued 

from Thursday to Sunday nights. 

Che Ahn, senior pastor of Harvest Rock Church wrote in their 

monthly magazine Wine Press in August 1995: 

I am absolutely amazed at what God has done during the past 



five months.  After John Arnott exploded onto the scene with 

three glorious and unforgettable renewal meetings, he 

encouraged the pastors of our church to begin nightly protracted 

meetings. My mind immediately rejected the idea. I thought to 

myself, “The meetings were great because you were here, but 

how can we sustain nightly meetings without someone like John 

Arnott to draw the crowd?”   

The answer to my question was an obvious one. Someone greater 

than John Arnott would show up each night at the 

meetings - Jesus.  And each night since we began March 27, 

1995, God has shown up to heal, to save, and to touch thousands 

of lives. There is no accurate way to measure the impact that the 

renewal meetings are having in our city. I do believe that we are 

making church history, and we are in the midst of another move 

of the Holy Spirit that is sweeping the world.  From March 27 to 

July 27, we have had 99 nightly renewal meetings.  We have 

averaged about 300 people per night, some nights with more that 

1200 people and others with a small crowd of 120. 

More than 25,000 people have walked through the doors of Mott 

Auditorium, many of them happy, repeat customers. We have 

seen more that 300 people come forward to rededicate their lives 

or give their hearts to Jesus Christ. These statistics don’t come 

close to representing other evangelistic fruit of those who have 

attended the meetings.  For example, two church members, 

Justine Bateman and Jeff Eastridge, had an outreach at Arroyo 

High School and more than 60 young people gave their hearts to 

the Lord!  

We have seen marvellous healings from the hand of the Lord, 

many of them spontaneous without anyone specifically praying 

for the healing.  I wish I had the time and space to share all the 

wonderful fruit I have seen at the renewal meetings.  Seeing the 
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need to share what God is doing, I felt that we are producing this 

church newsletter to share these testimonies of lives that have 

been impacted by God during this current outpouring of the Holy 

Waugh 2009, 133-134). 

 

Pensacola, Florida, 1995 

 

Over 26,000 conversions were registered in the first year of the 

‘Pensacola Revival’.   Over 100,000 conversions were been 

registered in the first two years.  It still continues. 

 

On Father’s Day, Sunday 18 June 1995, evangelist Steve Hill spoke 

at Brownsville Assembly of God, near Pensacola, Florida.  At the 

altar call a thousand people streamed forward as the Holy Spirit 

moved on them.  Their pastor, John Kilpatrick, fell down under the 

power of God and was overwhelmingly impacted for four days. 

 

That morning service, normally finishing at noon, lasted till 4 pm.  

The evening service continued for another five and a half hours.  So 

the church asked Steve Hill to stay.  He cancelled appointments, 

continued with nightly meetings, and relocated to live there, where 

he continues to minister in revival. 

 

John Kilpatrick, pastor of the Brownsville Assembly of God 

Church, reported on their revival two years later::   

 

The souls who come to Christ, repenting and confessing their 

sin, the marriages that are restored, the many people who are 

freed from bondage that has long held them captive - these are 

the marks of revival and the trophies of God’s glory.  No, I am 

not speaking of a revival that lasted one glorious weekend, one 

week, one month, or even one year!   



 

At this writing, the ‘Brownsville Revival’ has continued 

unbroken, except for brief holiday breaks, since Father’s Day, 

June 18, 1995!  How?  Only God knows.  Why?  First, because 

it is God’s good pleasure, and second, perhaps because the soil 

of our hearts was prepared in prayer long before revival 

descended on us so suddenly. 

 

On that very normal and ordinary Sunday morning in June of 

1995, I was scheduled to minister to my congregation, but I felt 

weary.  I was still trying to adjust to the recent loss of my mother, 

and my years-long desire for revival in the church seemed that 

morning to be so far off.   So I asked my friend, Evangelist Steve 

Hill, to fill the pulpit in my place.  Although he was scheduled 

to speak only in the evening service, Steve agreed to preach the 

Father’s Day message.  We didn’t know it then, but God was at 

work in every detail of the meeting. 

 

The worship was ordinary (our worship leader, Lindell Cooley, 

was still ministering on a missions trip to the Ukraine in Russia), 

and even Brother Hill’s message didn’t seem to ignite any sparks 

that morning - until the noon hour struck.   

 

Then he gave an altar call and suddenly God visited our 

congregation in a way we had never experienced before.  A 

thousand people came forward for prayer after his message.  

That was almost half of our congregation!  We didn’t know it 

then, but our lives were about to change in a way we could never 

have imagined.   

 

We knew better than to hinder such a mighty move of God, so 

services just continued day after day.  We had to adjust with 
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incredible speed.  During the first month of the revival, hundreds 

of people walked the isles to repent of their sins.  By the sixth 

month, thousands had responded to nightly altar calls.  By the 

time we reached the twelfth month, 30,000 had come to the altar 

to repent of their sins and make Jesus Lord of their lives. 

 

At this writing, 21 months and over 470 revival services later, 

more than 100,000 people have committed their lives to God in 

these meetings - only a portion of the 1.6 million visitors who 

have come from every corner of the earth (Waugh 2009, 137-

138). 

 

Pastors, leaders and Christians have been returning to their 

churches ignited with a new passion for the Lord and for the lost.  

The awesome presence of God experienced at Pensacola 

continues to impact thousands from around the world. 

 



Mexico, 1995 

 

David Hogan, founder of Freedom Ministries, a mission to remote 

hill tribes in Mexico told in a sermon about the outpouring of the 

Spirit there.  This is part of his account: 

I visited an outlying village.  It took four hours in a 4 wheel drive 

and then two hours on foot, uphill - very remote.  There’s no 

radio, no T.V., no outside influences.  I’m sitting up there in this 

little hut on a piece of wood against the bamboo wall on the dirt 

floor.  Chickens are walking around in there.  … 

On the first day, Wednesday, 25 October 1995, there were about 

200 pastors there, and the whole church that was hosting us.  

That made about 450 people.  The first day was awesome.  God 

hit us powerfully.  There were healings.  I was happy.  The 

people were encouraged. 

The second day, Thursday, was even better.  It was stronger.  I 

thought we were peaking out on the second day.  I got there at 

eight o’clock in the morning and left a ten o’clock at night, and 

there was ministry all day.  We were fixing problems, and God 

was working through the ministry.  It was wonderful.   But I tell 

you, I was not ready for the third day. 

I don’t have words to describe what happened to us when the 

Holy Spirit fell on us on Friday, 27 October, 1995.  We were 

coming in from different areas.  The Indians were all there.  I 

didn’t know they had been in an all night prayer meeting.  I 

didn’t know that the Holy Spirit had fallen on them and they 

couldn’t get up.  I didn’t know that they had been pinned down 

by the Holy Spirit all night long, all over the place, stuck to the 

ground.  Some of them had fallen on ant beds, but not one ant bit 

them. 
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I was staying about 45 minutes away.  I got in my 4 wheel drive 

and as I drove there I began listening on the two-way radio.  

Some of our missionaries were already there, and were talking 

on the two-way radio saying, “What’s happening here.  I can’t 

walk.” 

As I listened to them on the radio I felt power come on me.  And 

the closer I came, the more heat I felt settling on me.  I could feel 

heat, and I had my air conditioner going! When I got to the little 

church, I opened the door of the truck and instantly became hot. 

Sweat poured off me.  I was about 300 yards from the church.  

The closer I got, the more intense was  the heat.  I could hardly 

walk through it, it was so thick.  I’m talking about the presence 

of God.  That was 7.30 in the morning! 

I walked around the corner of the building.  People were all over 

the place.  Some were knocked out.  Some were on the ground.  

Some were moaning and wailing.  It was very unusual.  By the 

time I got to the front of the church where the elders were I could 

hardly walk.  I was holding on to things to get there.  I could 

hardly breathe.  The heat of the presence of God was amazing.   

The people had been singing for two hours before I got there.  At 

8.15 on the morning of October 27th, 1995, I walked up there 

and lay my Bible down on that little wobbly Indian table.  

Hundreds were looking at me.  Some were knocked out, lying on 

the ground.  I could hardly talk. 

I called the nine elders to the front and told them the Holy Ghost 

was there and we needed to make a covenant together, even to 

martyrdom.  We made a covenant there that the entire country of 

Mexico would be saved.  They asked me to join them in that pact.  

When we lifted our hands in agreement all nine fell at once.  I 

was hurled backward and fell under the table.  When I got up the 

people in front fell over.  In less than a minute every pastor there 



was knocked out.   

We were ringed with unbelievers, coming to see what was going 

on.  The anointing presence of God came and knocked them all 

out, dozens of them.  Every unbeliever outside, and everyone on 

the fence was knocked out and fell to the ground.  There were 

dozens of them.  From the church at the top of the hill we could 

see people in the village below running out screaming from their 

huts and falling out under the Holy Ghost.  It was amazing. 

We always have a section for the sick and afflicted.  They bring 

them in from miles around, some on stretchers.  There were 

25-30 of them there.  Every sick person at the meeting was 

healed: the blind, the cancerous, lupus, tumours, epilepsy, 

demon possession.  Nobody touched them but Jesus.  There was 

instant reconciliation between people who had been against each 

other.  They were lying on top of each other, sobbing and 

repenting.   

I was afraid when I saw all of that going on.  I looked up to 

heaven and said, “God what are you - ?” and that was the end of 

it.  He didn’t want to hear any questions. Bang!  I was about three 

or four metres from the table.  When I woke up some hours later, 

I was under the table.  When I finally woke up my legs wouldn’t 

work.  I scooted myself around looking at what was going on.  It 

was pandemonium!  When some people tried to get up, they 

would go flying.  It was awesome. 

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 

proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 

22:1).  I saw that river.  I actually saw the river, it’s pure water 

of life from God’s throne.  If I could see it again I would know 

it, I saw it, I experienced it, I tasted it.   

We had five open-eyed visions.  One small pastor was hanging 
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onto a pole to hold himself up.  He was there, but he wasn’t there.  

He said to me, “Brother David, look at him.  Look at him, 

Brother David!  Who is it?  Look how big he is!  Oh, he’s got his 

white robe on.  He’s got a golden girdle.”  It was Jesus.  He said, 

“Brother David, how did we get into this big palace?” 

I looked around.  I was still on the dirt floor.  I still had a grass 

roof over me, but he was in a marble palace, pure white.  I 

crawled over to look at him.  He was seeing things we could not 

see.  Another of the elders, a prophet from America, who had 

been working with me for thirteen years, crawled over and we 

were watching this pastor who was in a trance.  It was amazing. 

The three of us were inside something like a force field of 

energy.  Anybody who tried to come into it was knocked out.  It 

was scary.  The pastor said, “He’s got a list, Brother David.”  

And the pastor started reading out aloud from the list.  I was 

looking around, and as he was reading from the list people went 

flying through the air, getting healed and delivered.  It was 

phenomenal, what God was doing.  And he’s done it in every 

service in our work that I’ve been in since then.  It’s been over a 

year.  It’s amazing.  Wonderful. 

Between 150 and 500 people per month are being saved because 

of it, just through what the North American missionaries are 

doing (Waugh 2009, 139-144).  

Smithton, Missouri, 1996 

 

Like thousands of pastors across America, Steve Gray was 

discouraged and disappointed.  He was even considering leaving 

the ministry.  For twelve years he had pastored the Smithton 

Community Church in the sleepy little town of Smithton, Missouri, 

nestled among the wheat.  Steve Gray was discouraged and 

disappointed.  He was even considering leaving the ministry.  Steve 



Gray was ready to quit. 

 

Knowing he had to get away from the church for some “R and R,” 

he chose revival over relaxation.  In March 1996, he drove from 

Missouri to Florida to visit the Brownsville Outpouring at 

Pensacola that was then in its 37th week.  Gray attended the services 

each night and spent the days in his motel room, praying and 

seeking God’s face. 

 

During the Tuesday night prayer meeting, while hundreds gathered 

around the “Pastor’s Banner” to pray for the nation’s shepherds, 

Gray was praying especially for one pastor, himself.  He knew if he 

continued in the ministry, he had to be restored.  After about three 

days, he felt some recovery and his focus began to change.  God 

was restoring his hope and he found this to be the first signal of his 

personal revival. 

 

Before this change in focus, Gray didn’t even know what to ask 

from God.  Gray says he came to Brownsville not to “get 

something” but to “see something,” as Moses went to “see” the 

burning bush.  After several more days, Gray was “seeing” again.  

One night, in what Gray described as a “perfect atmosphere,” God 

spoke to him and said, “I want you to have a revival.” The very 

thought was too much to accept.  Smithton, Missouri, is not 

Pensacola, Florida, and Gray could not imagine himself in the role 

of revivalist.  Then God spoke again, “I didn’t say I want you to be 

a revival, I said I want you to have a revival.” 

 

On Sunday morning, 17 March 1996, Pastor Kilpatrick shared part 

of his personal testimony of how revival came to Brownsville.  Gray 

reached the place of faith and could believe “there is a place for me 

in revival.”  He observed Kilpatick as he was “watching, guiding, 
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and pastoring a truly sovereign move of God that was changing the 

world.”  Kilpatrick’s words and example showed Gray that “revival 

needs to be pastored and can be pastored.” 

 

After Sunday worship, Gray called his wife, Kathy, and said, “I 

have just been in the best Sunday morning service I have ever been 

in.  Tell our church.” Near the end of his second week in 

Brownsville, Gray headed for home, repentant and on the road to 

revival and restoration. 

 

While God was working on Gray, he was also working on the 

members of Smithton Community Church.  For two and one-half 

years the church had held a Tuesday night prayer meeting, but as 

God prepared the church for revival, the prayers became more 

intense.  Associate Elder Randy Lohman says there was “lots of 

brokenness” in the months immediately preceding the outpouring. 

 

As the pastor sought God in Florida, the congregation sought him 

at home.  On Sunday night, March 17, Kathy Gray relayed the 

pastor’s message about the great Sunday morning service in 

Brownsville.  David Cordes, one of the elders, was deeply 

convicted.  Weeping, he asked the congregation, “Why should our 

pastor have to travel a thousand miles to be in the best service he 

has ever been in?”  He fell on the floor in repentance.  Soon he was 

followed by several other men in the church, repenting for their lack 

of support and crying out to God to do the same thing at Smithton 

that he was doing for the pastor in Florida.  God continued his work 

on Wednesday night as a five year old girl prophesied and said, “It’s 

coming!  It’s coming!” The Lord had seen their brokenness. 

 

When the pastor arrived on Sunday night, the glory fell.  To be 

exact, at 6:12 p.m. on 24 March 1996 God the Holy Ghost arrived 



in his awesome power at Smithton Community Church.  They will 

never be the same.  Immediately they added services to their church 

schedule.  Now, the outpouring has continued for two years with 

five services every week.  Visitors have come from all fifty states 

and many foreign countries, often in numbers that vastly exceed the 

population of the town. 

 

Thousands of lives have been changed.  Sick bodies have been 

healed.  Visiting pastors have taken the fire back to their 

congregation.  Steve, Kathy, and teams from the church are taking 

the revival all around the world.  As for the future of the revival, 

Lohman said, “God started it and we are going to let him do what 

he is doing.”  

 

The revival brought some 200,000 people from around the world to 

the small town in the middle of nowhere.    

Smithton Community Church (SCC) in the tiny town of Smithton, 

relocated to Kansas City to allow the almost-four-year “outpouring” 

to continue to spread.    

 

Hampton, Virginia, 1966  

 

Bethel Temple Assembly of God has been experiencing a move of the 

Holy Spirit since April 1996. Church membership is 2,200.  Revival 

meetings are held Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.   

 

During 1-6 April the drama Heaven’s Gates, Hell’s Flames drew 

large crowds with nearly 3,000 responding to the altar call for 

salvation.  Later, 75 were baptized in an outdoor baptismal service. 

 

During the week, 22-27 April, several pastors journeyed to 

Brownsville Assembly of God in Pensacola, to a revival 
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conference.  

On Saturday 27th, at a Women’s Ministry Outreach, revival broke 

out in the parking lot and at a meeting.  People rested in the Spirit, 

and miracles occurred with the prophetic gifting of pastor Don 

Rogers.  He opened the sanctuary for a prayer meeting which 

extended to midnight.   

 

On 28 April, the Sunday 7.30 am service started and did not end till 

3.24 pm which bypassed the 10.30 am service.  Church members were 

repenting, numerous people converted to Christ, and many were 

delivered of evil spirits.  The pastors displayed manifestations 

similar to those in past historical moves of God.  Powerful 

conviction fell on the people, with many overwhelmed.  

 

Hampton, Virginia is the oldest English speaking settlement in 

America.  Bethel Temple Church is racially diverse: 40% African-

American, 50% white, 10% Hispanic and Asian. 

 

In 1996 the Senior Associate Pastor, Don Rogers, had an open vision 

of the Holy Spirit coming to Hampton.  He saw the Spirit of the Lord 

coming like a storm and it blew into their church.  In his vision when 

this happened it blew out a glass window in the church.   

 

Fourteen months later, on 1 June, 1997, the Sunday service at Bethel 

Temple was starting.  Senior Pastor Ron Johnson was praying and 

asking God to come “like a pent-up flood”.  Suddenly Pastor Johnson 

looked at his hands and oil was dripping from his hands.  The pastor 

began to tell the congregation of what was happening to his hands.  

The head usher told the pastor the front window of the church just 

blew out.   

 

The pastor began telling the congregation of what happened.  People 



ran to the altar.  Many publicly repented of sins.  God’s manifest 

presence filled the building.  Marriages are being restored, sexually 

broken people healed, myriad conversions to Christ, and many being 

filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The vision was beginning to be fulfilled.  Part of the interpretation of 

the glass breaking signified the Spirit of the Lord blowing into Bethel 

church and blowing out.  The mission of Bethel church is to proclaim 

God’s glory to the nation.  The breaking of the glass window is a 

prophetic symbol of God’s power to release the church to carry the 

gospel to the nations.  Also that week, several “signs and wonders” 

happened.  An unexplained earthquake tremor and circular rainbow 

360 degrees appeared over the city. 

 

Unity of churches in the Hampton area is growing.  Twenty churches 

gathered for Easter Services this year in the town’s coliseum.  

According to Pastor Don Rodgers it’s unprecedented to get twenty 

churches to lay down the most important service of the year.  Eleven 

thousand people attended. 

 

Mobile, Alabama, 1996 

 

 Cecil Turner saw revival burst on the small Calvary Assembly 

of God in Mobile, Alabama, from Sunday, 29 September, 1996, 

when God’s presence came in power during the church’s annual 

“camp meeting.”  The church has been in continuous revival 

from week to week, meeting Tuesdays for intercessory prayer, 

and Wednesdays through Fridays for services that draw 250 to 

300 people.   Sunday mornings draw 400, the maximum 

number they can pack into the sanctuary.  Visitors came from 

many denominations and from across America and overseas. 
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Houston, Texas, 1996 

 

Richard Heard led the Christian Tabernacle in Houston in 

growth from 250 to 3,000 members.  On Sunday October 20, 

1996, a move of God exploded in the church.  The plexiglass 

pulpit split and Richard was hurled across the platform, 

overwhelmed by God.  Crowds repented for weeks, then 

months.  A year later people were still being converted, often 

30-40 a week.  Richard Heard commented that everywhere in 

the church the carpet is stained with the tears of people touched 

by God and repenting. 

A year later people were still being converted, often 30-40 a week.  

Richard Heard commented that everywhere in the church the carpet 

is stained with the tears of people touched by God and repenting. 

 

Baltimore, Maryland, 1997 

 

Bart Pierce will never forget the day the Holy Spirit fell at his 

church in the rolling suburbs of Baltimore, Maryland on Sunday 

morning service on January 19, 1997.   The awesome presence 

of God transformed the church.  Tommy Tenny preached 

constantly there, and crowds gathered from across the state 

and beyond.   

  

Greenville, Alabama, 1997 

 

Ken Owen, Senior Pastor of First Assembly of God Greenville, 

South Carolina, reported: 

 

In April 1995 a first wave of revival began to crest over the 

congregation at First Assembly of God, Greenville, South 



Carolina.  Nightly meetings were held for a month with Ed 

Nelson.  Since then a number of waves have rolled in, building 

into what is now a tsunami of revival. 

 

In August, 1997, the tide began to significantly deepen.  I called 

Ed - a director of  a mission work to unreached peoples - to return 

immediately.  On October 11, 1997, Ed returned to us from Asia.  

The Sunday morning service flowed like a mighty river -- 

hundreds came forward to repent of sins.  The meeting carried 

on through the day till 4:00 pm.  With an hour break, it began 

again at 5:00 pm with a large prayer meeting and evening 

service.  Since then there has been no let up, only an increase.   

 

More than two thousand people have repented of sins, converts 

being baptized weekly.  Many miracles and healings are 

accompanying the revival. 

 

People from a variety of church backgrounds and denominations 

are driving to the meetings from several cities and states as 

momentum continues to strengthen.  There has been almost no 

promotion of the revival, but word-of-mouth has brought 

thousands of people to the meetings. 

 

Australia, 1997 

 

The closure of a pub through lack of customers is big news in 

Australia.  This is what drew the media to a small town called 

Nullagine in the far north of Western Australia.  But the media 

didn’t know quite how to report the religious revival kept 

people out of the pubs – as well as the jails and hospitals in the 

remote Pilbra region.  Aboriginal church worker Craig Siggins 

reported on the spiritual awakening that changed Aboriginal 
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communities in Western Australia.  

 

Many communities started having meetings almost every night 

and prayer meetings every day from 1997.  Leaders travelled to 

different communities for the meetings and to encourage 

people, sometimes holding meetings at night after a funeral 

service when hundreds of people were gathered.  Some 

meetings went on for eight hours or more as people shared in 

song, testimony, prayer, Bible reading and preaching.   

 

The Easter Convention, 1998, was a wonderful time of 

celebrating Jesus.  Over 1000 people gathered, including many 

new Christians from communities that had never come before.  

The meetings went nearly non-stop over the Easter period.  

Singing has been a prominent feature of the revival.  Amazingly, 

a simultaneous and apparently quite separate revival began at 

about the same time among the Pintubi people and others 

across the border in the Northern Territory.   

An enthusiastic Max Wiltshire, Australian Aboriginal Outreach 

(AAO) coordinator, told about exciting things God is doing in 

the Kimberley region in the north of Western Australia from 

1998.  “The Kimberleys are ablaze,” he reported.  “The fire of 

God in the hearts of his people burns brighter than ever, new 

churches have been started, others have doubled in size - one 

leaping from 10% of the community to 90% in just a few weeks.  

Further afield in the Pilbara area the move of God has been so 

intense that the local hotel went into receivership.” 

Another powerful move of God occurred among Aboriginal 

communities on Mornington Island, Arakun and Weipa in the 

Gulf of Carpentaria, North Queensland, Australia, as well as on 

Psalm Island north east of Townsville. Five pastors helped with 



this marvellous happening.  Two are Fijians from Palm Island 

and Weipa.  The Aboriginal pastor from Aurukun and a white 

pastor from Townsville were also involved as is an Indian South 

African from Brisbane.  

 

On the first night, Tuesday, 27 July, 1999, the team was casting 

out demons till midnight.  People were healed - the deaf, 

cripples, back pain, diabetes, blood pressure, heart diseases.  

Many committed their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ and were 

freed from generational curses.  A report from the pastors says: 

“Spirits of suicide, alcoholism were driven out and old curses of 

sorcery and witchcraft were broken.”  Their report tells how a 

young boy, born disabled - dumb, deaf and unable to walk - was 

healed, running around.  His first word was “Mom”.  A woman 

with a stroke who could not speak and could hardly walk is 

walking around testifying about what God had done for her.   

 

Many leaders in the community were saved, and the sale of beer 

dropped dramatically.  Around 500 in that community of 1200 

became Christians.  Now former enemies are reconciled.  

Revival has brought reconciliation between blacks and whites 

also.  Community leaders encouraged people to kick the demon 

drink out and give themselves to God. 

 

Canada, 1998 

 

David Culley reported from Glad Tidings Assembly in Vancouver, 

Canada. 

 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days that I will pour out my 

Spirit on all flesh ...”  We are seeing it!  For the past months Glad 

Tidings in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada has been 
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experiencing the same renewal that is happening all over the world. 

Yesterday, we crossed over into full blown revival.  The morning 

service started much like any other.  The worship was anointed as 

usual, and we had a visiting revival minister as we often had 

before.  The thing that was different was the sea of turbans and 

saris in the building.  Vancouver is a multi-national city with a 

large Sikh population, and over 200 had come to our morning 

meeting.   

 

Our guest minister, Charles Ndifon from Nigeria and New York, 

had been in Victoria, British Columbia, for some meetings a few 

weeks ago, and a young Sikh woman, who had been invited by her 

Christian husband was healed of blindness and deafness.  She went 

back and brought her favourite uncle, Charnjit, who was dying of 

cancer, and he left the meeting healed and saved.   

Since then Charnjit has been witnessing to all his relatives, and 

when Charles Ndifon came to our church in Vancouver, this man 

invited his whole extended family.  Yesterday, after watching 

many people be healed of athsma (as an example of how simple it 

is for God to heal anything), and a 90 year old woman receive a 

new ear-drum, about 200 Sikhs came forward to give their hearts 

to God.  And it’s real.  They had already heard the Gospel from 

Charnjit, and to make sure, the altar call was translated into 

Punjabi.  After the service, the people were so excited to have 

found Jesus, and to be so accepted by these white people.  At the 

evening service another 104 Punjab Sikh people responded to the 

altar call. 

 

We saw many miracles.  A 14 year old boy born blind saw his 

mother for the first time, deaf ears were opened, cancers were 

healed.  But the greatest miracle of all was that God now seems to 

be bringing in the Sikh population that we have been so unable to 



reach for all this time. 

Bob Brasset from Victoria, Canada, writes about the move of the Holy 

Spirit in British Columbia:  

The outpourings continue.  In fact, it seems to be getting stronger.  

We now meet four nights a week.  The response of the pastors in 

the area is simply an overwhelming gratitude for the goodness of 

God for deigning to visit us in such an awesome way.  There is an 

amazing, astounding hunger in North America right now.  People 

know that we are on the edge of not only revival but a genuine 

Awakening: perhaps the greatest since the day of Pentecost.  This 

Awakening, I feel, will be characterized by the very kabod glorious 

presence of God coming and abiding in a room, a church and even 

a city, or a whole region (as in Charles Finney’s revivals).   

The worship in our services now continues and flows for 1½  to 2 

hours, unabated with spontaneous songs of the Lord from worship 

team and congregation.  Bodies lie on the floor, prostrate in 

worship.  People report seeing angels.  Visions, mighty, inspiring 

ones, are plenteous.  Healings happen during the preaching of the 

word or worship without anyone praying or laying on hands.  We 

are not advertising this.  People are just coming.  Salvations are 

happening in each service - even when we don’t give specific calls.  

We now have reported healings of fibromylagia, diabetes, cancer, 

chronic pain, ears opening, many necks and backs healed and 

severe allergies gone. 

 

Source:  Renewal Journal 14: Anointing, “Revivals into 2000” 
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Chapter 4 
    

21st Century Revivals 
 

 

 

Transforming Revival in the South Pacific 

These revivals originated in Pacific cultures, not from missionaries, 

but from Pacific islanders.  They acknowledge the involvement of 

spirits in life’s events, including the power of the Holy Spirit to 

overcome other powers.  They live and think communally, not 

individually as we tend to do.  

 

Transforming revival continues to spread exponentially.  The 

Sentinel Group (www.glowtorch.org) DVDs report on community 

transformation around the world, especially in Transformations I 

and II, and  reports from Fiji in Let the Seas Resound.  This brief 

update describes recent revivals in the South Pacific islands, 

representative of revivals multiplying in the twenty-first century.    

 

 

Solomon Islands 

 

The Lord poured out his Spirit in fresh and surprising ways in New 

Georgia in the Western District of the Solomon Islands in 2003, and 

touched many churches in the capital Honiara with strong moves of 

the Holy Spirit.  God’s Spirit moved powerfully especially on youth 

and children.  This included many conversions, many filled with the 

Spirit, many having visions and revelations. 

 

In spite of, and perhaps because of, the ethnic tension (civil war) for 



two years with rebels armed with guns causing widespread 

problems and the economy failing with wages of many police, 

teachers and administrators unpaid, the Holy Spirit moved strongly 

in the Solomon Islands. 

 

An anointed pastor from PNG spoke at an Easter Camp in 2003 

attended by many youth leaders from the Western Solomons.  

Those leaders returned on fire.  The weekend following Easter, 

from the end of April, 2003, youth and children in the huge, scenic 

Marovo Lagoon area were filled with the Spirit, with many lives 

transformed.  Revival began with the Spirit moving on youth and 

children in village churches.  They had extended worship in revival 

songs, many visions and revelations and lives being changed with 

strong love for the Lord.  Children and youth began meeting daily 

from 5 pm for hours of praise, worship and testimonies.  A police 

officer reported reduced crimes and that former rebels attending 

daily worship and prayer meetings. 

  

Revival continues to spread throughout the region.  Revival 

movements brought moral change and built stronger communities 

in villages in the Solomon Islands, including these lasting 

developments: 

 

1. Higher moral standards.  People involved in the revival have quit 

crime and drunkeness, and now promote good behaviour and co-

operation. 

 

2. Christians who once kept their Christianity inside churches and 

meetings now talk more freely about their lifestyle in the 

community and among friends. 

 

3. Revival groups, especially youth, enjoy working together in unity 
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and community, including a stronger emphasis on helping others in 

the community. 

4. Families are strengthened in the revival.  Parents spend more 

time with their youth and children to encourage and help them, 

often leading them in Bible readings and family prayers now. 

 

5. Many new gifts and ministries are being used by more people 

that before, including revelations and healing.  Even children 

receive revelations or words of knowledge about hidden magic 

artefacts or ginger plants related to spirit power, and remove them. 

 

6. Churches are growing.  Many church buildings in the Marovo 

Lagoon have been pulled down to be replaced by much bigger 

buildings to fit in the crowds.  Offerings and community support 

have increased. 

 

7. Unity.  Increasingly Christians unite in reconciliation for revival 

meetings, prayer and service to the community. 

 

At Seghe and in the Marovo Lagoon the revival spread since Easter, 

2003.  Some adults became involved, also repenting and seeking 

more of the Holy Spirit.  Many outpourings and gifts of the Spirit 

have emerged, including the following: 

  

Transformed lives - Many youths that the police used to check on 

because of alcohol and drug abuse became sober and on fire for God 

attending daily worship and prayer meetings.  A man who rarely 

went to church led the youth singing group at Seghe.  Adults 

publicly reconciled after years of old rifts or strife. 

  

Long worship - This included prophetic words or actions and 

visions.  About 200 youth and children led worship at both Sunday 



services with 1,000 attending in Patutiva village where the revival 

began.  They sang revival songs and choruses accompanied by their 

youth band.   

 

Visions - Children saw visions of Jesus (smiling at worship, 

weeping at hard hearts), angels, hell (with relatives sitting close to 

a lake of fire, so the children warned them).  Some saw Jesus with 

a foot in heaven and a foot on earth, like Mt 28:18 - “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  One boy preached 

(prophesied) for 1½ hours, Spirit-led.   

  

Revelations - especially ‘words of knowledge’ about hidden things, 

including magic artefacts and good luck charms.  Children show 

parents where they hid these things!  If other adults did that there 

would be anger and feuds, but they accept it from their children.  

One boy told police that a man accused of stealing a chain saw (and 

sacked) was innocent as he claimed, and gave them the name of the 

culprit, by word of knowledge.  The accused man returned to work. 

  

Spiritual Gifts – teaching sessions discussed traditional and revival 

worship, deliverance, discernment of spirits, gifts of the Spirit, 

understanding and interpreting visions, tongues, healing, Spirit-led 

worship and preaching, and leadership in revival.  Many young 

people became leaders moving strongly in many spiritual gifts. 

These effects continued to spread throughout the Solomon Islands. 

 

Revival in the Guadalcanal Mountains started at the Bubunuhu 

Christian Community High School on July 10, 2006, on their first 

night back from holidays.  They took teams of students to the 

villages to sing, testify, and pray for people, especially 

youth.  Many gifts of the Spirit were new to them - prophecies, 

revelations (e.g., about where magic stuff is hidden) healings, and 
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tongues.  Teams from the high school were invited to visit villages, 

lead worship, testify and pray for people.  Revival spread.  Some of 

the teams (who are all students) have gifts of praying and 

intercession, worship, healing, preaching, and teaching. 

 

accelerate now.  God is doing far more than most people are asking 

or even thinking about in these islands (Eph 3:20-21).  In all these 

places people made strong commitments to the Lord, and healings 

were quick and deep.  

Both in Vanuatu and in the Solomon Islands the people said that 

they could all understand the speaker’s English, even those who did 

not speak English, so they did not need an interpreter. 

 

 

Vanuatu (formerly New Hebrides) 

 

Law School students at their Christian Fellowship (CF) in 

University of the South Pacific developed a powerfully discipling 

community through their CF, which led to effective evangelism, 

mission to many nations, and involvement in revival movements.  

Peer discipling with committed leaders encouraged personal growth 

and enabled powerful ministry. 

 

The Lord moved in a surprising way at the Christian Fellowship 

(CF) in the School of Law in Port Vila, Vanuatu on Saturday night, 

April 6, the weekend after Easter 2002. 

 

The university’s CF held an outreach meeting on the lawn and steps 

of the grassy university square near the main lecture buildings, 



school administration and library.  God moved strongly there that 

night. 

 

Romulo Nayacalevu, then President of the Law School CF reported: 

 

The speaker was the Upper Room Church pastor, Jotham Napat 

who is also the director of Meteorology here in Vanuatu.  The 

night was filled with the awesome power of the Lord and we had 

the Upper Room church ministry who provided music with their 

instruments.  With our typical Pacific Island setting of bush and 

nature all around us, we had dances, drama, and testified in an 

open environment, letting the wind carry the message of 

salvation to the bushes and the darkened areas.  That worked 

because most of those that came to the altar call were people 

hiding or listening in these areas.  The Lord was on the road of 

destiny with many people that night. 

 

Unusual lightning hovered around in the sky that night, and as soon 

as the prayer teams had finished praying with those who rushed 

forward at the altar call, the tropical rain pelted down on that open 

field area.   

 

God poured out his Spirit on many lives that night, including Jerry 

Waqainabete and Simon Kofe.  Both of them played rugby in the 

popular university teams and enjoyed drinking and the night club 

scene.  Both changed dramatically.  Many of their friends said it 

would not last.  It did. 

 

Later, Jerry became prayer convenor at the CF and Simon its 

president.  Most of the CF leaders attended the lively, Spirit-led 

Upper Room church in Port Vila, where pastors Joseph and Sala 

Roberts, Jotham Napat and others encouraged and nurtured them. 
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The University of the South Pacific, based in Suva Fiji, has its 

School of Law in Vanuatu (because of the unique combination of 

French, English and local laws in Vanuatu, previously called New 

Hebrides).  Students come from the many nations of the South 

Pacific Islands to study law at Vanuatu, many being children of 

chiefs and government leaders. 

 

The very active CF at the School of Law regularly organised 

outreaches in the town and at the university.  About one third of the 

120 students in the four year law course attended the weekly CF 

meeting on Friday nights.  A core group prayed together regularly, 

including daily prayer at 6 a.m., and organised evangelism events.  

Many were filled with the Spirit and began to experience spiritual 

gifts in their lives in new ways.   

 

A team of eleven from their CF visited Australia for a month in 

November-December 2002 involved in outreach and revival 

meetings in many denominations and as well as in visiting home 

prayer groups.  They drove 6,000 kilometres in a 12-seater van, 

including a trip from Brisbane to Sydney and back to visit Hillsong.   

 

The team prayed for hundreds of people in various churches and 

home groups.  They led worship at the daily 6 am prayer group at 

Kenmore Baptist Church, with Calvin Ziru on guitar.  That followed 

their own 5 am daily prayer meeting in the house provided 

miraculously for them.   

 

Philip and Dhamika George from Sri Lanka bought that rental 

house with no money and made it freely available.  They had 

recently befriended a back packer stranger who advised them to buy 

a rental property because Brisbane house prices then began to 



increase rapidly in value.  They had no spare money but their new 

friend loaned them a deposit of $10,000, interest free, to get a bank 

loan and buy the house.  They sold the house two years later for 

$80,000 profit, returned the deposit loan, and used the profits for 

Kingdom purposes especially in mission.     

 

The law students from the CF grew strong in faith.  Jerry, one of the 

students from Fiji, returned home for Christmas vacation after the 

visit to Australia, and prayed for over 70 sick people in his village, 

seeing many miraculous healings.  His transformed life challenged 

the village because he had been converted at CF after a wild time 

as a youth in the village.   The following December vacation, 2004, 

Jerry led revival in his village.  He prayed early every morning in 

the Methodist Church.  Eventually some children and then some of 

the youth joined him early each morning.  By 2005 he had 50 young 

people involved, evangelising, praying for the sick, casting out 

spirits, and encouraging revival.  By 2009 Jerry was a lawyer and 

pastor of a church in Suva and had planted a new church in his 

village as well. 

 

Simon, returned to his island of Tuvalu, also transformed at 

university through CF.  He witnessed to his relatives and friends all 

through the vacation in December-January, bringing many of them 

to the Lord.  He led a team of youth involved in Youth Alive 

meetings, and prayed with the leaders each morning from 4 a.m.  

Simon became President of the Christian Fellowship at the Law 

School from October 2003 for a year.  

 

Teams from the CF flew to Pentecost Island in Vanuatu for a 

weekend of outreach meetings on South Pentecost.  The national 

Vanuatu Churches of Christ Bible College, at Banmatmat, stands 

near the site of the first Christian martyrdom there.   
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Tomas Tumtum had been an indentured worker on cane farms in 

Queensland, Australia.  He was converted there and returned 

around 1901 to his village on South Pentecost with a new young 

disciple from a neighbouring island.  They arrived when the village 

was tabu (taboo) because a baby had died a few days earlier, so no 

one was allowed near the village.  Ancient tradition dictated that 

anyone breaking tabu must be killed, so they were going to kill 

Tomas, but his disciple Lulkon asked Tomas to tell them to kill him 

instead so that Tomas could evangelise his own people.  Just before 

he was clubbed to death at a sacred mele palm tree, he read John 

3:16, then closed his eyes and prayed for them.  Tomas became the 

pioneer of the church in South Pentecost, establishing Churches of 

Christ there. 

 

Leah Waqa, a nurse, was on duty at the hospital in the capital, Port 

Vila, when the parents of a girl rushed in with her after she had been 

hit badly in a car accident.  She showed no signs of life - the monitor 

registered zero – no pulse.  Leah felt unusual boldness, so 

commanded the girl to live, and prayed for her for an hour - mostly 

in tongues - and after an hour the monitor started beeping and the 

girl recovered.  

 

A ministry visiting of local leaders and two Australians, trekked for 

a week into mountain villages.  They literally obeyed Luke 10 – 

most going with no extra shirt, no sandals, and no money.  The trek 

began with a 5 hour walk across the island to a village on the eastern 

side.  There the Spirit moved strongly and services went late with 

strong repentance and many healings. 

 

Then the team trekked for 7 hours to Ponra, a remote village further 

north on the east coast.  Revival meetings erupted there!  The Spirit 



just took over.  Visions.  Revelations.  Reconciliations.  Healings.  

People drunk in the Spirit.  Many resting on the dirt floor.   

 

Angels singing filled the air about 3am.  It sounded as though the 

village church was packed, filled with harmonies in high descant.  

The team stayed extra days there.  Everyone received prayer, and 

many people surrendered to the Lord both morning and night.  

Everyone repented, as the Spirit moved on everyone. 

 

Some people in the host village heard which sent out the team, heard 

angels singing there also.  At first they too thought it was the church 

full of people but the harmonies were more wonderful than we can 

sing.  

 

Many islands see strong moves of God’s Spirit.  Revival is touching 

Tanna Island, famous for its volcano.  Teams plant churches there 

in ‘custom’ (heathen) villages, invited by the chiefs because the 

chiefs have seen their people healed and transformed. 

 

During missions there in 2006, many young boys asked to be 

‘ordained’ as evangelists in the power of the Spirit.  They returned 

to their villages and many of those young boys established churches 

as they spoke, told Bible stories, and sang original songs inspired 

by the Spirit. 

 

Transforming Revival  

 

An unusual pattern of discipleship has emerged in whole villages in 

the South Pacific during the 21st Century.  Applying the principles 

of 2 Chronicles 7:14, complete village communities have 

experienced not only revival but ecological and social 

transformation.  Mentors and leaders from among their own people 
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have led them into radical repentance, reconciliation, and 

communal commitment to Jesus as Lord in all of life.  

 

The following stories of community transformation from Vanuatu, 

Fiji, Papua New Guinea, are reproduced from pages 58-70 of A 

Manual for Healing the Land  by Vuniani Nakanyaca and Walo 

Ani, 3rd edition, 2009, published by Toowoomba City Church, 

Australia, reproduced by permission.   

 

Reports by Harry Tura from Vanuatu are added.     

 

Pastors Walo Ani and Harry Tura report on transforming revival in 

Vanuatu. 

 

Hog Harbour, Espirito Santo 

 

The island was named Espiritu Santo because that is the island 

where over 400 years ago in May 1606 Ferdinand de Quiros 

named the lands from there to the South Pole the Great 

Southland of the Holy Spirit.   

After hearing about the Healing The Land stories of Fiji, Pastor 

Tali from Hog Harbour Presbyterian Church invited the 

Luganville Ministers Fraternal to run a week of HTL meetings 

in Hog Harbour village. 

In April 2006 the Fraternal, under the leadership of Pastor 

Raynold Bori, conducted protocol discussions with the Hog 

Harbour community leaders and explained to them what the 

Process involves.  In May 2006 six pastors from Luganville did 

the HTL Process and God’s presence came on the people that 

week. 



Here are some of the stories of Healing the Land in a village of 

800 people: 

 Married couples were reconciled. 

 Schools of big fish came to the shores during the reconciliation. 

 A three year old conflict, bloodshed and tribal fighting that 

could not be stopped by the Police, ended and reconciliation was 

made. 

 The presence of the Lord came down on the village. 

 In June of 2006, 12 pastors from the Luganville Fraternal were 

invited by the Litzlitz village on Malekula Island to do the HTL 

Process there.  These Pastors spent three weeks teaching and 

doing the Process during which many instances of reconciliation 

and corporate repentance were witnessed.  Village Chiefs and 

the people committed their community to God. 

 

One year later the President of Vanuatu re-covenanted the 

Nation to God on the island of Espiritu Santo. 

 

Pastor Harry Tura,  the pastor of Bombua Apostolic Church in 

Luganville the main town on Espiritu Santo Island, also reported 

on transformation in Vanuatu.   

I wish to indicate to you what God is doing now in Vanuatu these 

days as answers to your prayers, and ask that you continue to 

pray for us. 

  

Litzlitz Village, Malekula Island 

 

I went to Litzlitz village community on the island of Malekula 

on Sunday 4 June, 2006, and the Transformation activities 

started on the same day.  The study activities and the process of 

healing the land closed on the following Sunday 11 June.  The 
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presence of the Lord was so real and manifested and many 

miracles were seen such a people healed, dried brooks turned to 

running streams of water, fish and other sea creatures came back 

to the sea shores in great number and even the garden crops came 

alive again and produced great harvests. 

 

Miracles happened three days after the HTL Process: 

 The poison fish that usually killed or made people sick became 

edible and tasty again. 

 The snails that were destroying gardens all died suddenly and 

didn’t return. 

 As a sign of God’s transforming work a coconut tree in the 

village which naturally bore orange coconuts started bearing 

bunches of green coconuts side by side with the red ones. 

 A spring gushed out from a dried river bed and the river started 

flowing again after the anointing oil was poured on it when 

people prayed and repented of all the sins of defilement over the 

area. 

 A kindergarten was established in the village one week after 

the HTL Process took place.  

 Crops are now blessed and growing well in their gardens. 

  

Vilakalak Village, West Ambae Island 

 

On Tuesday June 20, 2006, I flew to Ambae Island to join the 

important celebration of the Apostolic Church Inauguration Day, 

June 22.  After the celebration I held a one-week Transformation 

studies and activities of healing the land at Vilakalak village 

community.  It began on Sunday June 25 and closed on Saturday 

July 1, 2006.  A lot of things had been transformed such as 

people's lives had been changed as they accepted Christ and were 



filled with the Holy Spirit for effective ministries of the Gospel 

of Christ.  The Shekinah glory came down to the very spot where 

we did the process of healing the land during the night of July 1.  

That great light (Shekinah glory) came down.  People described 

it as a living person with tremendous and powerful light shining 

over the whole of the village community, confirming the Lord's 

presence at that specific village community area.  On the 

following day people started to testify that a lot of fish and shell 

fish were beginning to occupy the reefs and they felt a different 

touch of a changed atmosphere in the village community.  I flew 

back to Santo after the healing of the lands on Tuesday July 4. 

  

The lands and garden crops then started to produce for great 

harvests and coconut crabs and island crabs came back in great 

abundance for people's daily meals these days.  The people were 

very surprised at the look of the big sizes of coconut crabs 

harvested in that area.  I went there a month later to see it.  You 

can't believe it that the two big claws or arms were like my wrist 

when I compared them with my left wrist.  That proved that the 

God we serve is so real and He is the owner of all the creatures. 

  

We started the Transformation studies and activities at my 

church beginning on Monday July 17 and closed on Sunday July 

23, 2006.  After the Transformation studies and activities had 

completed, we did the final process of healing the land on 

Sunday July 23.  As usual the Shekinah glory of the Lord's 

presence appeared the following night of Monday, July 24.  The 

people were amazed at the scene.  That confirmed that God is at 

work at that specific area.  A lot of changes are taking place at 

our church base and its environment - the land, the sea, and the 

atmosphere above us.  People experience the same blessings as 

the others had been through. 
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On Sunday August 13, 2006, I took a flight to West Ambae again 

because the Walaha village community had requested me to 

carry out the Transformation studies and activities and healing 

of the lands at their area.  The Transformation studies started on 

Monday August 14.  Again the presence of the Lord came down 

(Shekinah glory) on the whole village community early on 

Wednesday night and they all witnessed the scene the following 

day.  They were very excited and began praising God all over 

the place. I took a flight back to Santo on Tuesday August 22. 

  

The revival is now taking place at that particular community and 

lives are totally changed and people turned out to be 

experiencing a mighty difference of atmosphere and have been 

transformed to people of praise and worship.  All sorts of fish 

are coming back to the reef and garden crops came green and are 

now beginning to produce a great abundance of harvest at the 

end of this year by the look of it now.  This is all the hand of the 

Lord who does the work which is based on the transformation 

key verse in 2 Chronicles 7:14, which reads: "If my people who 

are called by my name shall humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven and forgive their sins and heal their land." 

 

Lovanualikoutu, West Ambae 

 

Walo Ani and a team also conducted the HTL Process in 

Vanuatu. 

In 2004 Walo was invited by a pastor in West Ambae to do the 

HTL Process there.  It wasn’t until May 2007 that a small team 

consisting of Pastor Walo Ani, Deryck and Nancy Thomas of 

Toowoomba Queensland and Tom Hakwa from Lovanualikoutu 



village (who then worked for Telekom Vanuatu in Port Vila) 

flew to West Ambae to do the HTL Process.   

 

The protocol was done by Tom some months before the team’s 

arrival and a prayer team was already praying and fasting a 

month before the actual event took place.  Deryck and Nancy 

coordinated the home visitation teams and saw many miracles of 

people restored to the Lord and witchcraft destroyed.  The Chief 

said the sinner’s prayer on behalf of the community one night 

and they all surrendered their lives to the Lord as he invited Jesus 

into the village. 

 

In the morning of the last day one of the teams was trying to pray 

down a stronghold in the bush when a bone fell through a hollow 

tree, taking them by surprise.  They all jumped back but then 

stepped forward and dealt with it once and for all.  Many taboo 

(sacred) places were demolished and items of witchcraft and 

idolatry were burnt in a bonfire as reconciliations flowed till after 

midnight. 

 

Also on that morning a team of people swam out to sea with the 

anointing oil to worship there and dedicate the sea and reef back 

to God.  The day after the team’s departure from the village a 

pastor who went out spear fishing saw a large migration of fish.  

He in fact reportedly speared two fish together at one stage.  

When he reported this to the Chief there was dancing and 

rejoicing under the cocoa trees where the Chief and some young 

people had been working. 

 

During the reconciliation when the Chief began to speak, a light 

shower fell from the sky. There were no clouds but only a sky 

full of millions of stars. Surely God was in this Process!   
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The prayer team continues to see visions and witness miracles of 

more reconciliation and repentance.  Harvests from sea and land 

have begun to be more abundant than ever before witnessed. 

 

 

Fiji 

 

The twenty-first century has already seen many village 

communities transformed.  Rev Ratu Vunaiani Nakauyaca 

describes community transformation in Fiji.  The most powerful 

events in this ongoing revival are the direct results of repentance, 

reconciliation and unity, 

 

One of the first instances of this occurred in 2002, when Chief 

Mataitoga of Sabeto village (between Nadi and Lautoka) had a 

dream from the Lord.  The village had a lot of social problems 

as well as enmity and divisions.  As a result of the dream, he 

called his people together to pray and fast to seek God for 

answers and healing.  Over a period of two weeks, many of the 

clans spent time with the Chief to sort out their differences.  They 

had meetings every night and God brought about reconciliation 

and unity in the church and village, many relationships being 

healed. 

 

There had only been one church in the area until the Pentecostal 

revival of the 1960s which spread across the cities and towns and 

into the rural areas during that period.  Because of the rejection 

of the Pentecostal experience by some people, many villages had 

two churches, one Methodist and one Pentecostal.  This caused 

division between friends and family, with many people not 

communicating and carrying bitterness and resentment for 



decades. 

 

When Ratu Mataitoga directed his people to come together as 

one, there was a move of the Holy Spirit with real repentance 

and forgiveness, and unity in the village was restored.  The long 

term results of this action were only revealed with the passing of 

time.  Productivity of the soil increased and long absent fish 

varieties returned to the reef.  Mangroves that had died and 

disappeared have begun to grow again.  The mangroves are very 

important for the ecology, providing shelter and breeding 

grounds for all kinds of fish, crabs, etc. all of which were part of 

the staple diet of these villages. 

 

Healing the Land 

 

The Healing the Land (HTL) Process, as it is now officially 

recognized, was really started on the initiative of Pastor Vuniani 

Nakauyaca.  For him it was a personal journey that resulted from 

an accumulation of various events. 

 

The Pacific Prayer movement had a desire to see that prayer, 

repentance and reconciliation were carried out where necessary 

on location - where missionaries had been killed or where tribal 

conflict had taken place.  These were all based on a bottom up 

or grass roots approach to bring healing and reconciliation. 

 

Vuniani had visited Argentina and seen the beneficial results of 

reconciliation with the British over the Faulklands war.  He also 

visited Guatemala to see the Almolonga transformation (see 

Transformation Series DVD/Video).  This was a singularly 

dramatic community change.  Jails and public bars closed, land 

fertility increased and crop production levels had to be seen to 
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be believed. 

 

What he saw brought a deeper desire in his heart to see this 

happen in Fiji, to give room for God to bring about community 

and national transformation in similar ways to what he had seen 

overseas.  He saw the need to appropriately respond to the 

circumstances and use the spiritual tools available to see the 

nation transformed. 

 

Nuku Village 

 

After returning to Fiji, he called some people together to seek 

God for solutions.  They felt they should begin at Nuku, and this 

took place 1-10 April, 2003.  Nuku is about 65 kilometres north 

of Suva, on the main island of Viti Levu. 

 

The inhabitants of Nuku had been suffering feuds, infertility, 

mental illness and social problems for decades.  The water of the 

stream that flowed through the village had been polluted since a 

day 42 years previously, the water and banks being filled with 

slime.  At that time, children were swimming in the stream when 

the water suddenly turned white and they all ran for their lives.  

Fish died and grass died.   

 

Vuniami, as a child, was swimming in the river when this 

happened, so he knew the background story.  It was believed that 

the polluted water caused blindness, infertility, madness and 

even death. 

 

Vuniani and the team went up to Nuku to activate the Process.  

The key Scripture they went with was 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my 

people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and 



pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land”. 

 

They had two weeks of prayer meetings, the Methodist, 

Assemblies of God and Seventh Day Adventist churches being 

represented.  They spent time studying Bible references on 

defilement and Healing the Land.  This lead them to repent and 

confess their sins and the sins of their forefathers, in the same 

way as Nehemiah did.  These included killing and cannibalism, 

idolatry, witchcraft, bloodshed, immorality 

 

They went to the high places in the area to cleanse them of the 

sinful acts that had taken place there.  The elders confessed sins 

of their forefathers.  Reconciliation first took place within fami-

lies, then clans and finally within the tribe.  The chief of the area 

led a corporate prayer of repentance with the whole tribe. 

 

On the third day of the Process, some women came running and 

shouting into the village, announcing that the water in the stream 

had become pure again.  It is still pure today. 

 

Nuku village had been heavily populated, but because of feuds 

and disputes, people were chased out or just left and went to live 

in other villages.  Deputations were sent out to these to apologise 

for the past offences.  A matanigasau (traditional apology) was 

sent to two villages, inviting the people to return if they wished. 

 

The whole community now count themselves as very blessed.  

The productivity of the land has increased.  The stream water is 

pure and since that time shrimps and fish have returned to the 

waters.  The fertility of the banks and agriculture has radically 
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improved.  Some people have even reported that the water has 

demonstrated healing properties. 

 

Nabitu Village, East of Nausori, Viti Levu 

 

What occurred in this village was very much a follow on from 

what was happening around the country at the time.  There was 

a split in the tribe and there were a lot of unresolved issues.  

During a business meeting in the local church, which was 

situated right in the middle of the village, a fist fight broke out.  

There was always a heaviness in the village, like a hovering dark 

cloud.  This affected people negatively and there were not a lot 

of jobs available. 

 

On the advice of chiefs, the people came together on their own 

initiative for a time of corporate repentance.  A lay preacher in 

the Methodist Church facilitated the Process.  There was 

instantly a change in the atmosphere.  The heaviness that had 

been there had lifted and everyone could feel it.  The division in 

the church was healed. 

 

The lesson learned from there is that satan’s hold over people 

and places is tenuous to say the least.  It only takes one man to 

lead many into forgiveness and healing.  Satan has to leave, 

along with the oppression and curses. 

 

Vunibau (Serua Island) in the mouth of Navua River  

 

The HTL Process in this place was scheduled over a 14 day 

period.  During the Process the mixture of elements was poured 

out onto the sand on the beach.  Later that day, an elderly lady 

and her son went fishing on the beach.  They cast the net out but 



when they tried to haul it back in, it seemed to be stuck.  They 

thought that perhaps it had been caught on a stump or rock, but 

they found that the net was actually so full of fish that they could 

not pull it in. 

 

They started walking back to the village to tell everyone, and the 

lady was following her son walking along the beach.  Wherever 

his footprints were in the sand a red liquid appeared.  As she 

walked in his footsteps she was healed of migraine, knee 

ailments and severe back pain, all of which she had suffered for 

many years. This healing has been permanent.  As soon as they 

returned to the village she told the whole community what had 

happened. 

 

All the people rushed down to the beach to see this phenomenon, 

including the HTL team that was still there at the time.  To their 

amazement, right on the spot where the elements had been 

poured onto the sand, there was blood coming out of the sand 

and flowing into the sea.  A backslidden Catholic man gave his 

life to the Lord on the spot.  Photos were taken.  Vuniani was 

called from Suva (about an hour away) and he also witnessed the 

blood coming out of the sand.  This actually happened twice. 

 

It was understood to be a confirming sign from the Lord that He 

was at work in the reconciliation and healing Process.  1 John 

5:6-7, “There are three that bear witness on earth, the Spirit, the 

water and the blood.”  This was similar to the miracle of the 

healing of the waters in Nuku, which was also recognized as a 

sign of God’s cleansing and healing that was taking place 

amongst the people.  God is authenticating what He is doing. 

 

At Vunibau many other signs quickly followed.  Large fish 
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returned to their fishing grounds.  On one occasion, considerable 

quantities of prawns came ashore so that people could just pick 

them up.  Crabs and lobsters have also returned, and they have 

been able to sell the large lobsters for up to $25-$30 each. 

 

After this sign of the blood, Pastor Vuniani recalled the scripture 

in Acts 2:19 where the Lord had spoken through the prophet Joel 

that “I will grant wonders (signs) in the sky above, and signs on 

the earth below, blood, and fire and vapour (pillars) of smoke” 

(NASB).  He wondered what would come next after the sign of 

the blood and felt that the next sign would be fire. 

 

Nataliera, Nailevu North 

 

In Nataliera village there were four churches.  There was no 

communication between their members, affecting even closely 

related families within the village.  Traditional witchcraft was 

still being practised and there were about eight sorcerers there.  

In addition, there had been many more deaths than would be 

normal. 

After forgiveness and reconciliation, the members of these four 

churches would meet every Wednesday for prayer and fasting.  

On the first Sunday of every month, the four congregations 

would combine for one large gathering.  An Eco Lodge, 

previously closed, is now prospering after the HTL Process. 

 

For many years the fishing on the reef had become lean.  Large 

fish were very scarce and for many years the catch had only ever 

comprised “bait fish” – the very small ones.  Much of the coral 

reef was dead and what was left seemed to be dying.  After 

reconciliation, on two separate occasions fire was seen to fall 

from the sky onto the reef.  After this, large fish returned in 



abundance.  The coral is now regenerating and new growth can 

be seen in abundance. 

 

When stormy weather strikes and the boats can’t go out, the 

women pray and large fish swim in close to the shore and 

become trapped in a small pond so that the women are able to 

just wade in and catch them.  When women from neighbouring 

villages heard of this, they tried praying for the same provision, 

but without the same result. 

 

Draubuta, Navosa highlands, north of Sigatoka 

 

Vuniani’s son, Savanaca, was working with two teams in the 

highlands.  While they were there, pillars of smoke descended 

on the villages.  This was seen by many neighbouring villagers 

who described it as thick bloodstained smoke.   

 

This sign was seen at almost exactly the same time as fire was 

seen to fall on the reef at Nataliera. 

 

In this area there were many marijuana plantations.  The 

Nadroga council had been trying to prevent the plantings.   

 

During the HTL Process, a deputation of marijuana growers 

approached the team and asked what the Government would do 

for them if they destroyed their crops. They had a list of demands 

which they presented to the team. 

 

The marijuana crop was large, and estimated to be worth about 

$11 million.  There were 9 growers involved.  The team leaders 

told the farmers that it was their choice, that they should obey 

God and trust Him for their livelihood, without any promises 
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from anyone to do anything for them.  If they could not, then 

they should not participate in the Healing Process. 

 

By the time the Process had finished, the people had destroyed 

the crop as part of the reconciliation Process.   

 

After the HTL ministry, a total of 13,864 plants were uprooted 

and burnt by the growers themselves.  There were 6,000 

seedlings as well. 

 

These are a few of the many miraculous events that have 

occurred in Fiji since 2001.   

 

Every week, more such events are happening as the forgiveness, 

reconciliation and HTL processes are being experienced. 

 

Papua New Guinea  

 

Rev Walo Ani and his wife Namana describe community 

transformation through Healing the Land in Papua New Guinea.  

Karawa Village 

It was a very exciting week in August 2006 where we saw the 

Lord move mightily in the lives of the village elders, chiefs, 

church leaders and the people.  A group of dedicated young 

people's prayer ministry team started praying and fasting from 

1st of July for the HTL Process. We witnessed repentance, 

forgiveness and reconciliations between family and clan 

members, and between individuals. 



The Lord went ahead and prepared the hearts of people in every 

home as we visited.  They were ready to confess their sins and 

ask for forgiveness from each other and reconcile.  In some 

homes, members of families gave their hearts to the Lord.  

Visitation of homes took two days.  On the third morning, after 

the dedication of the elements of salt, oil and water, the village 

elders and chiefs publicly repented as they identified with sins 

of their forebears; and each of them publicly gave their clans to 

the Lord. 

Three dinghies and a big canoe with people all went in different 

directions up several rivers and along the nearby coast to anoint 

specific places for cleansing that were defiled through deaths and 

killings in the past. 

That night there was a time of public confession and 

renouncement of things that were a hindrance in the lives of the 

people around a huge bonfire.  It was a solemn night; the 

presence of the Lord was so powerful that people were coming 

forward and burning their witchcraft and charms publicly.  No 

one could hold back, even the deacons and church elders, village 

elders, women and young people were all coming forward.  

Young people started confessing their sins and renouncing and 

burning drugs, cigarettes and things that were hindering their 

lives from following Christ. 

A young man, who had murdered another young man about 11 

years ago, came forward and publicly confessed his sin and 

asked for forgiveness from the family of the murdered man.  That 

was a big thing; there was a pause and we waited and prayed for 

someone from the other side to respond.  Only the Lord could do 

this.  The younger brother of the man who was killed came out 

finally, and offered forgiveness.  We could hear crying among 
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the people; it was a moving moment where God just took control.  

Mothers, brothers and members of both extended families 

became reconciled in front of the whole village.  We could sense 

the release upon both families and village.  It was an awesome 

time; the meeting went on into the early hours of the next 

morning.  At the end of all this at about 2am the pastor stood up 

and said the prayer to invite Jesus into the community. 

The village is not the same; you can sense the release and 

freedom of Christ in the lives of the people.  The Holy Spirit is 

still moving in people's lives and they are coming to their pastor 

for prayer.  Recently, a young man surrendered two guns to the 

pastor.  News of what God has done and is still doing has spread 

to neighbouring villages.  God birthed a new thing in our area 

and I believe that many more villages will see the transforming 

power of God because they are hungry and desperate to see 

change in their communities. 

Update, February 2007 

Walo did three nights of HTL follow up in Karawa village and 

reported that the meetings in the village were packed.  He spoke 

on the bow and arrow concept – reliable bows enable reliable 

arrows to hit the mark (reliable parents are like the bows).  The 

people were asked to bring their bows and arrows.  They brought 

their bows but interestingly no one had any arrows.  That was 

really a challenge and eye opener to everyone.  The HTL prayer 

team have taken on board the bow and arrow concept and they 

are going to do house to house visitation to explain this concept.  

Three widowers and several widows were rededicated to the 

Lord. They were anointed with oil and prayed that untimely 

death will not occur in the village any more. 



Walo reported that there were a lot of testimonies arising 7 

months after the HTL Process.  Two water wells which had a 

salty taste were anointed with oil and now have good fresh water 

in them.  One of the rivers that was anointed and prayed for now 

has fresh water instead of salty water half way up the river. 

Alukuni, one of the villages which experienced their pigs being 

stolen by the Karawa young people over the years testified that 

since HTL in Karawa none of their pigs had been stolen so far.  

Righteousness is rising up in the village. 

The king tides in January to March usually caused floods in the 

middle of Karawa village dividing the village in two.  After the 

HTL Process last August, the 2007 king tides have not caused 

any flooding.  Praise the Lord! 

A barren woman conceived after one of the visitation teams dealt 

with the generational curses holding her in bondage for sixteen 

years.  Nine months after the Karawa HTL Process she gave birth 

to a beautiful baby boy named Simon. 

There is abundance of fruit and garden food and two harvests of 

fruit on the orange trees have been observed so far. 

A hunger for prayer has risen among the young people.  Straight 

after HTL Process young people from one of the clans started a 

prayer group which is still going on.  Two other clans started 

prayer groups after a lot of struggle to get going over the years.  

The HTL team was the main support behind “Kids Games” 

which were held December 2006 in the neighbouring village of 

Keapara. 
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The studies were on Joseph and when they came to the section 

on forgiveness the Lord moved in a powerful way and revival 

started among the children.  They stood and asked for 

forgiveness from their parents.  There was crying and 

reconciliation between children and parents.  The Lord is 

arresting the hearts of the young, the old and the children and 

there is no holding back. 

One Year Thanksgiving, October 2007 

Karawa is still experiencing the blessings of God with 

abundance of crabs, fish and garden produce.  The economic life 

of the village is growing stronger.  There have also been some 

challenges.  A week before we arrived there had been a murder 

of one of the Karawa men who was living in his wife’s village 

nearby.  He went missing for three days on his fishing trip.  All 

the Karawa people prayed during this time and search parties 

went out to look for him.  On the third day they found his body 

and thanked God, as in the past people missing on fishing trips 

were never found.  The testimony from this is the Lord kept all 

the Karawa young men calm although the urge to take the law 

into their own hands was there.  They testified that if it had not 

been for the transforming work of the Lord in their lives since 

the HTL Process, they would have caused trouble in the nearby 

village. 

One of the things prayed for was good education for their 

children, especially the smaller ones who do elementary 

schooling and did not have proper classrooms.  Nine months 

after the HTL Process, Karawa which was the second last on the 

list of applications for school funding, was brought up to second 

priority and their application was approved.  A semi-trailer 

loaded with building materials for two classrooms worth 



K75,000 (Kina, about AU$35,000) arrived in the village.  The 

classrooms have now been built and the children are using them.  

Only the Lord could have done this. 

 

Makirupu Village 

 

Makirupu is about 2 hours drive east of Port Moresby, with a 

population of about 600.  The United Church was the established 

church there and CRC and AOG have also planted churches 

there in recent years which caused a lot of offences between 

families. 

 

In March 2007, we had eight days for the HTL Process, two 

teaching sessions in the mornings and one at night.  From 

2-5.30pm for four days the prayer team did house to house 

visitation of all of the 126 homes in the village.  The HTL team 

of seven and the prayer team all fasted and prayed for those eight 

days.  The teaching was done in the language people understood 

very well.  The Lord moved in a mighty way convicting people 

of land disputes, immorality and fornication, fear of witchcraft 

and sorcery (fear was at its peak when the HTL Process began), 

lies, gambling, stealing, marriage problems, witchcraft, sorcery 

and charms and many other issues.  Miracles of healing started 

from day one; people who were deaf began to hear, their ears 

were healed. 

 

From research I had done we discovered that the mission land 

was defiled by three previous pastors who had ministered in the 

village and who had committed adultery and fornication in the 

last 30 years, the last one about 18 months ago.  This involved 

the last pastor and a young girl in the church behind the pulpit 

areas in the church building.  That pastor was suspended from 
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ministry.  There was a court case between the family of the 

young girl, (who defended her saying she was innocent) and the 

deacons of the church.  There was actual physical fighting as 

well.  This case involved the whole village; almost all the young 

people left the church.  Because of this, the life and attendance 

of the services were affected.  The life of the church was slowly 

dying away.  This issue was never resolved properly; it was like 

a dark shadow hanging over the whole village.  Our first focus 

of prayer would be the cleansing of the mission land. 

On the second night of prayer this evil manifested itself in a 

snake that lay across the doorway of the current pastor’s house.  

The prayer team killed it on the spot.  The next morning I spoke 

on Roots and Foundations and how curses come into 

communities and defile the land and people.  That night we had 

a time of identification repentance and the current pastor came 

forward and repented on behalf of the three former pastors of 

adultery and fornication.  Something happened in the heavenlies.  

A deacon came forward and repented on behalf of the deacons, 

followed by a women’s leader all repenting of the same sin and 

their involvement in it.  More people came out and confessed.   

 

The presence of the Lord was very heavy in the church.  I asked 

if there was anyone to repent on behalf of the young people and 

the young girl who had committed fornication and adultery with 

the last pastor came forward, trembling and crying, confessing, 

repenting and asking for forgiveness from God and the whole 

village.  The people were amazed at what God was doing.  Only 

He could do that.  The girl who had denied outright what she had 

done 18 months ago was arrested by God’s presence and could 

not hide any more.  A Sunday School representative came 

forward and repented and asked for forgiveness.  A former 

deacon could not hold back.  He came forward and confessed 



that he had been the messenger boy for the pastor and the girl 

and he said sorry to the Lord for denying Him. 

 

Because of this incident 18 months ago, all the young people had 

left the church but when the air was cleared, the next day all the 

young people came and the church building was full to capacity.  

The fear of the Lord entered the hearts of the people.  That same 

night the anointing elements were mixed and the mission land 

was anointed, cleansed and rededicated to God.  It was an 

awesome time.   

 

The AOG pastor also asked for forgiveness from the United 

Church for leaving the church and causing division.  He and his 

wife and all his church members were part of the prayer warrior 

team right from day one of the Process.  A couple of days later 

the CRC members started joining us and by the end of the 

Process all three churches were united to see change in the 

community. The prayer warrior team grew from 7 to 40.  Praise 

God! 

 

The next day news of what had happened had reached everyone 

in the village and the nearby villages and more people came for 

the meetings.  They were hungry to hear the Word of the Lord.  

The next few days people were seeing signs and wonders, 

something they had never experienced before.  Revival had 

started and the fear of God came upon the people.  Also on the 

third day the village chief invited Jesus into the community. 

 

On the last day the whole village gathered at the spot where the 

village was started some five or six generations ago.  Anointing 

oil was mixed and all the chiefs and village elders were anointed 

and reinstated.  After that, groups of people and prayer team took 
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oil to certain places defiled because of bloodshed in the past on 

garden land.  They anointed these places while deacons took oil 

to the boundaries of the village and the beach and dedicated the 

land back to God. 

 

After lunch everyone came back to the village and started a 

bonfire.  Church deacons and leaders were the first ones to come 

forward with confessions of adultery, immorality and witchcraft.  

Families with land disputes came out and reconciled with people 

they had taken to court.   

 

Young people came out with charms and magic and burnt them 

in the fire.  A mother came out with her ten year old daughter 

and confessed she had handed down her sorcery and magic to 

her and said she was sorry, asking for forgiveness from God.  

Both were prayed for.  Husbands and wives reconciled, artefacts 

of magic and idolatry were burnt.  God was doing His cleaning 

up in the lives of the people. 

 

The next day we had a time of celebration and you could see the 

release and freedom in people’s lives, singing was coming from 

their hearts and joy was bubbling over.  The Lord had again 

touched people’s hearts and His presence was so evident that the 

people did not want to stop celebrating, although it was getting 

dark and there was no light. 

 

The land and the people are being healed.  The day after the 

Process a couple of men went crabbing and caught bigger and 

more crabs than usual.  A week later a lady went to her garden 

to find that the bad weed which had been a problem to most 

gardens had started to wither and die.  She went back to the 

village and told everyone.   



 

The fear that had gripped the hearts of the people had also been 

broken in prayer and now women are going to their gardens on 

their own – something they could not do before.  A few days 

after the HTL Process, men began to go fishing and to their 

surprise they were catching more and bigger fish than before. 

 

There has been a case of instant healing of a patient with a stroke 

after the AOG pastor and his wife shared with her family about 

Roots and Foundations and how curses come into lives.  The 

whole family confessed, repented and reconciled with each 

other.  The pastor’s wife had some of the oil that was mixed in 

the village the week before and began anointing the lady while 

they prayed.  To their surprise, she was healed instantly.  She 

began to speak and eat on her own.   

 

The pastor said he had never experienced anything like this 

before.  The presence of the Lord was so great they all started 

worshipping Him and time was not an issue any more.  Praise 

God for this miracle! 

 

During the Process, the pastors of the AOG, the United Church 

and an Elder of the CRC church, standing on behalf of the pastor, 

all repented of all the offences and misunderstandings between 

them in the past.  So now the three churches have decided to have 

a combined service once a month in the middle of the village.   

 

The young people from all three churches are already having 

combined prayer meetings and they are in the process of building 

a big shelter in the middle of the village for the combined church 

services. 
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Update 6 months after the HTL Process 

 

A couple of months after the HTL Process a security firm from 

the city turned up in the village and recruited all the young men 

who had been stealing and causing problems.  These young men 

had been stealing pigs and other things and then reselling them 

in the city.  One of them could not fit into city life so he went 

back to the village.  He stole a pig and when his family found out 

they chased him out of the village.  He went to stay with relatives 

in another village and in the process found the Lord there! 

 

The villagers reported there has not been any stealing since the 

men were employed.  There has also been increase in their 

garden produce, fruit and nut trees.  The people are able to see 

their own produce come to maturity and sell it, whereas in the 

past it would have been stolen. 

 

Makirupu and one of the nearby villages are known for getting 

floods during heavy rains.  One month before we got there, it had 

been raining heavily but the Lord has kept the floods away.  This 

is an answer to the people’s prayers.  However, the other village 

got the floods and we got to see some of the houses still 

surrounded by flood waters when we were there.  It surely is 

amazing! 

Kalo Village  

 

Kalo is the village where about 126 years ago in 1881, four Cook 

Island missionaries and their families were killed.  The killings 

were led by the chief of one of the clans.  Walo had three 

meetings with the clan leaders and the history was told and 



confirmed.  Since the killings this particular clan has been under 

a curse and the whole village is also affected by it.  The leaders 

and the people of this clan know that they are under a curse and 

they are desperate to be freed from it.  There have been 

unexplained deaths, not many of their children go beyond high 

school; those that go to work in towns don't last long and they 

lose their jobs. 

 

The outcome of the talks is that the leaders of this clan called all 

their families together, from far and near to come and start the 

repentance and reconciliation Process.  This was supported by 

the pastor and all the Church and clan leaders of Kalo.  It was a 

moving occasion and the leaders agreed to proceed with the HTL 

Process and a bigger reconciliation event with the relatives of the 

Cook Island missionaries present in the near future. 

 

Every year at their Church anniversary the Kalo people used put 

on the play of the landing of the Cook Island missionaries and 

their killings but straight after putting on this play, someone 

always dies.  They cannot explain it and they don't put it on any 

more.  After talks with Walo, they have decided to do the play 

again but this time including a time of repentance, forgiveness 

and reconciliation after the play.  Please pray that God will visit 

the Kalo people at this time! 

 

 

Healing the Land Process 

 

Essential requirements for Healing the Land, used by HTL teams, 

include these practical steps, as explained in A Manual for Healing 

the Land. 
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1. The Protocol. 

Discuss protocol, select a “man of peace” to lead, form a council of 

elders, a community leader invites Jesus into the community, assess 

the needs of the community, and recognise and work with the men 

or women of peace. 

 

2. Teaching on Healing the Land 

Six days of teaching concerning commitment to the land, dealing 

with sin the church, and dealing with hidden agendas in the 

community.  This involves teaching about the land belonging to 

God, fallen stewardship, defilements of the land (idolatry, 

immorality, broken promises, and bloodshed), bow and arrow 

concept (Psalm 127), roots and foundations of curses, salt of the 

earth, forgiveness and healing, healing and transformation from 

Jesus, inheritance and consecration, obedience to the word of the 

Lord for the community, men and women of peace, and unity in the 

Body of Christ. 

 

3. Activities of the HTL Process 

Have Protocol discussion, form a council of elders, sinners prayer 

and invitation of Jesus, research and assess and profile the 

community, teach the Word of God, lead into corporate repentance, 

allow repentance and forgiveness and reconciliation to flow, 

develop a prayer team for the village, cover the village in prayer 

and fasting, organise teams for home visitation, prepare the 

anointing oil, final day activities (may involve oil, water, and salt), 

anoint and reinstate community chiefs and village leaders, public 

worship after anointing the land, and public repentance, 

reconciliation and burning of witchcraft items. 

 

4. Celebration 

Celebration may be in dancing, feasting, singing and in taking the 



Lord’s Supper together as the climax of the week.   

 

5. Allow God to Continue the Process of HTL 

Prayer teams stay active, a mid-week united prayer service sustains 

transformation, share testimonies, share with others usually in 

teams. 

 

6. Follow-up Ideas 

These include recognising those who made new commitments to 

God (as in baptisms or prayer for them), and on-going review each 

three months, with a thanksgiving event a year later to celebrate the 

goodness of God on the land and the community. 

 

7. Warnings! 

Four strong powers always at work are lies, fear, shame and 

secrecy.  Possible attacks include people speaking discouraging 

things against transformation – usually from outside, opposition by 

the devil, criticism by other Christian leaders, complacency, 

unbelief, and lack of prayer to sustain the transformation. 

 

People interested in the Healing the Land manual may contact 

Toowoomba City Church for further information.  See 

www.tcchurch.com.au or email tccemail@tcchurch.com.au .  

 

The reports of transforming revival confirm that God’s purposes for 

us include far more than personal, family, or church renewal and 

revival.  They also include community transformation, including 

social and ecological renewal and revival. 

 

These accounts of transforming revival continue to multiply in the 

twenty-first century, calling us all to deeper repentance, 

reconciliation, renewal and revival. 
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Transforming revival is no longer an ideal or a dream.  It is 

happening now across the world. 

 

This may be the main development of revivals in the 21st century – 

the transformation of whole communities including ecological 

transformation with the healing of the land, literally. 

 

We have been familiar with 2 Chronicles 7: 14 for a long time, 

but perhaps we have not realised the enormous scope of its 

promise.  As we truly humble ourselves and pray and seek God 

and turn from our wicked ways, God promises to hear, to 

forgive, and to heal the land. 

 

Individuals can do this, and begin to see God’s healing 

personally and in their circumstances and property.  Many 

people now testify to God’s miraculous provision. 

 

Families can dedicate themselves and their land to God and see 

his blessing and provision as he promised.  This includes 

personal healing as well as healing of their land, their property 

and possessions dedicated to God. 

 

Churches and communities are discovering how powerful their 

repentance and dedication to God can be as he does hear, does 

forgive and does heal their land. 

Even nations may know this blessing as large numbers of God’s 

people repent personally and on behalf of their people, and 

earnestly seek God for their nation.  He intervenes, as he said 

he would. 

 



We have seen droughts broken dramatically as God’s people 

repent and seek him.  This chapter testifies to God’s 

faithfulness in healing people, communities and the land.   

 

This is God’s intention for us all.  We can seek him, honour 

him, worship him, and obey him.  He is quick to bless. 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

And forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 

Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 

So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

 

Psalm 103:105 
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Atheist Author recognized the Global Faith Revival 

As author Adrian Wooldridge travelled the world researching the 

impact religion is having.  It struck him that religious observance 

is increasing worldwide, with the exception only of Europe.  

“Something happened from the 1970s and now the world is again 

moving towards a faith revival” he said. The Jesus movement and 

Pentecostal/charismatic revivals of the 1960s and ’70s, may have 

had something to do with that. Pentecostalism, he concluded, will 

be the major form of 21st century Christianity. China, Guatemala, 

Nigeria, Kenya and various Latin American countries were the 

biggest hotspots.  

“The sort of religion that is on the rise is the emotive, assertive 

charismatic religion,” he said. “It’s compelling Catholicism in 

Latin America to change. There’s a physical surprise when you go 

to Guatemala and see how vibrant the charismatic and Pentecostal 

movements are. It is the same thing in Lagos and Nairobi. I went 

into my research underestimating the power and vitality of 

religion.” 

What also struck him were the 443,000 full-time Christian 

missionaries worldwide plus 1.6 million Christians a year who go 

on short-term missions. Wooldridge sees Christianity remaining 

the world’s largest religion. 

Wooldridge a confessing atheist, said that he now had more 

respect, and felt more warmth towards religion. “This was partly 

because of the people I came across who were doing such 

amazing work to help the poor. But where are the atheists doing 

anything like that?” 



Source: Intercessors Network 

[https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2016/03/04/athiest-author-

recognizes-global-faith-revival/] 

 

 

Back to Contents  

https://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2016/03/04/athiest-author-recognizes-global-faith-revival/


21st Century Revivals 



References 

 

Burke, T & D (1977) Anointed for Burial. Seattle: Frontline. 

Burgess, S M & McGee, G B eds. (1988) Dictionary of Pentecostal 

and     Charismatic Movements. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

Chant, B (1984) Heart of Fire.  Adelaide: Tabor. 

Grant, P E (1986) ‘Visitation and Vivifying in Vanuatu’, 

unpublished article. 

Greenfield, J (1927) Power from on High. London: Marshall, 

Morgan &     Scott. 

Gunstone, J (1989) Signs and Wonders.  London: Daybreak. 

Hession, R (1973) The Calvary Road.  London: Christian Literature            

Crusade. 

Howard, P E (1949) The Life and Diary of David Brainerd. Baker 

(1989). 

Hughes, S (1990) Revival: Times of Refreshing.  London: CWR. 

Koch, K (n.d.) The Revival in Indonesia.  Evangelization 

Publishers. 

Koch, K (1973) Revival Fires in Canada.  Grand Rapids: Kregel 

Mills, B (1990) Preparing for Revival. Eastbourne: Kingsway. 

Olford, S F (1968) Heart-cry for Revival. Westwood: Revell 

Orr, J E (1975) The Flaming Tongue (1900-). Chicago: Moody. 



21st Century Revivals 

Overend, R (1986) The Truth will Set you Free.  Laurieton: SSEM. 

Pratney, W (1984) Revival.  Springdale: Whitaker House. 

Pytches, D (1989) Does God Speak Today?  London: Hodder & 

Stoughton 

Riss, Richard (1995)  The Worldwide Awakening of 1992-1995. 

http://www.grmi.org.renewal.Richard_Riss/history.html 

Riss, Richard (1998) “Worldwide Awakening” in Renewal Journal 

#8:        Awakening, 

Robinson, S (1992) ‘Praying the Price’.  Melbourne: ABMS  

Tari, M (1971) Like a Mighty Wind. Carol Springs: Creation House. 

Tari, M & N (1974) The Gentle Breeze of Jesus.  Carol Springs: 

Creation House. 

Wagner, C P (1983) On the Crest of the Wave.  Glendale: Regal 

Wagner, C P (1986) Spiritual Power and Church Growth.  London: 

Hodder & Stoughton. 

Wallis, A (1965) In the Day of Thy Power.  London: Christian 

Literature Crusade. 

Whittaker, C (1984) Great Revivals. Basingstoke: Marshalls.  

Waugh, Geoff (2009) Flashpoints of Revival.  Carolina: BookSurge  

Wirt, S (1975) Knee-Deep in Love.  London: Coverdale 

Vision Magazine, Australian Baptist Missionary Society, Dec. 

1973. 



Back to Contents 
 

 

 

 

 



Appendix:  Books 
  

 
 

Appendix: Books 

 

Renewal Journal Publications 

 

See 

www.renewaljournal.com 

for Blogs on each book 

PDF Boks, eBooks, and Paperbacks 

 

Available on 

Amazon and Kindle 

Most Paperbacks in both 

Basic Edition and  

Gift Edition (colour) 

  

https://renewaljournal.blog/
https://renewaljournal.blog/


Renewal Journal Publications 

https://renewaljournal.blog/ 
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Revival Books 

Flashpoints of Revival 

Revival Fires 

South Pacific Revivals 

Pentecost on Pentecost & the South Pacific 

Great Revival Stories, comprising: 
Best Revival Stories and  
Transforming Revivals 

Renewal and Revival, comprising: 
Renewal: I make all things new,  and 
Revival:  I will pour out my Spirit 

Anointed for Revival 

Church on Fire 
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Renewal Books 

Body Ministry, comprising: 
The Body of Christ, Part 1: Body Ministry, and 
The Body of Christ, Part 2: Ministry 
Education, with 
Learning Together in Ministry 

Great Commission Mission  comprising: 
Teaching Them to Obey in Love, and 
Jesus the Model for Short Term 
Supernatural Mission 

Living in the Spirit 

Your Spiritual Gifts 

Fruit & Gifts of the Spirit 

Keeping Faith Alive Today 

The Leader's Goldmine 

Word and Spirit  by Alison Sherrington 

Study Guides 

Signs and Wonders: Study Guide 

The Holy Spirit in Ministry 

Revival History 

Holy Spirit Movements through History 

Renewal Theology 1 

Renewal Theology 2 

Ministry Practicum 
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Devotional Books 

Inspiration 

Jesus on Dying Regrets 

The Christmas Message – The Queen 

Holy Week, Christian Passover & 
Resurrection   comprising: 

Holy Week, and 
Christian Passover Service, and 
Risen: 12 Resurrection Appearances 
Risen: Short Version 
Risen: Long version  & our month in Israel 
Mysterious Month – expanded version 
Risen: Long version 

 

Kingdom Life series 
Kingdom Life: The Gospels – comprising: 
Kingdom Life in Matthew 
Kingdom Life in Mark 
Kingdom Life in Luke 
Kingdom Life in John 

A Preface to the Acts of the Apostles 

The Lion of Judah series 
The Titles of Jesus 
The Reign of Jesus 
The Life of Jesus 
The Death of Jesus 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
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Resources 

The Spirit of Jesus 
The Lion of Judah – all in one volume 

Discovering Aslan  -  comprising: 
Discovering Aslan in The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe 
Discovering Aslan in Prince Caspian 
Discovering Aslan in the Voyage of the 
‘Dawn Treader’ 
Discovering Aslan in the Silver Chair 
Discovering Aslan in the Horse and his Boy 
Discovering Aslan in the Magician’s 
Nephew 
Discovering Aslan in the Last Battle  
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General Books 

You Can Publish for Free 

My First Stories  by Ethan Waugh 

An Incredible Journey by Faith  by Elisha 

Chowtapalli 

 

Biographical: 

By All Means  by Elaine Olley   

Exploring Israel – Geoff’s family’s trip 

Light on the Mountains – Geoff in PNG 

Looking to Jesus: Journey into Renewal & 

Revival  -  Geoff’s autobiography 

King of the Granny Flat  by Dante Waugh 

Journey into Mission – Geoff’s mission trips 

Journey into Ministry and Mission - 

autobiography 

Travelling with Geoff  by Don Hill 
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The Lion of Judah Series 
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Holy Week, Christian Passover & Resurrection  
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Christian Passover Service 

A Retelling of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 
The Christmas Message 
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Revival:  I will pour out my Spirit 
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Looking to Jesus: Journey into Renewal & Revival 
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Journey into Ministry and Mission 

Condensed from two biographical books: 

Looking to Jesus: Journey into Renewal & Revival 

&   Journey into Mission 

  

http://renewaljournal.wordpress.com/2010/12/26/looking-to-jesus-journey-into-renewal-and-revival/
https://renewaljournal.blog/2018/05/10/journey-into-mission/
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www.renewaljournal.com 
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links to 
Renewal Journals 

Books 
Blogs 
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FREE SUBSCRIPTION: for new Blogs & free 
offers 

Free subscription gives you updates for 
new Blogs and free offers 

including free eBooks 
 
 

PDF Books available 
 

renewaljournal.com 
All books both Paperback and eBook 

Most Paperbacks in both 
Basic Edition and 

Gift Edition (colour) 
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your positive review comments 
on Amazon and Kindle 
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REVIVAL 
 

 
 

I will pour out My Spirit 
 

Joel 2:28-29, Acts 2:17-18 
 
 

I need and value your positive comment  
on Amazon and Kindle. 

In return I am happy to mail you a 
Printed copy of this book.  

Give me your address in a comment on 
The Renewal Journal page for this book 
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